
Key Points – 5th February 2010
Department of Health

the month: issue 29, January 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/themonth/browsable/DH_111731
the week: issue 131, 29 January – 4 February 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/index.htm
Medical directors bulletin, issue 100, January 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Medicaldirectorsbulletin/Browsable/DH_111800
National Cancer Programme bulletin, issue 4, January 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/NationalCancerProgrammebulletin/DH_111752
Children, Families and Maternity e-bulletin, edition 59, February 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/ChildrenFamiliesandMaternitybulletin/index.htm
Social Care bulletin, issue 13, January 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Socialcarebulletin/Browsable/DH_111854
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 200, 1 February 2010
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin_200_010210.HTML
User-Led Organisation Action and Learning Newsletter, Winter 2009/2010
This newsletter provides news on the user-led organisation project and gives broader insight into other agendas such as personalisation and the work of the Office of the Third Sector.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111817
Department of health: Swine flu  

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
Written Ministerial Statement announcing National Pandemic Flu Service to stand down

This is a written ministerial statement to Parliament by Public Health Minister Gillian Merron on 4 February. She announces that the National Pandemic Flu Service will stand down with effect from 1am on 11 February 2010.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/DH_111890
World class commissioning - January 2010 [Letter]
This letter gives an update for January 2010 on the world class commissioning programme.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_111879
Statements on internal control (SICs) 2009/10: year end timetable [Letter]
This letter sets out year-end arrangements for the 2009-10 statements on internal control.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_111778
Statements on Internal Control (SICs) 2009/10: disclosures guidance [Letter]
This letter gives clarification on how and where organisations should make disclosures or qualifications on their statement on internal control about risk management and review processes being in place for the full year, gaps in assurance frameworks, NHS pension scheme compliance and significant control issues for 2008-09.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_111781
Children's community equipment: proposals for funding and DH workshop [Letter]
This letter invites each strategic health authority to submit proposals for funding for innovative activities within and across primary care trusts to help achieve transformation of children’s community equipment and related services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_111875
Mental health employment and accommodation survey [Letter]

This letter gives specialist mental health trusts early notice of a forthcoming survey to be conducted by the NHS Information Centre on behalf of the Department of Health's mental health division. The survey will collect information regarding the employment and accommodation status of service users on care programme approach.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_111803
GP out of hours services: letter from David Nicholson [Letter]

This is a letter from NHS Chief Executive David Nicholson. He announces the publication of a report on general practice out-of-hours services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_111898
General practice out-of-hours services: project to consider and assess current arrangements

This document reviews the local commissioning and provision of out-of-hours general practice services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111892
Delivering quality in primary care: Performers lists - Language knowledge

This is interim guidance to primary care trusts in England to assist in making decisions about whether or not a doctor has sufficient knowledge of English to be included on the local performers list.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111901
Framework for quality accounts: a response to consultation

This document provides the Department of Health’s official response to the consultation and informs the regulation and DH toolkit for 2009/10 Quality Accounts.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_111895
Integrated care pilots expansion

Following successes in the original 16 integrated care pilots, the programme has been expanded to encourage and facilitate the sharing of knowledge amongst a wider range of stakeholders and identify further innovative initiatives. This gives more information and links to a self-assessment tool to allow more sites to join.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/IntegratedCare/Integratedcarepilots/DH_111797
Summary of insight research with middle aged adults

This research investigated the habits and attitudes of middle-aged adults to diet, physical activity and weight status.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111816
The Mental Capacity Act Deprivation of Liberty safeguards

Briefings on legal cases have been added.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/SocialCare/Deliveringadultsocialcare/MentalCapacity/MentalCapacityActDeprivationofLibertySafeguards/index.htm
Imaging for acute kidney injury (acute renal failure): good practice recommendations from the National Imaging Board

These good practice recommendations support the implementation of existing guidelines as well as considering the possibility of standardisation of reporting to support optimal management of patients at the most appropriate part of the renal pathway.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111869
Third Sector Strategic Partner Programme  2010/2011

This gives information on applying to the third sector strategic partner programme, which aims to invest in a small number of strategic partners who will work collaboratively with the Department of Health.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111782
Does the experience of staff working in the NHS link to the patient experience of care? An analysis of links between the 2007 acute trust inpatient and NHS staff surveys

This report links the results of the 2007 acute inpatient and staff surveys using a series of statistical analyses intended to highlight the most important relationships between the two surveys.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111828
A smokefree future: a comprehensive tobacco control strategy for England

This tobacco control strategy for England establishes a vision of eradicating tobacco harms and creating a smokefree future to support people to live healthier and longer lives. 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111749
Health and wellbeing reports

These reports focus on the prevention of ill health and the promotion of healthier lifestyle choices.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111698
Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI): Statements, advice and recommendations

A statement on herpes zoster (shingles) has been added.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/ab/JCVI/DH_094744
The Local Pharmaceutical Services (Essential Small Pharmacies) (Amendment) Directions 2010

This sets out legislation on small pharmacies.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Legislation/DH_111764
vCJD in blood recipients with a possible donor in common: coincidence versus causality

This paper was prepared for the CJD Incidents Panel, which provides advice on incidents in which any form of CJD might have been transmitted from person to person. In this instance, two recipients of blood developed vCJD, and there was some possibility that these individuals had a donor in common. This raised the question of whether the cases might have been caused by receipt of blood, with the donor being the common source of infection. The paper analyses how likely this would have been.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_112073
National Leadership Council

A top leaders update has been added.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Aboutus/HowDHworks/BoardsandCommittees/NationalLeadershipCouncil/index.htm
Speech by Andy Burnham on Health and Wellbeing
This is a transcript of the speech by Health Secretary Andy Burnham at a Demos event on 1 February 2010. He talks about not only treating ill health but also promoting good health.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_111794
Speech by Hon Andy Burnham: Life Sciences 2010 launch event

This is a transcript of the speech by Health Secretary Andy Burnham at the launch of the Life Sciences 2010 strategy on 26 January 2010. He talks about the UK's world-leading record in life sciences down the decades.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_111753
News releases 30 January – 5 February 2010

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Swine flu vaccine continues to provide vital protection says Chief Medical Officer 

Swine flu cases remain near their lowest level since the early stages of the disease in the United Kingdom, according to a statistical bulletin from the Chief Medical Officer for England.

Greater improvements to GP out of hours care 

GPs providing out of hours care in England will be subject to tighter controls and more robust skills and knowledge testing, Health Minister Mike O’Brien announced.

Recommendations to Improve GP Out of Hours Services 

A report into GP Out-Of-Hours care that makes a number of recommendations for improving the system has been published.

Innovation to be at the heart of care and support services 

A sensor that switches on the lights when you get out of bed, a temperature detector to stop your house getting too hot or too cold and a flood detector are just some of the assistive technologies on display at a state of the art ‘wise home’ that Phil Hope Care Services Minister visited in Harrogate.

Young jobless in North West to get a start in social care 

Social care employers in the North West will get a £1,000 subsidy if they give a young person the chance of a career in social care, young recruits will also receive free pre-employment training to get them off to a flying start.

Integrated care network to drive up Quality of Care 

Personalised, seamless care services for local people are at the heart of a new nation-wide community to drive up quality of care, share knowledge and shape policy, Health Minister Mike O’Brien and Care Services Minister Phil Hope announced.

A smokefree future for Yorkshire and the Humber 

An ambitious new strategy will halve the number of smokers, from 21 to 10 per cent of the population by 2020, Secretary of State for Health Andy Burnham announced.

A Smokefree Future in the West Midlands An ambitious new strategy will halve the number of smokers, from 21 to 10 per cent of the population by 2020, Secretary of State for Health Andy Burnham announced.

A Smokefree Future 

An ambitious new strategy will halve the number of smokers, from 21 to 10 per cent of the population by 2020, Secretary of State for Health Andy Burnham announced.

Shingles vaccine for those in their seventies moves a step closer 

Up to four million could benefit from protection.

Statistics

Smokefree legislation compliance data, July-December 2009

http://www.smokefreeengland.co.uk/thefacts/national-compliance-data.html
National Library for Public Health
E-newsletter – February 2010

http://www.library.nhs.uk/publichealth/page.aspx?pagename=NEWSLETTER
NHS Evidence
Urinary incontinence (NHS Evidence - women's health)

www.library.nhs.uk/womenshealth 

This 2010 Evidence Update builds on the accumulated knowledge-base and provides up-to-date summaries of the latest evidence in the management of stress and urge urinary incontinence and overactive bladder. Specific topics include: sacral neuromodulation for urinary storage and voiding dysfunction; pharmacotherapy for stress urinary incontinence; the use of botulinum toxin in the management of overactive bladder syndrome (OAB), and conservative management of stress urinary incontinence. 

Urinary incontinence (NHS Evidence - kidney diseases)

www.library.nhs.uk/kidney 

The 2010 Annual Evidence Update on Male Urinary Incontinence has, in advance of the publication of the NICE guidelines on the Management of Lower Urinary Tract Symptoms in Men later this year. This AEU updates the high-quality evidence and commentaries presented in early 2009 on: post-prostatectomy and urinary incontinence; Botulinum Toxin A; conservative management; male and female quality of life studies; stress urinary incontinence and surgery; stress urinary incontinence and drug treatment; urgency urinary incontinence and surgery; and urgency urinary incontinence and drug treatment. The RCTs and lower level evidence published in 2009 on Botulinum Toxin A and male urinary incontinence are also presented.

NICE

Citizens Council report: smoking and harm reduction, with invitation to comment.

The Citizens Council of the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE), has published a report on its meeting to discuss smoking and harm reduction. Comments are now invited on the Council members’ views on the theoretical strategy of harm reduction with regard to smoking – an approach not currently used in the UK.
NICE-citizens-council-report
Care Quality Commission

Consultation on our assessments of quality 2010-11
This consultation details how the CQC proposes to assess the quality of organisations, including PCTs as commissioners, NHS trusts and PCTs as providers, and adult social care organisations as providers. It also outlines how the CQC will report their findings and the special reviews they propose to carry out in 2010/11. The consultation runs until 27 April 2010.

http://www.cqc.org.uk//newsandevents/newsstories.cfm?cit_id=35772&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
Health Protection Agency

Scientists issue comprehensive report into health effects of ultrasound
The independent Advisory Group on Non-Ionising Radiation (AGNIR), which reports to the Health Protection Agency, has reviewed the latest scientific evidence on the health effects of ultrasound (frequencies above 20 kilohertz) and infrasound (below 20 Hz).
http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1265028749009?p=1259152466069
Audit Commission

Giving children a healthy start 
This report assesses the local implementation of national policy from 1999 to 2009 on the health of children from birth to five years of age in England
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/nationalstudies/health/financialmanagement/Pages/GivingChildrenaHealthyStart.aspx
NHS IFRS briefing paper 7: Auditors’ review of restated comparatives for the 2009/10 accounts 

This briefing considers findings from auditors' review of restated comparatives for the 2009/10 accounts by NHS bodies. It discusses significant financial reporting issues highlighted during this International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS) restatement exercise. NHS bodies should aim to resolve these issues before they prepare their first full set of IFRS-compliant financial statements.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/health/audit/financialmgmt/Pages/ifrsbriefingpaper7.aspx
National Audit Office

Department of Health: Progress in improving stroke care
This report concludes that the Department of Health's strategy for stroke care has increased the priority and awareness of the condition and has started to improve patients' care and outcomes. It states that actions taken since 2006 have improved the value for money of stroke care; but improvements have not been universal and improvements in follow-up care have not matched those of acute care services.

http://www.nao.org.uk/publications/0910/stroke.aspx
Home Office

World-first prototype pint glasses developed to make drinking safer
Two revolutionary prototype pint glasses designed to reduce the terrible injuries caused by nearly 87,000 glass attacks each year were unveiled at the Design Council today by the Home Secretary Alan Johnson.

The safer pint glasses, designed not to shatter into loose and dangerous shards, have been produced under the design out crime programme, an initiative from the Home Office’s design and technology alliance against crime and the Design Council. 

http://press.homeoffice.gov.uk/press-releases/world-first-prototype-pint-glasses.html
House of Commons Committee of Public Accounts

Young people's sexual health: the National Chlamydia Screening Programme
This report by the Public Accounts Committee examines the delivery of the Chlamydia Screening Programme, improving the efficiency of services and the Department of Health’s approach to managing a national initiative in a devolved National Health Service.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmselect/cmpubacc/283/283.pdf
Department for Children, Schools and Families

Consultation on Draft Regulations, and Associated Statutory Guidance, for Local Authorities to Provide Short Breaks for Carers of Disabled Children and Young People

This consultation seeks views on draft regulations to require local authorities in England to provide services designed to assist parents and carers to be able to continue to provide care for disabled children and young people, or to do so more effectively, by giving them access to short breaks from their caring responsibilities.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1688&external=no&menu=1
Equality and Human Rights Commission

The Commission is currently embarking on a consultation process to support implementation of the Equality Bill.

The new Equality Bill is the most significant piece of equality legislation for many years. It will simplify, streamline and strengthen the law, give individuals greater protection from unfair discrimination and will make it easier for employers and companies to understand their responsibilities. It will also set a new standard for those who provide public services to treat everyone, with dignity and respect.

http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legislative-framework/equality-bill/equality-bill-consultations/
DEFRA
Advice to pregnant women during the lambing season

Pregnant women should avoid close contact with sheep during the lambing season, the Government advised today.

The Department of Health, Defra and the Health and Safety Executive have advised that pregnant women who come into close contact with sheep during lambing may risk their own health, and that of their unborn child, from infections that can occur in some ewes. 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2010/100201a.htm
Food Standards Agency

Update on products free of colours associated with hyperactivity
The Agency has updated its list of product ranges that do not contain the six food colours associated with possible hyperactivity in young children. A further two manufacturers producing product lines free of the colours have been added to the list. The manufacturers are Dartmoor Kitchen and Sargents Bakeries.
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2010/feb/colours
FSA takes small steps to encourage young people to eat well, get active and feel good
The Food Standards Agency (FSA) today officially launched SmallSteps4Life – an innovative approach to motivating young people to take simple steps towards improving their health and well-being, both inside and outside the classroom.
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/pressreleases/2010/feb/smallstepslaunch
Bite: quarterly magazine

http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/pdfs/publication/bitespring10.pdf
Health and Safety Executive
Myth of the Month - February

Every month the Health and Safety Executive dispels a common myth about health and safety practice. This page gives information about the reality of the myth and links to related information.
http://www.hse.gov.uk/myth/feb10.htm
Health Economics Research Centre at the University of Oxford for the Alzheimer's Research Trust.Health Economics Research Centre at the University of Oxford for the Alzheimer's Research Trust.
The University of Oxford

Dementia 2010
This report for the Alzheimer’s Research Trust reveals that the impact of dementia on the UK’s society and economy is higher than ever. The report shows that dementia research remains severely underfunded compared to other conditions like cancer and heart disease. Dementia affects 820,000 people, costing the UK economy £23 billion per year, while dementia research funding is twelve times lower than that for cancer research. Each dementia patient costs the British economy more than the average salary and five times more than the average cancer patient. For  every £1 million in health and social care costs for the disease, £129,269 is spent on cancer research and just £4,882 on dementia research.

http://www.dementia2010.org/
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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