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Department of Health
the week: issue 76, 12-18 December 2008
Provides need-to-know news, consultations and events for chief executives and their teams. It provides links to more information and resources, highlighting areas for action
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_091970
the month: issue 16, December 2008

An agenda-setting monthly update of key messages from NHS Chief Executive David Nicholson and the NHS leadership team to share with staff, teams and organisations

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/themonth/browsable/DH_092035
Medical Directors' Bulletin, Issue 88, December 2008

This monthly bulletin provides a practical summary of the latest developments in the implementation of the NHS Plan and keeps medical directors up to date. It also provides access points for further information.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Medicaldirectorsbulletin/Browsable/DH_091897
CDO Update, December 2008

CDO Update (formerly CDO's Digest) is a newsletter sent by the chief dental officer to all dentists and associated professionals in England. It incorporates topics that might otherwise have required an individual letter, progress reports on earlier letters, and other information from the department of interest to practising dentists. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Chiefdentalofficersbulletin/Browsable/DH_091929
CNO Bulletin, issue 74, December 2008

This bulletin provides up-to-date information abut NHS news and related developments of specific interest to nurses, midwives and health visitors.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Chiefnursingofficerbulletin/Browsable/DH_091926
Children, Families and Maternity e-bulletin, edition 45, December 2008

A monthly e-bulletin for internal and external stakeholder groups designed to provide them with regular updates on activities that are supporting the delivery of the Be Healthy outcome for children, young people and families through the Every Child Matters: Change for Children agenda.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/ChildrenFamiliesandMaternitybulletin/index.htm
Equality and Human Rights bulletin, issue 10, December 2008

This is a bulletin for equality leads and everyone working in health and social care with responsibility for, or interest in, equality issues.
http://www.datadrum.com/easydrum/ehrg/control/web_view.php?nid=61&uid=956
Emergency Care bulletin, issue 60, December 2008

A bulletin for everyone working in emergency care.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Emergencycareleadsbulletin/Browsable/DH_092039
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 143, 15 December 2008

NHS Workforce bulletin is your weekly update on HR and workforce issues in the NHS.
http://www.nhsemployers.org/files/workforce_bulletin.html
Mental Capacity Act 2005 Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards: consultation on the Mental Capacity (Deprivation of Liberty: Monitoring and Reporting) and (Deprivation of Liberty: Standard Authorisations, Assessments and Ordinary Residence) (Amendment) Regulations 2009 [Closing date: 30 January 2009]

These draft regulations confer power on the Care Quality Commission for the purpose of monitoring, and reporting on, the Mental Capacity Act 2005 Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards. 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092048
General Dental Council (Constitution) Order 2009: a paper for consultation [Closing date: 27 March 2009]

This consultation seeks views on a proposed constitution for the General Dental Council. It provides details of the composition of the council, the terms of office for council members and criteria for the disqualification, suspension or removal of members from office.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_091880
The use of 084 telephone numbers in the NHS [Closing date: 31 March 2009]

This consultation seeks views on the future use of 084 numbers in the NHS, which the department is considering prohibiting.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_091879
Joint letter from CMO and CNO inviting health care professionals to order Change4Life support materials [Letter]

This is a joint letter from the Chief Medical Officer and the Chief Nursing Officer to health care professionals, inviting them to support Change4Life, as well as to order resources for its launch in January 2009. Change4Life is an initiative bringing together a coalition of health and education professionals, the third sector, community groups, industry and the media with the shared aims of improving children's diets and levels of activity so reducing the threat to their future health.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_092030
Influenza season 2008: use of antivirals  [Letter]

This is a letter from Professor David Salisbury, Director of Immunisation, providing a summary of the NICE guidance on the use of antiviral drugs for the prevention or treatment of influenza.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_091933
Introduction of foundation training to dentistry [Letter]

This letter ask NHS hospital trusts and other provider organisations employing dentists to submit details of any dental senior house officer posts in oral and maxillofacial surgery and in dental departments. This is in order to assess the introduction of foundation training to dentistry.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_091937
Guidance for strategic health authorities, primary care trusts and GP practices: the new expanded GP patient survey 2008/09

The new survey has been developed with Ipsos MORI and academics from the National Primary Care Research and Development Centre and the Peninsular Medical School.  Around 5½ million registered patients in England will be invited to take part during January to March 2009.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_092085
Common Assessment Framework for Adults

This framework brings together and builds on the current single assessment process and the care programme approach in mental health. It aims to improve outcomes for all adults with complex, longer-term health and social care needs. Its unified approach will be especially helpful to those who previously had to deal with separate health, social care and other support systems.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/SocialCare/Socialcarereform/Personalisation/CommonAssessmentFrameworkforAdults/DH_089945
The gender and access to Health Services study: final report

The Department of Health commissioned the Men’s Health Forum to undertake a study into the different ways women and men access health services with a view to providing an evidence base to help determine key gender health priorities for the Department and the NHS.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_092042
The Department of Health's response to the report of the second phase of the independent review of NHS pathology services in England

This is the department's response to the recommendations of the Independent Pathology Review chaired by Lord Carter of Coles. The department is undertaking further work, with the NHS, to develop its impact sssessment on the recommendations for service consolidation. This will be published for consultation in 2009.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091986
Report of the second phase of the review of NHS pathology services in England

This is a report on the second phase of the independent review of NHS pathology services in England. It has been published together with the department's response to recommendations made by the review.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091985
Department of Health autumn performance report 2008

This is the department’s first report on progress on its Comprehensive Spending Review 2007 public service agreement and departmental strategic objective commitments
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091854
New measures for the Manual for Cancer Services 2004

Measures accompanying the Manual for Cancer Services: rehabilitation measures
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/NationalServiceFrameworks/Cancer/DH_4135590
Pandemic influenza: guidance for primary care trusts and primary care professionals on the provision of healthcare in a community setting in England

This updated guidance is to help primary care trusts in developing their plans for responding to an influenza pandemic. It is also intended to be a useful document for primary care professionals, such as those working in general practice, community pharmacy and nursing, and for partner agencies providing services in the community setting.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091993
Independent mental health advocates

This is a written statement to Parliament by Social Care Minister Phil Hope on 16 December 2008. He writes about commissioning and funding arrangements for independent mental health advocates, which will help and support patients to understand and exercise their legal rights.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/NationalServiceFrameworks/Mentalhealth/DH_091895
The standard NHS contracts for acute hospital, mental health, community and ambulance services and supporting guidance – updated

These guidance documents should be read in conjunction with The NHS in England: The operating framework for 2008-09. They cover agreements between primary care trusts and providers for the delivery of NHS-funded services. Guidance on the contracts, a model consortium agreement and associated guidance have been added.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091451
What are the Mental Capacity Act Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards? [Leaflet]
This leaflet provides a brief general introduction to the Mental Capacity Act deprivation of liberty safeguards and has been specifically designed for care homes and hospitals to help staff understand what the safeguards will mean for them and for their service users.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091868
Meeting the healthcare needs of Armed Forces personnel, their families and veterans [Leaflet]

This leaflet is designed to help regular Armed Forces personnel, their families and veterans to understand how to access the health services they need, and what to do if things go wrong. The leaflet applies to health services in England.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091921
DH news releases 13-19 December 2008
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Plans to enhance Pathology services 
Transforming NHS pathology services will improve quality, safety and efficiency in diagnostic tests, according to a two-year review into NHS Pathology Services 

  

Chairman appointed to NHS Medical Education England 
Sir Christopher Edwards is to be the first Chairman of a new organisation to provide ministers with independent advice on planning the future number of doctors, dentists, pharmacists and medical scientists in the NHS in England, as well as overseeing their education and training. 

  

MRSA infections continue to fall 
MRSA bloodstream infections in England are continuing to fall, the latest quarterly statistics from the Health Protection Agency (HPA) showed. 

  

More help to get young people talking 
Boost for services for children and young people with speech, language and communication needs A £12 million action plan to improve services for children and young 
  

More advice on healthy living 
Department of Health response to Health Survey for England 

  

Government consults on use of 084 numbers in the NHS 
The NHS could be stopped from using more expensive telephone numbers such as 084 in England, under proposals set out in a public consultation. 

Statistics

Epidemiological data: Healthcare associated infections

Quarterly reporting results for Clostridium difficile infections, MRSA bacteraemia and GRE bacteraemia, July – September 2008
http://www.hpa.org.uk/web/HPAweb&Page&HPAwebAutoListName/Page/1191942126541
Information Centre

Health Survey for England 2007: Healthly lifestyles: knowledge, attitudes and behaviour [NS]

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/health-and-lifestyles-related-surveys/health-survey-for-england/health-survey-for-england-2007:-healthly-lifestyles:-knowledge-attitudes-and-behaviour-[ns]
Office for National Statistics

Cancer Statistics: Registrations Series MB1
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/statbase/Product.asp?vlnk=8843
Community Care Statistics 2007-2008: Referrals, Assessments and Packages of Care for Adults, England - National Summary. 
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/commcarestats0708rapc
NICE

TA163 Ulcerative colitis (acute exacerbations) - infliximab
http://www.nice.org.uk/Guidance/TA163
TA164 Hyperuricaemia - febuxostat
http://www.nice.org.uk/Guidance/TA164
Putting NICE guidance into practice
NICE has published a booklet 'How to put NICE guidance into practice to improve the health and wellbeing of communities'. The booklet is aimed at local authority chief executives, senior officers and others who lead on health and wellbeing. It describes how NICE guidance can help take forward the priorities set out in joint strategic needs assessments and how it can also be used to meet local area agreement targets.

http://www.nice.org.uk/newsevents/infocus/Newguideforlocalauthorities.jsp
SIGN

Managing patients with Stroke: SIGN guideline 

The Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN) has issued new guidance 'Management of patients with stroke or TIA: assessment, investigation, immediate management and secondary prevention'. The guideline emphasises the importance of getting patients to specialist stroke services quickly to allow prompt diagnosis and treatment.

http://www.sign.ac.uk/about/press/pr16-12-08.html
Health Protection Agency

Increase in seasonal flu levels triggers use of antiviral drugs
http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1229070410493?p=1204186170287
Healthcare Commission

Commission applauds progress as MRSA rates in NHS continue to decline

http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/newsandevents/mediacentre/pressreleases.cfm?cit_id=1560&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
Audit Commission & the National Audit Office
Financial Management in the NHS: Report on the NHS Summarised Accounts 2007-08

The Audit Commission and National Audit Office have jointly published ‘Financial Management in the NHS: report on the NHS summarised accounts 2007-08’.  This report provides a commentary on the financial position of the NHS as a whole and considers the financial management issues facing NHS bodies. The report focuses on the overall surplus that was achieved and the action taken by the DH and NHS bodies to achieve it, as well as providing an overview of the financial management arrangements.

http://www.nao.org.uk/publications/0809/nhs_summarised_accounts_07-08.aspx
National Studies Consultation for Health 2009-10. Consultation [Closing date: 12 February 2009]
This consultation covers the Commission’s proposed studies programme for health for 2009-10. It seeks views on its usefulness and appropriateness, the scope and timing of individual studies and the potential for overlap and collaboration with others.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/nationalstudies/nsc-0809.asp
Work programme and scales of fees 2009-10 and Indicative fee proposals for 2010-11 and 2011-12: Health

This document sets out the scales of audit and inspection fees for the work that the Audit Commission plans to undertake in the health sector during 2009-10.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/reports/NATIONAL-REPORT.asp?CategoryID=&ProdID=5A2917E4-9BE1-43C6-A855-A7E5E7479047&fromREPORTSANDDATA=NATIONAL-REPORT
Audit Commission audit practice annual quality report

This is the annual report on the Commission's audit practice, including on its structure and governance and its systems for ensuring audit quality. It includes information about the results of the Commission's internal quality monitoring programme and of quality reviews of its work by external inspectors.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/reports/NATIONAL-REPORT.asp?CategoryID=&ProdID=8BCE49D4-CEA5-46A0-BAA1-785D536F3EBE&fromREPORTSANDDATA=NATIONAL-REPORT
Home Office
Preventing domestic violence over the holidays

A new enforcement campaign to protect and support victims of domestic violence over the Christmas period launches today.

The increased enforcement activity will run alongside a national television advertising campaign encouraging victims of domestic violence to seek support and not to suffer in silence.

http://press.homeoffice.gov.uk/press-releases/preventing-domestic-violence
King’s Fund

The King's Fund has published five articles on the subject of the NHS Operating Framework:

In brief: What did the Operating Framework say?

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/articles/in_brief_what_did.html
Quality in a cold climate – is the NHS on course?

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/articles/quality_in_a_cold.html
Analysis: Operating Framework

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/articles/analysis_operating.html
Winners and losers in PCT funding shake up

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/articles/winners_and_losers.html
Q&A on the Operating Framework for NHS leaders

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/articles/qa_on_the_operating.html
NICE technology appraisals

The King's Fund has published a briefing paper looking at the role of NICE in the NHS in England, focusing on technology appraisals of drugs and treatments. It describes the appraisal process; outlines the impact of NICE appraisals, including on the availability of drugs when there is no guidance; and assesses recent policy proposals to address the system’s perceived shortcomings.
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/briefings/nice_technology.html
Cabinet Office

Families in Britain: an evidence paper

This evidence paper sets out the Government’s family policy principles. It assembles the key trends and sets out a framework to think about the family.
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-01077-2008
Department for Children, Families and Schools

Child development in the first three sweeps of the Millennium Cohort Study
This research examines differences in early child development. It looked at the factors associated with the cognitive and behavioural ability of children up to the age of five in the millennium cohort study in order to determine why some children do better than others in the early years.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/programmeofresearch/projectinformation.cfm?projectId=15316&type=5&resultspage=1
The Bercow Reivew - updated

Following the review, the Government published 'Better Communication: An action plan to improve services for children and young people with speech, language and communication needs' on 17 December 2008.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/bercowreview/
Food Standards Agency

FSA news, December 2008, issue 83
http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/pdfs/publication/fsanews83.pdf
Christmas lunch unwrapped

The Agency has issued its top tips for a safer Christmas lunch, to help you enjoy a healthier festive season.
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2008/dec/xmasturkey08
BBC Health
http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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You can also read Key Points, and other info-related alerts and messages, on the HILS (Health Information & Library Service) weblog at:
www.cehi-hils.org.uk
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