
Key Points – 8th May 2009
Department of Health
the week: issue 94, 1 - 7 May 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_098903
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 162, 5 May 2009
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin_05May2009.HTML
Children, Families and Maternity e-bulletin, May 2009, edition 50

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/ChildrenFamiliesandMaternitybulletin/index.htm
Social Care bulletin, issue 10 - April 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Socialcarebulletin/Browsable/DH_098777
Non-exec bulletin, Spring 2009 (Appointments Commisison)
http://www.appointments.org.uk/docs/BulletinSpring09.pdf
Swine flu
This section of the Department of Health's website brings together all the latest news and publications on the 2009 swine flu outbreak.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
Swine flu latest from the NHS (NHS Choices)
http://www.nhs.uk/news/2009/04April/Pages/Swineflulatest.aspx
Alert: Important information about swine flu (NHS Choices)
http://www.nhs.uk/AlertsEmergencies/Pages/Pandemicflualert.aspx
Joint letter to social workers in England [Letter]
DH/DCSF letter following publication of ‘The protection of children in England: a progress report’

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_098889
Uptake of NICE approved cancer drugs 2007/2008 [Letter]

This letter from National Cancer Director Professor Mike Richards outlines findings on the usage of NICE-approved cancer drugs in 2007/-08.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_098856
PL/CNO/2009/2 Eliminating mixed sex accommodation [Letter]
This letter provides an update on progress on eliminating same-sex accommodation in NHS wards and confirms further action required by 30 June 2009.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Professionalletters/Chiefnursingofficerletters/DH_098894
Carbon Reduction Commitment (CRC) [Closing date: 4 June 2009]

Information about the Carbon Reduction Commitment consultation process, encouraging NHS organisations to take note of the CRC requirements and, if a participating organisation, to ensure compliance.  
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Managingyourorganisation/Estatesandfacilitiesmanagement/Sustainabledevelopment/DH_098873
Speech by Alan Johnson, Secretary of State for Health, Thursday 7 May 2009: Health Inequalities speech

This is a transcript of the speech by Secretary of State for Health Alan Johnson at the Fabian Society on 7 May 2009. He talks about how the Government is tackling health inequalities, including inequalities among asthma sufferers.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_098929
Necessity - not nicety: a new commercial operating model for the NHS and Department of Health

This document sets out a model that will help to enhance commercial and procurement skills across the NHS and help to deliver high-quality and personalised care for patients.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_098876
Breakthrough to real change in local healthcare: a guide for applications to create Health Innovation and Education Clusters (HIECs)

This document describes the application process for health innovation and education clusters, which are partnerships between the NHS, higher education, industry and other public and private sector organisations. The clusters will support the spread and adoption of local innovation and strengthen professional education and training. This guide describes the vision for HIECs, the role of HIECs in education and training, how HIECs will support innovation and the application process.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_098887
Tackling health inequalities: 10 years on

This report reviews developments in health inequalities over the last 10 years. It covers developments across government on the wider social determinants of health and the role of the NHS. It provides an assessment of developments against the Acheson report, reviews a range of key data sets covering social, economic, health and environmental indicators, and considers lessons learned and challenges for the future. 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_098936
GP training practices £100m capital programme guidance

This letter to strategic health authority workforce directors gives information on guidance that sets out how £100 million of funding will be allocated. It also states who has responsibility for ensuring the capital upgrading of relevant GP practices takes place.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_098860
Report of the National Patient Choice Survey, England - December 2008

This report gives the final results of around 76,000 responses to the 16th national patient choice survey commissioned to assess the implementation of choice at primary care trust level.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_098859
The role of Responsible Officer - response to the consultation on Responsible Officers and their duties relating to the medical profession

This is the Government's response to a consultation on what should be included in secondary legislation covering the reform of professional regulation, including the creation of responsible officers.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_098851
Independent mental health advocates: supplementary guidance on access to patient records under section 130B of the Mental Health Act 1983

This guidance gives advice on whether section 130B of the Mental Health Act 1983 allows independent mental health advocates to see information in patients’ records that would not be disclosed directly to the patient and, if so, whether they may share that information with patients.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_098828
Sustainable food: a guide for hospitals

This guide describes why the sustainability of food is important; provides guidance on what hospitals can do to improve the sustainability of the food they provide to patients, staff and visitors; and advises on how hospitals can assure the sustainability of their food service provision.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_098881
Consultation report on the regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008

This is a report on a consultation on four sets of regulations required to implement the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_098882
News releases 1-8 May 2009

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
First step towards Swine Flu vaccine prototype achieved 
The first step towards producing a European prototype of a swine flu vaccine has been achieved by the Health Protection Agency (HPA), Health Secretary Alan Johnson has announced. 

New Chief Executives appointed at Strategic Health Authorities 
Two new Chief Executives have been appointed to lead the West Midlands and Yorkshire and Humber Strategic Health Authorities. Ian Cumming will lead West Midlands SHA and Bill McCarthy will lead Yorkshire and Humber SHA. 

  

Step change in NHS commercial expertise 
Commercial and procurement skills across the NHS will receive a major boost to help deliver high quality, personalised care for patients, following the publication of a new Commercial Operating Model by the Department of Health. 

  

Alan Johnson issues call to arms on children's asthma treatment - 10 years of progress on health inequalities 
Local health agencies and schools must improve the management of childhood asthma to help children lead full and healthy lives, Alan Johnson, Secretary of State for Health urged. 

  

National Patient Choice Survey latest results 
The following statistics have been released by the Department of Health: Report on the National Patient Choice Survey, December 2008, England The main findings of the December survey are: 

  

UK adopts new growth charts based on breast-fed babies 
New growth charts launched for National Breastfeeding Awareness Week 

Government pledges £1.6m for Macmillan's National Cancer Survivorship Initiative 
The Department of Health is to provide £1.6 million to Macmillan to improve services and support for those living with and beyond cancer, Health Minister, Ann Keen announced. 

  

New National Director for NHS Flu Resilience appointed 
Ian Dalton has been appointed the new National Director for NHS Flu Resilience at the Department of Health, Health Secretary Alan Johnson announced. 

  

Self-advocacy champion gets top learning disabilities job 
Scott Watkin named as the Department of Health's new Co-National Director for Learning Disabilities 

  

Work begins to eliminate mixed sex accommodation in NHS 
Building work to continue the progress made and finally eliminate mixed-sex accommodation in hospitals across England has started with over 700 projects planned across 200 organisations, Health Secretary Alan Johnson announced. 

  

30,000 NHS staff to get personal security alarms 
30,000 lone NHS workers are to receive personal security alarms from today, following a commitment made by Health Secretary Alan Johnson to improve the safety and security of staff. 

  

NHS staff receive £1.5 million to help innovation in community services 
OVER £220 MILLION ALSO ANNOUNCED THIS WEEK TO BOOST NHS INNOVATION 

Statistics

Report of the National Patient Choice Survey, England - December 2008
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_098859
NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times figures, 31 March 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_098690
Information Centre

IC Knowledge – April 2009
http://www.knowledge.ic.nhs.uk/ebulletins/ic_knowledge/index.asp
NHS Comparators for effective commissioning

http://www.knowledge.ic.nhs.uk/ebulletins/shared/article.asp?item_ID=1038
Primary Care Trust Prescribing Data, April - December 2008
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/prescriptions/primary-care-trust-prescribing-data-april--december-2008
NHS Networks
UK adopts new growth charts based on breast-fed babies

All newborn babies and children up to four years old will have their growth measurements plotted on new charts from this week. The launch of the charts, which have been developed for the Department of Health by the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health, based on the World Health Organisation's work, coincides with National Breastfeeding Awareness Week (10 - 16 May) and replaces current measures which are based predominately on babies fed with formula milk.
http://www.networks.nhs.uk/news.php?nid=2756
National Library for Public Health
Newsletter – May 2009
http://www.library.nhs.uk/publichealth/page.aspx?pagename=NEWSLETTER
NICE

NICE consultations
NICE has issued the following consultation documents:

- Percutaneous intradiscal electrothermal therapy for low back pain: interventional procedures consultation.  Closing date for comments is 26 May 2009.

http://www.nice.org.uk/ip073    
- Extracorporeal shockwave therapy for refractory Achilles tendinopathy: interventional procedures consultation.  Closing date for comments is 26 May 2009.

http://www.nice.org.uk/ip719    
- Extracorporeal shockwave therapy for refractory plantar fasciitis: interventional procedures consultation.  Closing date for comments is 26 May 2009.

http://www.nice.org.uk/ip252   
- Placement of pectus bar for pectus excavatum (Nuss procedure): interventional procedures consultation.  Closing date for comments is 26 May 2009.

http://www.nice.org.uk/ip135   
- Ultrasound-guided foam sclerotherapy for varicose veins: interventional procedures consultation.  Closing date for comments is 26 May 2009.

http://www.nice.org.uk/ip244   
- Eczema (chronic) - alitretinoin: technology appraisal consultation.  Closing date for comments is 22 May 2009.

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=43969   
- Reducing differences in the uptake of immunisations: public health guidance - consultation on the draft guidance.  Closing date for comments is 2 June 2009.

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=44054  

Department for Children, Schools and Families
The protection of children in England: action plan - The Government's response to Lord Laming
This document sets out the Government's response to Lord Laming’s recommendations on child protection. It outlines how all of central Government will work together with local government and front-line services including teachers, teaching assistants, school governors, staff in children’s centres and early years settings, child care workers and other partners working with children to drive forward reform of child protection services across England.
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=CM+7589
Safeguarding Children

This page brings together resources from across the department on how to safeguard children.
http://www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/socialcare/safeguarding/
Parent Know How Directory

In September 2009, an extensive online directory will be launched offering parents and those working with them the ability to search for information about childcare and families services in both their local community and nationally. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/parentknowhow/directory.shtml
Human Influenza – Pandemic
This page gives guidance on planning to support learning if schools close for extended periods during a flu pandemic.
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/emergencies/planning/flupandemic/
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

Swine flu (Swine influenza)
http://www.defra.gov.uk/animalh/diseases/swine-flu/index.htm
Department for Works and Pensions
The living standards of families with children reporting low income

This study examines the living standards of children from households who report low incomes. It particularly focuses on whether their parents are employed, self-employed or out of work.
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/rports2009-2010/rrep577.pdf
Food Standards Agency

Update on products free of colours associated with hyperactivity

The Agency has updated its list of product ranges that do not contain the six food colours associated with possible hyperactivity in young children. A further 22 manufacturers producing product lines free of the colours have been added to the list.
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2009/may/hyper
Joseph Rowntree Foundation

Drinking in the UK: an exploration of trends

This study is a systematic review of research relevant to trends in alcohol consumption over the last 20 to 30 years in the UK.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/drinking-in-the-uk
BBC Health
http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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www.cehi-hils.org.uk
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