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Department of Health
the week: issue 78, 9-15 January 2009
Provides need-to-know news, consultations and events for chief executives and their teams. It provides links to more information and resources, highlighting areas for action
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_093162
Children, Families and Maternity e-bulletin, January 2009, edition 46
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/ChildrenFamiliesandMaternitybulletin/index.htm
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 146, 12 January 2009
NHS Workforce bulletin is your weekly update on HR and workforce issues in the NHS.
http://www.nhsemployers.org/files/workforce_bulletin.html
For Directors of Children’s Services - Change4Life - the national movement to tackle childhood obesity [Letter]
This letter from Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families Ed Balls and Secretary of State for Health Alan Johnson outlines recent events in the Change4Life campaign and asks directors of children's services to align existing initiatives and local activities with the Change4Life brand.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_093226
Health Bill 2009

The Health Bill was introduced into Parliament on 15 January 2009.  It proposes measures to improve the quality of NHS care, the performance of NHS services, and to improve public health.  
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Legislation/Actsandbills/DH_093280
Response to Consultation on a regime for unsustainable NHS providers

This document sets out the Government response to the consultation on the regime for unsustainable NHS providers. The consultation document set out the steps that will be taken in the rare instances where an organisation fails, either for clinical or organisational reasons. After considering the responses it has been decided to include the regime for unsustainable providers in the Health Bill (2009).
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_093261
Clostridium difficile infection: how to deal with the problem

This guidance outlines new evidence and approaches to delivering good infection control and environmental hygiene. It updates the 1994 guidance Clostridium Difficile Infection: Prevention and management.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_093220
Transforming community services and world class commissioning: resource pack for commissioners of community services

This resource pack sets out the principles of good practice when commissioning community services, showcases examples of existing good practice through case studies in six clinical areas and signposts commissioners to the most pertinent and relevant information.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_093194
Transforming community services: enabling new patterns of provision

This guidance is intended to help primary care trust providers of community services to build a purely contractual relationship with their commissioners. It should also help providers consider what types of organisations would best meet the future needs of patients and local communities and how change can be managed to support the transformation of services to patients.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_093197
Cancer commissioning guidance

This guidance has been developed to support world-class commissioning of cancer services across the NHS. It sets out key issues and questions that commissioners and cancer network teams will want to take into consideration when assessing health needs, reviewing services, developing their contract service specifications and monitoring performance.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_092051
Religion or belief: a practical guide for the NHS

This guidance is designed to assist NHS organisations to implement and comply with the requirements of legislation on religion or belief, understand the role of religion or belief in the context of healthcare and integrate this knowledge into single equality schemes.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_093133
What are the Mental Capacity Act Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards? [leaflet]

This leaflet provides a brief general introduction to the Mental Capacity Act deprivation of liberty safeguards and has been specifically designed for care homes and hospitals to help staff understand what the safeguards will mean for them and for their service users.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091868
Protection of Vulnerable Adults (POVA) scheme in England and Wales for adult placement schemes, domiciliary care agencies and care homes: a practical guide

Guidance on, and background to, the POVA scheme, with FAQs.  Individuals should be referred to, and included on, the POVA list if they have abused, neglected or otherwise harmed vulnerable adults in their care or placed vulnerable adults in their care at risk of harm. By making statutory checks against the list, providers of care must not offer such individuals employment in care positions. This version of the guidance supersedes the previous guidance published in 2006, as it takes account of two amendments.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_093299
Pharmacy in England: building on strengths, delivering the future: proposals for legislative change - consultation summary report relating to proposals for primary legislation

A consultation on proposals for structural change within the Pharmacy White Paper took place from August to November 2008. This report contains an analysis of consultation responses on proposals relating to primary legislation together with feedback from public listening events.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_093264
2005 and 2008 PPRS: 2008 information requirements in respect of the delivery of the 7% price reduction

This is a letter to companies who opted to deliver a 7 per cent saving as required by the 2005 and 2008 pharmaceutical price reduction scheme agreements. The scheme requires these companies to provide certain information to the department by 28 February 2009.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_093191
Cord blood banking in the UK: an international comparison of policy and practice

This international comparative analysis was commissioned to provide intelligence on current policies, practices and trends to inform deliberations on the need to increase umbilical cord blood collection and use and its potential practicable options.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_093175
Removing or suspending chairs and non-executives of Health Bodies: feedback on the consultation to introduce powers of suspension

This document summarises the feedback from a consultation seeking views on introducing a reformed process by which chairs and other non-executives in Strategic Health Authorities, Special Health Authorities and other Health Bodies may be removed from office, including the introduction of new powers of suspension. It includes an attached copy of the revised version of the Appointments Commission’s policy documents.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_093239
General Ophthalmic Services: payments to persons suspended from general ophthalmic services performers lists

This determination is meant to help primary care trusts calculate how much should be paid to persons suspended from ophthalmic performers lists.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_093251
Enhancing the Healing Environment Programme (EHE)

Offender Health, Department of Health, have commissioned the King’s Fund to extend their Enhancing the Healing Environment Programme to a group of  HM Prisons and Young Offenders Institutions in 2009 with the aim of improving the environment in which healthcare is delivered within the prison service.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/Offenderhealth/DH_093178
DH news releases 9-15 January 2009
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
New measures for better quality, personal health care 
New measures that will permit for the first time, direct payments for healthcare to patients, have been published in the Health Bill 

C. Difficile infections continue to fall 
NHS on track to achieve annual reduction of 30% by 2010/11 

  

New data published on waits for direct referrals to audiology treatment 
New data to show waiting times from referral to treatment for patients who are referred directly to audiology services is published for the first time by the Department of Health. 

  

Statistical press notice - Direct Access Audiology Referral to Treatment (RTT) times data October 2008 
  

Stats Press Notice - Diagnostics Data - Weds 14th January 
69% of GP Surgeries now offer extended opening hours 
Over 69 per cent of GP surgeries are now offering patients extended opening hours, the Department of Health announced. 

  

Statistical Press Notice: GP extended opening hours - Monthly update. 
  

NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times figures 
Statistics

Mandatory surveillance of clostridium difficile, July – September 2008
http://www.hpa.org.uk/web/HPAweb&Page&HPAwebAutoListName/Page/1191942126541
Diagnostics waiting times and activity data – November 2008
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/HospitalWaitingTimesandListStatistics/Diagnostics/index.htm
Direct Access Audiology – October 2008

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/Directaccessaudiology/index.htm
GP Extended Opening Hours – December 2008

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/PrimaryCare/DH_089459
The Information Centre

Prescribing by Dentists, England 2007
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/prescriptions/prescribing-by-dentists-england-2007
Primary Care Contracting

Commissioning to improve oral health paper published

NHS PCC has published a paper covering the background and approach to commissioning for improvements in oral health. Based on a presentation at the Delivering better oral health - embedding prevention in NHS practice events in September 2008, the paper includes a step by step guide to strategic planning for prevention.

http://www.pcc.nhs.uk/uploads/Dentistry/january_09/commissioning_to_improve_oral_health.doc
NICE

Into Practice January 2009

http://www.nice.org.uk/newsevents/nicenewslettersandalerts/intopractice-newsletterforimplementers/january2009/intopracticejanuary2009.jsp
Health Protection Agency

1, 217 cases of confirmed measles have been reported to the Health Protection Agency up to the end of November 2008.

The Health Protection Agency has issued a report on confirmed measles in England and Wales up to the end of November 2008. In November, 115 cases of measles were confirmed, an increase on each of the previous two months (83 and 72 respectively). A provisional total of 1,217 laboratory confirmed measles cases have been reported in 2008 up to the end of November, exceeding the total of 990 reported for the whole of 2007.

http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1231490128640?p=1231252394302
Cheshire and Merseyside Public Health Network

Top Tips for Healthier Workplaces, published by ChaMPs Public Health Network, focuses on the actions employers of all sizes can take to enhance the health and well-being of their staff. It draws together evidence, national policy and practical example of what works in an easy-to-read format.

http://www.nwph.net/champs/Publications
Audit Commission

South Tyneside Metropolitan Borough Council - corporate assessment

This document assesses how well South Tyneside Metropolitan borough Council engages and leads its communities, delivers community priorities in partnership with others and ensures continuous improvement across the range of council activities.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/reports/SouthTyneside
Healthcare Commission

This page gives the national and local results of a survey that asked about the experiences of people who have visited an emergency department (sometimes known as accident and emergency, A&E or casualty). The survey offers an insight into the experiences of patients and is used in the assessment of NHS trusts.
http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/guidanceforhealthcarestaff/nhsstaff/nhsstaffandpatientsurveys/patientsurveys/hospitalcare/emergencydepartmentsurvey2008.cfm
Patients praise quality of care at A&E finds healthcare watchdog

Patients rate highly the care they receive in NHS A&E departments, with 88% rating it as "excellent", "very good" or "good", according to a survey published by the Healthcare Commission.
http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/newsandevents/mediacentre/pressreleases/pressreleasesarchive.cfm?cit_id=1587&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
Healthcare Commission finds substantial improvement in infection control at Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells NHS trust

The Healthcare Commission has welcomed substantial improvements in infection control at Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells NHS Trust since an investigation by the watchdog in 2007 identified serious failings. 

An estimated 90 people definitely or probably died as a result of Clostridium difficile, during two outbreaks of the infection at the trust in 2005 and 2006. It is estimated that a further 30 patients definitely or probably died of C. difficile between April 2004 and September 2005.

http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/newsandevents/mediacentre/pressreleases.cfm?cit_id=1579&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
Cabinet Office

Call for Evidence – Models of Effective and Innovative Service Delivery to Older People in Rural Areas

The Social Exclusion Task Force (SETF) in the Cabinet Office and Department for Environment, Food, and Rural Affairs (Defra) are working in partnership on a short study on older people in rural areas. Given that ageing will be one of the major forces shaping rural areas, SETF and Defra are keen to ensure that older people living in these communities enjoy optimal well-being as they age. This project will feed into the wider Government refresh of Opportunity Age to be published in spring 2009.  

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/social_exclusion_task_force/short_studies/call_for_evidence.aspx
Health and Safety Executive
Statistics of occupational ill health, safety and enforcement

http://www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/regions/northeast/index.htm
North East to "be part of the solution" - HSE consults on its new strategy for Health and Safety
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/Content/Detail.asp?ReleaseID=389407&NewsAreaID=2
Department for Children, Schools and Families

Local Authorities to bid for free school meals pilot

Local Authorities and Primary Care Trusts (PCTs) are being asked to bid to take part in a £20m, two year pilot scheme for free school meals, Children’s Secretary Ed Balls and Health Secretary Alan Johnson announced today.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2009_0010
Department for Works and Pensions

Welfare Reform bill 2009: Impact Assessment

This document assesses the costs and benefits of the proposals set out in the Welfare Reform Bill 2009.
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/resourcecentre/welfarereform-bill09-ia-intro.pdf
BBC Health
http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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You can also read Key Points, and other info-related alerts and messages, on the HILS (Health Information & Library Service) weblog at:
www.cehi-hils.org.uk
Sue Austin        &             Sue Graham
tel: 0191 4971460       0191 5297209
 
Librarian/Knowledge Managers
email library@sotw.nhs.uk
 

View the library catalogue at: http://library.nuth.nhs.uk/webview
