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Department of Health
the week: issue 92, 17- 23 April 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_098451
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 160, 20 April 2009
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin_20April.HTML
Medical Directors' bulletin, issue 92, April 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Medicaldirectorsbulletin/Browsable/DH_098439
Stroke-specific education framework. Consultation [Closing date: 12 June 2009]
This consultation seeks views on a framework to provide nationally recognised, quality assured and transferable education and learning programmes in stroke care at pre-registration and post-graduate level.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_098352
Consultation on ordinary residence guidance, Directions and cross-border arrangements [Closing date: 17 July 2009]
This consultation seeks views on the revision of guidance on the ordinary residence provisions in the National Assistance Act 1948 and on draft Directions that set out local authority responsibilities when ordinary residence disputes arise.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_098421
Environmental design principles for adult medium secure units [Closing date: 10 July 2009]
This draft document launches a consultation on revisions to previously published medium secure environmental guidance (Design Guide 1993). It is anticipated the document will annex the Best Practice Guidance and Specification for Adult Medium Secure Services, published by the Department of Health in 2007.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_098324
Adult social care workforce strategy

This document outlines the workforce implications of the Putting People First programme and provides a high-level framework to support the transformation of the adult social care workforce.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_098481
Social Work Taskforce

The Taskforce will be established as a joint unit across the Department of Health and the Department for Children, Schools and Families. The purpose of the taskforce is to drive and deliver a cross Government Social Work Reform Programme to improve frontline practice and management. The development of this programme reform will sit firmly within the framework of the 2020 Children and Young People’s Workforce Strategy and the Adult Social Care Workforce Strategy.

The Taskforce are currently holding a series of regional road shows to share insights about the challenges for social work and the key issues that the Taskforce needs address.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/SocialCare/DH_098322
Use of NHS number in social care: policy statement

This statement sets out the policy on which the decision was based that the NHS number may be used in social care for the purpose of linking social care and NHS records.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_098444
Intergenerational Demonstrator Programme: generations together

This page gives information on a programme to generate wider interest in intergenerational work. It links to a prospectus, a list of FAQs and an application form for local authorities to submit expressions of interest, in partnership with third sector organisations, for funding to develop demonstrator sites of intergenerational practice. The deadline for submissions is 10 June 2009.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/SocialCare/Deliveringadultsocialcare/Olderpeople/DH_097784
The European Commission's proposals for a Directive on the application of patients' rights in cross-border healthcare - UK Government's response to consultation.

This document provides an analysis of the responses to a consultation on how the European Commission's draft directive on the application of patients’ rights in cross-border healthcare could affect UK healthcare.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_098389
The Government's response to the House of Lords European Committee report ‘Healthcare across EU borders: a safe framework’
This command paper responds to the conclusions and recommendations of a report on the application of patients' rights in cross-border healthcare.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_098392
Template patient leaflets on MRSA screening

These illustrative template leaflets have been developed to assist local areas in communicating to patients about pre-operation MRSA screenings.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_098307
News releases 20-24 April 2009

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Change4Life survey says: Too many children not getting enough exercise 
New Change4Life advert to get the nation moving 

  

New strategy for a 21st century social care workforce 
£75 million to get 50,000 unemployed into social care work 

  

Statistical Press notice: Access to GUM services 
The February statistics have been released 

  

Statistical press notice NHS Referral to Treatment (RTT) Times data - February 2009 
Main Points 

  

NHS makes budget efficiencies 
The Department of Health is contributing £2.3bn in additional savings, as part of £5bn efficiencies in spending across the public sector in 2010/11, announced by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

  

Tackling inequalities from the ground up 
A new support team to tackle infant mortality has been launched by Public Health Minister Dawn Primarolo, who said it would help turn the tide on health inequalities. 

  

New programme revolutionises DH/Third Sector working 
Third sector leaders join Health Minister to launch New Programme 

Statistics

Sexual health: 48 Hour Genitourinary Medicine Access Monthly Monitoring (GUMAMM). – February 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/SexualHealth/index.htm
18 Weeks Referral to Treatment Statistics – February 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/18WeeksReferraltoTreatmentstatistics/index.htm
Information Centre

Prescription Cost Analysis 2008. [NS]

Prescription Cost Analysis (PCA) provides details of the number of items and the net ingredient cost of all prescriptions dispensed in the community in England. The drugs dispensed are listed alphabetically within chemical entity by British National Formulary (BNF) therapeutic class

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/prescriptions/prescription-cost-analysis-2008-[ns]
NICE
Guidance
CG 84 Diarrhoea and vomiting in children under 5
http://www.nice.org.uk/Guidance/CG84
CG 85 Glaucoma

Glaucoma: diagnosis and management of chronic open angle glaucoma and ocular hypertension
http://www.nice.org.uk/Guidance/CG85
Interventional Procedures
Endoscopic mastectomy and endoscopic wide local excision for breast cancer
http://www.nice.org.uk/Guidance/IPG296
Combined bony and soft tissue reconstruction for hip joint stabilisation in proximal focal femoral deficiency (PFFD)
http://www.nice.org.uk/Guidance/IPG297
Ex-vivo hepatic resection and reimplantation for liver cancer
http://www.nice.org.uk/Guidance/IPG298
Technology Appraisal

Venous thromboembolism - rivaroxaban
http://www.nice.org.uk/Guidance/TA170
Health Protection Agency
Travellers to Nigeria and Ghana continue to bear burden of malaria

New figures from the Health Protection Agency show that UK travellers visiting friends and family abroad, particularly in Nigeria and Ghana, continue to be the group of people most likely to acquire malaria.

In 2008 there were 1,370 cases of malaria reported in the UK.  For those cases where the region of travel was known, 71 per cent were in those who had visited West Africa.  The countries with the highest number of cases were Nigeria (492) and Ghana (148).

http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1240294800991?p=1231252394302
Home Office

Drug Strategy – One year on

The government published the new drug strategy on 27 February 2008. In the year since its publication there has been a great deal of progress, with drug use now down to its lowest level in more than a decade.

http://drugs.homeoffice.gov.uk/publication-search/drug-strategy/drug-strategy-2008-one-year-on
Audit Commission

Working better together? Managing local strategic partnerships

The Audit Commission national study 'Working better together? Managing local strategic partnerships' reviews arrangements for performance, resource management, and governance. The report identifies LSPs as evolving and maturing, local and national partners still need to recognise the key dynamics that support partnership working. Too few LSPs take an area-wide approach to performance and resource management. Some LSPs have well developed performance arrangements, but less developed resource management. And most LSPs have progress to make on their improvement journey if they are to deliver sustainable community strategy and LAA outcomes. LSPs that have good, shared systems for performance management (with performance reporting, resource allocation, and risk management) will find it easier to show that they are on track to achieve agreed outcomes than those that do not.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/reports/NATIONAL-REPORT.asp?CategoryID=&ProdID=05744773-42C2-4ba3-A945-6737715CDF2D&fromPRESS=NATIONAL-REPORT
King’s Fund 
Shaping PCT provider services
The King's Fund has published 'Shaping PCT provider services: the future for community health'. By October PCTs have been told by the government that they must separate their role as commissioners from their role as providers. The aim is to enable PCTs to improve community services by allowing them to focus on commissioning, removing the conflict of being both a provider and commissioner, and by encouraging competition for services. This report examines the issues surrounding the placement of community health services, the options proposed for their reorganisation, and the steps that must be taken to deliver the desired transformation in community health services.

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/what_we_do/press/nhs_must_not_waste.html
Communities and Local Government

Delivering better public services in Sunderland
Communities Secretary Hazel Blears and Health Secretary Alan Johnson visited Sunderland to hear first hand how local leaders are making use of devolved powers in responding to pressures facing their communities, explain what government is doing to provide real and practical support and find out what further help authorities need to get on with the job.

While in Sunderland, the Secretaries of State will officially open the Washington Primary Care Centre, a brand new state-of-the-art building which forms a central part of Sunderland's long term strategy to further modernise health facilities by creating four primary care centres in the city.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1209864
Understanding Muslim ethnic communities: technical report
This technical report on the Understanding Muslim Ethnic Communities research project accompanies reports on 13 of the most significant Muslim ethnic diaspora communities in England.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/understandingmuslimcommunity
Understanding Muslim ethnic communities: summary report
This report synthesises the findings of separate research and reports on thirteen Muslim ethnic communities in England undertaken for Communities and Local
Government in 2008. It is intended as an overview and accompaniment to the thirteen community reports rather than a standalone document
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/summarymuslimcommunity
 
Food Standards Agency

Healthy catering commitments
The Agency is working closely with the UK's largest workplace caterers as well as, high street restaurant, pub, coffee and sandwich chains to encourage them to enable their customers to make healthier choices when eating out.
http://www.food.gov.uk/healthiereating/healthycatering/cateringbusiness/commitments
Caterers work hard to improve workers' health

Millions of employees are now enjoying healthier meals, thanks to the efforts of 12 of the UK’s leading contract caterers and two of the biggest foodservice suppliers, who have been working with the FSA.
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2009/apr/caterers
Commissioning

Understanding Healthcare Markets: a PCT guide to analysis and market management

The new NHS Constitution has at its centre the right of patients to choose. This choice is underpinned by competition between health care providers, competition that is intended to be a driving force for improved quality and efficiency. This guide is intended as a short introduction for PCTs to market analysis and market management.

http://www.ey.com/Global/assets.nsf/UK/Understanding_health_care_markets/$file/EY_Understanding_health_care_markets.pdf
The Commissioner – April 2009

http://feedfup.blogspot.com/
BBC Health
http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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You can also read Key Points, and other info-related alerts and messages, on the HILS (Health Information & Library Service) weblog at:
www.cehi-hils.org.uk
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