
Key Points – 8th January 2010
Department of Health

the week: issue 127, 18 December 2009 - 7 January 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_110855
Children, Families and Maternity e-bulletin, edition 58, January 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/documents/digitalasset/dh_110866.pdf
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 196, 5 January 2010
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin_196_050110.HTML
Department of health: Swine flu  

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
NHS Choices: Swine flu – latest news

http://www.nhs.uk/news/2009/04April/Pages/Swineflulatest.aspx
NHS Choices: Swine flu alert

http://www.nhs.uk/AlertsEmergencies/Pages/Pandemicflualert.aspx
Use of medication in care homes [Letter]

This letter describes recently published research commissioned by the Department of Health as part of the patient safety programme. The research identified considerable scope for improvement of prescription, dispensing, administration and monitoring of medicines in care homes.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_110717
GP extended opening hours [Letter]

Primary care trusts are expected to continue expanding extended opening hours in GP practices, particularly for patients of practices who are not offering this service. This letter gives more information.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_110754
Immunisation survey [Letter]

This letter from Senior Campaigns Manager of NHS Immunisation Information Steve Thorogood highlights a research programme to examine the attitudes and awareness of primary care givers to immunisation.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_110751
NHS staff survey wave 4 [Letter]

This letter from Director of NHS Communications Colin Douglas states that the Department of Health has commissioned GFK, an independent research agency, to conduct a survey among NHS staff, including clinicians and nursing staff in primary and secondary care, administrative staff and senior clinical and non-clinical managers, across England.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_110770
Benchmark figures for the likely demand for PETCT scans by indication [Letter]

In order to help Specialised Commissioners in their ongoing planning for PET services, the document below sets out benchmark figures for the likely demand for PETCT scans for different types of cancer.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_110860
The proposals to implement 'generic substitution' in primary care, further to the Pharmaceutical Price Regulation Scheme (PPRS) 2009. Consultation document [Closing date: 30 March 2010]This consultation seeks views on options for the implementation of generic drug substitution in England.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_110517
Education commissioning for quality

This document outlines an enhanced, comprehensive education commissioning system for non-medical and medical staff, sets principles for managing relationships between health and education more effectively and provides guidance to build strategic health authorities.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110774
Keeping Children and Young People in Mind: The Government's full response to the independent review of CAMHS

This is the full government response to the final report of the independent Children and Adolescent Mental Health Services Review, setting out progress to date and plans for the future of children and young people's mental health. The response also gives examples of the outcomes expected from a good service as an aid for commissioners, providers and practitioners.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110785
Changes to medicines legislation to enable Mixing of Medicines prior to administration in Clinical Practice

The Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency has put in place changes to medicines regulations to enable mixing of medicines prior to administration in clinical practice, effective from 21 December 2009. This gives more information.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/Medicinespharmacyandindustry/Prescriptions/TheNon-MedicalPrescribingProgramme/DH_110765
Swine flu information sheet for asylum seekers, refugees and other foreign nationals in the UK

This is a summary of current information on swine flu for people who cannot speak or read English and who may not have access to a regular flow of news.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110808
Respirator fit testing leaflet and posters

This is a leaflet and poster set designed to complement the FFP3 respirator fit test training sessions being rolled out by trusts. They provide visual and practical information on when best to use them, how to fit and check them and how to fit test them.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110792
Keep Warm Keep Well

The annual keep warm, keep well campaign is aimed at financially disadvantaged older or disabled people and their carers, and families with young children on low incomes. It gives information on the health benefits of keeping warm in winter, providing advice on healthy eating and exercise, home heating and energy efficiency, and details of the grants and benefits available. The page includes 2009 campaign materials.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/SocialCare/Deliveringadultsocialcare/Olderpeople/DH_4076849
News releases 1-8 January 2010
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Ignorance and indifference risks spread of chlamydia 

New campaign encourages under-25s to say “yes” to chlamydia tests

NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times figures, 30 November 2009 

The following statistics were released today by the Department of Health:

Department of Health Appoints Clinical Director for Informatics 

Charles Gutteridge has been appointed as the first national clinical director for informatics, the Department of Health announced today.
Take extra precautions now to keep warm and well 

The Met Office is predicting that the current cold spell will continue across the county with heavy snowfall expected across parts of central and southern England later today and on Wednesday. Cold weather warnings are in place across the country and the significant accumulations of snow expected could lead to major transport problems in affected areas.

Proposals to Dispense more Generic Medicines 

Proposals that would allow the dispensing of generic medicines instead of branded medicines in primary care, resulting in long term savings for the NHS, were set out today by the Department of Health.

Statistics

NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times figures, 30 November 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_110827
10 Downing Street
Severe weather - Government help and advice
This page links to information on government websites on transport, health, cold weather payments and other severe winter weather issues.
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page21998
Cabinet Office

New Year Honours List 2010
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Nl1/Newsroom/DG_183655
Department for Children, Schools and Families

Commissioning early intervention support services: Guidance for commissioners

This guidance provides clarity to local authorities and primary care trusts about a new indicator for joint commissioning of mental-health promotion and early-intervention support for children and young people.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters/resources-and-practice/IG00640/
Promoting the Emotional Health of Children and Young People: Guidance for children's trusts partnerships, including how to deliver national indicator 50

This guidance contains a detailed service specification that sets out the core support and services for children, young people and families, representing a comprehensive, strategic approach to promoting emotional health.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters/resources-and-practice/IG00639/
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Food 2030
This is the government’s food strategy. It is the first document of its kind in over 50 years. It sets out a vision of what the government wants the food system to look like in 2030 and how it can get there.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/food/strategy/
Department for Work and Pensions
Review of Support for Disabled Customers and Customers with a Health Condition: Evidence gathering exercise - Pathways to work programme [Closing date: 29 January 2010]

This exercise seeks views on pathways to work from customers, representative organisations, service providers and employers.
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/docs/pathways-evidence-gathering-151209.pdf
NHS Networks
NHS Confederation briefing: Too much of the hard stuff: what alcohol costs the NHS
http://www.nhsconfed.org/Publications/Documents/Briefing_193_Alcohol_costs_the_NHS.pdf
Healthy Outlooks mapping exercise: Survey from NCB

NCB’s ‘Healthy Outlooks’ work aims to help staff who work with children and young people most in need to better connect with the children's sector.

To achieve this, NCB is undertaking a mapping exercise to gather information about support networks whose primary audience is practitioners working to support children and young people ‘most in need’ (i.e. those in contact with the youth justice system, the care system, in supported youth housing or receiving related support)

http://www.networks.nhs.uk/news.php?nid=3728
NICE
Consultations

Acute coronary syndromes: pre-publication check [Closing date: 28 January 2010]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=46953
Macular translocation for wet age-related macular degeneration - Consultation Document [Closing date: 27 January 2010]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=article&o=46757
Macular translocation with 360° retinotomy for wet age related macular degeneration- consultation document [Closing date: 27 January 2010]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=article&o=46758
Laparoscopic radical hysterectomy for early stage cervical cancer - consultation document [Closing date: 27 January 2010]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=article&o=46759
Transanal haemorrhoidal dearterialisation - Interventional Procedures consultation document [Closing date: 27 January 2010]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=article&o=46761
Prince’s Trust

The Prince’s Trust YouGov Youth Index 2010

The Prince’s Trust YouGov Youth Index reveals that those out of work are significantly less happy with their health, friendships and family life than those in work. According to the report, based on interviews with 2,088 16-to-25-year-olds, unemployed young people are also more likely to feel ashamed, rejected and unloved more of the time. If trends follow those of previous recessions, these can become permanent psychological scars.
http://www.princes-trust.org.uk/pdf/Youth_Index_2010.pdf
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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