
Key Points – 1st May 2009
FREE RESOURCES

Dynamed from EBSCO

Due to the recent global outbreak of Swine Influenza, EBSCO Publishing and the DynaMed Editors have made the main elements of the DynaMed clinical summary for Swine Influenza free to health care providers and institutions throughout the world. The DynaMed topic on Swine Influenza consolidates information from multiple sources for health care providers to stay current with recommendations for monitoring, diagnosing, and treating patients with flu-like illnesses during this outbreak. DynaMed Editors will continue to monitor information and update this topic as needed throughout this global crisis.

http://www.ebscohost.com/dynamed/swineflu/
DynaMed is a point-of-care resource available to all NHS staff in England at http://cks.library.nhs.uk/dynamed   The resource is designed to provide clinicians with the best available evidence to support clinical decision-making.

Department of Health
the week: issue 93, 24 - 30 April 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_098602
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 161, 27 April 2009
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin_27Apr2009.HTML
LAC(DH)(2009)4  Demonstrating how to deliver stroke care for adults in the community [Letter]
This letter gives information about the scope and purpose of funding for all councils with adult social services responsibilities in England to demonstrate how to deliver stroke care for adults in the community.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/LocalAuthorityCirculars/AllLocalAuthority/DH_098601
Department of Health formal response to the Cooperation and Competition Panel consultation [Letter]

As a sponsor and major stakeholder, the Department of Health formally responded to the Panel’s consultation.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_098706
A better future: a consultation on a future strategy for adults with autistic spectrum conditions [Closing date: 15 September 2009]

This consultation seeks views on a strategy to support adults with autistic spectrum conditions. It considers five key themes for delivering change: health, social inclusion, choice and control, awareness raising and access to training and employment.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_098587
The use of 084 telephone numbers in the NHS [Consultation update]

The Department is considering prohibiting the use of 084 numbers in the NHS.  This consultation document seeks views from all interested parties, on the future use of 084 numbers in the NHS.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Closedconsultations/DH_091879
Pandemic flu: managing demand and capacity in health care organisations (surge)
This guidance on managing demand and capacity in health care organisations (surge) is available today (1 May 2009) to NHS organisations as planned. The aim of the guidance is to support NHS and social care organisations to build on their existing preparedness plans and enable clinicians to work within an ethical framework during a pandemic, when there may be a significant increase in demand for care.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_098751
Swine flu (new DH website section)

Department of Health, CMO, and Secretary of State for Health statements and information on swine flu

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
NHS Alert: Important information about swine flu

NHS Choices page providing medical and health information on swine flu.
http://www.nhs.uk/AlertsEmergencies/Pages/Pandemicflualert.aspx
Swine flu latest (NHS Choices)
This page links to the latest news on the April 2009 swine flu outbreak.
http://www.nhs.uk/news/2009/04April/Pages/Swineflulatest.aspx
Planning for the evacuation and sheltering of people in health sector settings: interim strategic national guidance

This best practice guidance supports a general set of principles to guide all NHS organisations in developing plans to manage the evacuation and shelter of healthcare premises within the context of the NHS Emergency Planning Guidance 2005.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_098422
Important information about swine flu [Leaflet]

This leaflet, to be distributed to households across the UK, includes information about what swine flu is and how it could spread, what the government has done to prepare for a wider outbreak of flu, how people can protect themselves against flu and what to do if they have flu symptoms.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_098685
NHS Performance Framework: Implementation guidance

This framework sets out the Department of Health's approach to identifying underperforming NHS organisations and stipulates when intervention should occur in such organisations.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_098525
Vascular Programme briefing packs
These presentations provide the ten strategic health authorities with an assessment of progress, opportunities and future challenges in key areas of vascular disease. The presentations include information on coronary heart disease, stroke, diabetes and renal disease.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_098627
Review of customer experience information (CEI)

This report presents the findings from a review to identify what customer information is currently being collected, how this is likely to change in the future and how patient/user feedback and public engagement can be included in ongoing activity.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_098657
Creating an innovative culture

This best practice guidance document is intended to support strategic health authorities in fulfilling their legal duty to promote innovation.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_098540
Lord Bradley's review of people with mental health problems or learning disabilities in the criminal justice system

This review examines the extent to which offenders with mental health problems or learning disabilities could, in appropriate cases, be diverted from prison to other services and the barriers to such diversion.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_098694
Lord Bradley report on people with mental health problems or learning disabilities in the Criminal Justice System: government response (Ministry of Justice)

This is the Government's response to a report on people with mental health problems and learning difficulties in the criminal justice system.
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/bradley-mental-health-cjs-gov-response.htm
Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust

This is the report of the independent review commissioned in response to the Healthcare Commission’s investigation into the failings at Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_098660
Speech by Phil Hope, Minister of State for Care Services, 23 April 2009 to ADASS Spring Seminar

This is a transcript of the speech by Care Minister Phil Hope at the Association of Directors of Adult Social Services Spring Seminar on 29 April 2009. He talks about the role of the association and the challenges facing adult social care.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_098632
News releases 27 April - 1 May 2009

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Nursing support for Stafford Hospital - amended 
- Chief Nursing Officer approves immediate steps to boost patient care - 

  

Government responds to Bradley report on mental health in the Criminal Justice System 
The Government has published its response to Lord Bradley's report on people with mental health problems and learning difficulties in the Criminal Justice System. 

  

Autism consultation launches 
Minister receives first responses to Autism consultation in person 

  

Prime Minister's Commission on the Future of Nursing and Midwifery meet for the first time 
Health Minister, Ann Keen chaired the first meeting of the Commission on the Future of Nursing and Midwifery. 

  

Way Forward for the National Programme for IT 
A comprehensive strategy for accelerating the pace of delivery for the National Programme for IT (NPfIT) and introducing additional supplier capacity was outlined by the Department of Health's Director General for Informatics. 

  

Over £220 million to boost innovation in the NHS 
A £220 million fund will be made available to encourage innovation within the NHS, Health Minister Lord Darzi announced, during an event at the Science Museum in London to mark the launch of 'Innovation for a Healthier Future', a series of initiatives to nurture and reward innovation within the NHS. 

  

Saving lives and fighting crime together - showcase of London partnerships tackling violent crime 
London's health and crime experts held a summit to collaborate in the fight against violent crime. Senior clinicians from the capital's Accident and Emergency departments, and representatives from the Police, showcased the work of six London NHS Trusts who have been piloting a data sharing scheme to crack down on violent crime. 

  

Meningitis cases hit record low 
Thousands of lives saved thanks to vaccine success 

Statistics

Information Centre

National Lung Cancer Audit

The Information Centre has published the National Lung Cancer Audit.  This is the third Annual Report of the National Lung Cancer Audit and covers patients first seen in 2007. The audit has captured data on more than 26,000 patients in the UK for this audit period, representing over 75% of the expected incident cases. By the end of June 2008, all networks in England, Wales and Scotland were contributing to the audit and only one trust (in England) had never contributed.  The report found that the quality of care being delivered to patients appears to be improving, but there remains a wide variation across trusts and networks.

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/webfiles/Services/NCASP/audits%20and%20reports/7089_Lung_Cancer_V5.pdf
Primary Care Trust Prescribing Data, from April 2008.
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/prescriptions/primary-care-trust-prescribing-data-from-april-2008
Health Protection Agency

Swine Influenza - updates

http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&Page&HPAwebAutoListName/Page/1240732817665?p=1240732817665
The Association of Public Health Observatories
Geodemographic segmentation
The Association of Public Health Observatories has published ‘APHA technical briefing 5: geodemographic segmentaion’.  This briefing takes a summary overview of segmentation and then focuses on one approach to segmentation using geodemographic methods. It compares the most commonly available geodemographic segmentation tools, highlighting the possible applications within the health sector and discussing some of the factors that should be considered when looking to invest in a system.

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=67914
The National Obesity Observatory
National Child Measurement Programme dataset analysis 

The National Obesity Observatory has published 'National Child Measurement Programme: detailed analysis of the 2007/08 national dataset'. This report follows on from the NHS Information Centre's (NHS IC's) report 'National Child Measurement Programme: results from the school year 2007/08' published in December 2008. It presents detailed secondary analysis to further the understanding of the epidemiology of child height, weight and Body Mass Index (BMI) across the country, and attempts to explain some of the findings presented in the NHS IC report. The National Obesity Observatory will conduct further analyses following this report.

http://www.noo.org.uk/ncmp
Audit Commission
Work of the boards of NHS trusts and foundation trusts 

The Audit Commission has published 'Taking it on trust: A review of how boards of NHS trusts and foundation trusts get their assurance'. This report reviews the rigour with which boards of NHS trusts and foundation trusts operate the governance structures and processes to assure themselves that their organisation is operating effectively and meeting their strategic objectives. It includes recommendations for government and trusts as well as questions for board members to ask themselves about their current arrangements.

http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/reports/PRESS-RELEASE.asp?CategoryID=&ProdID=F8DAACF7-E2AF-4CBA-8A55-C967EB7A04FD
The King’s Fund

2009 Budget Assessment

The King’s Fund has produced an assessment of the 2009 budget and what it means for health services.
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/research/topics/2009_budget/
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

Risk of Introducing H1N1 (North American Influenza) to the UK pig population

This report provides general information on swine influenza and trade in pigs and pig products. Information is also provided on the April 2009 outbreak of influenza in humans. Unlike avian influenza, swine influenza is not a notifiable or statutory disease. Pig keepers and their veterinarians are therefore responsible for dealing with outbreaks of influenza in pigs to safeguard the welfare and productivity of their animals.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/animalh/diseases/monitoring/pdf/h1n1-090427.pdf
Environment Agency

Consultation: The management of clinical waste [Closing date: 5 June 2009]

This consultation seeks views on the alterations to the revised guidance on clinical waste management facilities. http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/library/consultations/104925.aspx
Communities and Local Government

 
Faith Communities and Pandemic Flu: Guidance for faith communities and local influenza pandemic committees

If an influenza (flu) pandemic happens in the UK, everyone will need to play a part in managing how it affects our society. At such a time, faith communities have an important role. Strong leadership from faith communities is vital when large scale incidents trigger concerns about social cohesion. Moreover, large scale fatalities raise specific issues for faith communities that need to be addressed.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/influenzapandemic
Food Standards Agency

Revised Food Safety Act guide published
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2009/apr/fsact1990
Commissioning

NHS Comparators

https://nww.nhscomparators.nhs.uk/NHSComparators/Login.aspx
Information Centre – Commissioning
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/commissioning
BBC Health
http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

You can also read Key Points, and other info-related alerts and messages, on the HILS (Health Information & Library Service) weblog at:
www.cehi-hils.org.uk
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