
Key Points – 12th February 2010
Department of Health

the week: issue 132, 5 - 11 February 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_112381
GP and Practice Team bulletin, issue 91, February 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/GPbulletin/Browsable/DH_112328
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 201, 8 February 2010
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHS-Workforce-Bulletin-issue-201.htm
Department of health: Swine flu  

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
Quality accounts: launch of the framework for 2010 [Letter]
This is a letter from NHS Chief Executive David Nicholson announcing the publication of regulations on the framework for quality accounts. He also announces the development of a toolkit of useful guidance and case studies to help NHS providers prepare their quality accounts.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_112329
Steele implementation: expressions of interest [Letter]
This letter from Chief Dental Officer Barry Cockcroft to all dentists and their teams informs the profession of the next steps in implementing, subject to piloting, the recommendations of the independent review of NHS dental services chaired by Professor Jimmy Steele. The letter alerts dentists to the fact that primary care trusts are being asked for expressions of interest in running local pilots.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_112302
Steele implementation: expressions of interest [Letter]
This letter from Assistant Director of Dental and Eye Care David Lye gives information on the next steps in implementing, subject to piloting, the recommendations of the independent review of NHS dental services chaired by Professor Jimmy Steele. The letter invites primary care trusts to put forward expressions of interest in running local pilots.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_112323
Delivering same-sex accommodation: self declaration [Letter]
This letter introduces the declaration process for all providers of NHS-funded care. Monitor will be introducing similar reporting requirements for NHS foundation trusts. The accompanying information has been developed to help provider organisations to determine their position.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_112180
Introduction of Prevenar 13 into the Childhood Immunisation Programme [Letter]
This letter provides further information about the Department of Health’s plans to replace Prevenar, which contains antigens against seven pneumococcal strains, with Prevenar 13.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_112193
Access to health services for military veterans: priority treatment [Letter]
This letter advises of the guidance in place to ensure that military veterans receive priority access to NHS secondary care for any conditions that are likely to be related to their service.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_111883
Quality Accounts Toolkit: advisory guidance for providers of NHS Services producing Quality Accounts for the year 2009 / 2010

This toolkit is for NHS providers to assist with the production and publication of their quality accounts in 2010. It features best practice guidance and useful tools based on the findings from the quality reporting process in 2009 and discussions with stakeholders. It is an interactive document, designed to be used online.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_112359
Framework for quality accounts: a response to consultation

This document provides the Department of Health’s official response to the consultation and informs the regulation and DH toolkit for 2009/10 Quality Accounts.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_111895
Quality and productivity

New website section

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/Highqualitycareforall/Qualityandproductivity/index.htm
National Quality Board annual report

This annual report sets out how the board has worked to support frontline staff to improve quality and to ensure the health system is aligned around quality.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_112158
Clinical governance and adult safeguarding: an integrated process

This guidance and flow chart have been developed to encourage organisations to establish local robust arrangements to ensure that adult safeguarding becomes fully integrated into NHS systems.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_112361
Transforming Community Services: the assurance and approvals process for PCT-provided community services

This guidance supports primary care trusts as they develop proposals for the future shape of their community services. It also supports strategic health authorities in their role to assure primary care trust proposals for community provider organisational forms.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_112147
Response to the consultation on: The Health and Social Care Act 2008 code of practice for health and adult social care on the prevention and control of infection and related guidance, and prevention and control of infection in care homes

This is a summary of responses to a consultation on a code of practice and supporting guidance that will help providers of health care and adult social care to plan and implement how they prevent and control healthcare-associated infections.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_112151
Steele implementation briefing pack, February 2010

This gives information on the next steps in implementing, subject to piloting, the recommendations of the independent review of NHS dental services chaired by Professor Jimmy Steele.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_112298
Steele implementation programme: becoming a Steele pilot

This gives information on establishing a pilot programme to test the right range of incentives to promote access, quality and oral health improvement. It is part of the next steps in implementing, subject to piloting, the recommendations of the independent review of NHS dental services chaired by Professor Jimmy Steele.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_112295
Review of the Mary Seacole scholarship awards

This review demonstrates that the Mary Seacole Scholarship Awards remain fit for purpose and are achieving the goal of enhancing the development of future leaders in the NHS and improve black and minority ethnic patient experience
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_112377
News releases 6-12 February 2010

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Dental board taking forward Steele Review recommendations 

A new group has been set up to oversee the implementation of the Steele Review recommendations to improve dental services for patients.
NHS cancelled operations, quarter ending 31 December 2009 

Key points from the latest release
Statistical press notice: A&E statistics - quarterly update 

These statistics have been released by the Department of Health:

Fairer health in the future 

Health Secretary welcomes goals for the next decade

Diagnostics waiting times & activity data, month ending 31 December 2009 

These statistics have been released by the Department of Health:

Statement from Health Minister Mike O'Brien on medicine supply 

Minister for Health, Mike O'Brien said:

Statistical Press notice: Dental Commissioning Statistics – quarterly update. 

The following statistics were released today by the Department of Health:

Get more out of life with a career in social care 

A new TV advertising campaign that shows how rewarding a career in social care can be and urges individuals to consider this as a career option

Statistics (DH)
Accident and Emergency attendances; total time spent in A and E from arrival to admission, discharge or transfer; and waiting for emergency admission through A and E, quarter ending December 2009, and revised data for 2007-08, 2008-09 and quarters ending June 2009 and September 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/AccidentandEmergency/index.htm
NHS cancelled operations, quarter ending 31 December 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_112182
Diagnostics waiting times and activity data, December 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/HospitalWaitingTimesandListStatistics/Diagnostics/index.htm
Dental contracts and commissioning for quarter ending December 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/PrimaryCare/DH_089886
Smokefree Legislation Compliance data, 1 July to 31 December 2009
http://www.smokefreeengland.co.uk/thefacts/national-compliance-data.html
Information Centre

Hospital episode statistics
The Information Centre has published 'Provisional monthly hospital episode statistics for admitted patient care and outpatient data, April 2009-October 2009'. Some key facts are that in the year November 2008 to October 2009 there were 16.5 million finished consultant episodes and 14.3 million admission episodes. In the same period there were 79.5 million outpatient appointments made, 6.3 million appointments were not attended by the patient representing 7.9 per cent of all appointments.

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/provisionalmonthlyhes
Audit Commission

NHS IFRS briefing paper 7: Auditors' review of restated comparatives for the 2009/10 accounts

This briefing considers findings from auditors' review of restated comparatives for the 2009/10 accounts by NHS bodies.

It discusses significant financial reporting issues highlighted during this International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS) restatement exercise. NHS bodies should aim to resolve these issues before they prepare their first full set of IFRS-compliant financial statements.

http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Downloads/20100203ifrsbriefingpaper7.pdf
Care Quality Commission
CQC publishes the state of health care and adult social care

The Care Quality Commission (CQC) has published its first annual report to Parliament entitled 'The state of health care and adult social care in England: Key themes and quality of services in 2009'.  The report applauds overall improvements over recent years but cautions that some services are lagging behind and that there were areas of common concern across health and social care, notably keeping people safe and staff training. 
http://www.cqc.org.uk//newsandevents/newsstories.cfm?cit_id=35855&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
Communities and Local Government

Improving health outcomes in deprived communities: Evidence from the New Deal for Communities Programme
This report forms part of the National Evaluation of the New Deal for Communities (NDC) programme. It examines interventions designed to improve health outcomes for NDC residents, and explores their subsequent impact. It draws on in-depth case study research in four NDC areas, as well as programme and national level outcome data. The report also looks at the sustainability of the NDC approaches, and draws lessons for both central government and local regeneration partnerships.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/improvinghealthoutcomes
Expert Patients Programme

Self care reduces costs and improves health: the evidence
This report reviews existing literature on self-management of care, as well as using research through questionnaires, focus groups and interviews, to provide examples of how economically beneficial it could be for the NHS.
http://www.expertpatients.co.uk/sites/default/files/publications/EVIDENCE%20FOR%20THE%20HEALTH.pdf
Food Standards Agency
National Diet and Nutrition Survey

This page gives information on a survey that measures the food consumption, nutrient intakes and nutritional status of people aged 18 months and over living in private households in the UK. It covers all four countries of the UK and is designed to be representative of the UK population.
http://www.food.gov.uk/science/dietarysurveys/ndnsdocuments/
The Health Foundation

Commissioning Health

This report, based on preliminary research which brings together a range of economic analysis methods, compares the efficiency of the English PCTs in producing a valued output; the health of their populations, in relation to the costs expended, as measured through programme budgeting data.
http://www.health.org.uk/publications/research_reports/commissioning_health.html
Health Services Management Centre

Personalisation and the social care 'revolution': future options for the reform of public services
This paper introduces the concept of personal budgets as 'Conditional Resource Entitlements' (CREs) - a means of targeting resources towards those who are eligible, but with specific conditions attached. The authors suggest personal budgets, if framed as a form of CRE, can form part of a wider strategy for welfare reform which places emphasis on promoting citizenship and personal responsibility.
http://www.hsmc.bham.ac.uk/publications/policy-papers/Policy-Paper3-Personalisation-Social-Care-Revolution.pdf
Home Office

Drugs Intervention e-bulletin – January 2010

http://drugs.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-events/newsletter/dip-ebulletins/dip-ebulletin-jan-2010.html
The International Longevity Centre - UK (ILCUK)

A problem shared is a problem halved? Dementia: learning opportunities from Europe – A Policy Brief
http://www.ilcuk.org.uk/files/pdf_pdf_113.pdf
The King’s Fund

National survey on the use of external support for commissioning

The King's Fund would like to invite you to contribute to a national survey on the subject of PCTs' use of external support for commissioning.

This research is aimed at informing and influencing the World Class Commissioning policy by developing an understanding of the national picture of commissioners’ developmental needs.

http://www.networks.nhs.uk/news.php?nid=3897
Monitor

Monitor and NHS foundation trusts: an introduction for Parliamentarians and their staff
In this publication Monitor details the ways in which they interact with Parliament and MPs, and the information available about local NHS foundation trusts.

http://www.monitor-nhsft.gov.uk/sites/default/files/MON0002_Guide%20for%20parliamentarians%20and%20their%20staff_WEB.pdf
National Audit Office
Major trauma care in England

This report evaluates major trauma services and identifies what improvements need to be made. The study examined the effectiveness of the planning and delivery of services across the patient pathway, and the quality of care provided, including patient outcomes.

http://www.nao.org.uk/publications/0910/major_trauma_care.aspx
NHS Evidence

Tinnitus (NHS Evidence - ENT and audiology)

Research on tinnitus continues to proliferate and this evidence update will present a concise summary of the latest expert-reviewed primary and secondary research, combined with a list of current therapeutic uncertainties to prioritise future research. Multiple databases have been searched to capture all emerging evidence for the period January-December 2009.

www.library.nhs.uk/ent  

BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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