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Department of Health
the week: issue 77, 2-8 January 2009 

Provides need-to-know news, consultations and events for chief executives and their teams. It provides links to more information and resources, highlighting areas for action
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_092965
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 145, 5 January 2009
NHS Workforce bulletin is your weekly update on HR and workforce issues in the NHS.
http://www.nhsemployers.org/files/workforce_bulletin.html
Consultation on regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008 [Closing date: 30 March 2009]

This consultation contains four sets of regulations required to implement the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008. Three of the sets of regulations are required to add further detail to the provisions in the 2008 Act: the procedure for revocation, variation or refusal of licences regulations ; the procedure for appeals against licensing decisions regulations; the procedure for disclosure of information for research purposes regulations. The fourth set of regulations updates the regulations made under the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990, that relate to the extension of the statutory storage periods for gametes and embryos.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465
Mental health Payment by Results currency development [Letter]

This letter highlights the work being conducted to develop a payment by results approach for mental health work.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_092963
Records management: NHS code of practice – parts 1 and 2
This code of practice is a guide to the required standards of practice in the management of records for those who work within or under contract to NHS organisations in England. It is based on current legal requirements and professional best practice. Part one was published on 5 April 2006. Part two was published on 8 January 2009.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_4131747
MRSA Screening - Operational Guidance 2
This guidance is to support NHS trusts in introducing MRSA screening for all elective patients by the end of March 2009. It is aimed primarily at chief executives and directors of performance.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_092844
Using mobile phones in NHS hospitals - January 2009 [Guidance]

This document provides guidance on mobile phone usage in hospitals. It replaces all previous guidance issued by the department.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_092811
Transforming community services: currency and pricing options for community services

This document is intended as a resource to be used by commissioners and providers of community services to help create transparent models of funding, through the use of new currencies and better pricing at a local level. The use of new currencies with accurate pricing should also lead to more services being available closer to home for patients.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_093008
NHS: Change4Life

Updated - the public Change4life website has been launched, along with a series of television advertisements.
http://www.nhs.uk/change4life/Pages/MakeChangeUpAndAboutFlash.aspx
DH news releases 20-31 December 2008
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
NHS Referral To Treatment (RTT) times data October 2008 
Main points 

  

New Health and social Care Commissioner appointed for London 
Ann Lloyd has been appointed to the post of Health and Social Care Commissioner for London at the Appointments Commission 

  

Hospital-wide mobile phone bans should be lifted 
Hospitals in England should consider allowing more liberal use of mobile phones, following new guidance issued by the Department of Health. 

  

Patients to have a say in improving GP services 
More than five million patients in England are being asked for their views on how to improve family doctor services in a new survey launched by the Government. Results from the national survey will be used to drive changes to GP services and rewards for GPs who provide fast, convenient services. 

  

Statistics

NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times, 30 November 2008, and revisions for April to October 2008
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_093006
18 Weeks Referral to Treatment statistics - data for October 2008 has been added.
http://www.performance.doh.gov.uk/rtt/
NICE

Appraising treatments which may extend life, at the end of life

Following the recent consultation on supplementary advice to be given to the Institute’s Appraisal Committees, when they are appraising treatments which may extend life, at the end of life, the following documents are being made available:

http://www.nice.org.uk/aboutnice/howwework/devnicetech/endoflifetreatments.jsp
NICE has issued the following consultation documents:

Combined bony and soft tissue reconstruction for hip joint stabilisation in proximal focal femoral deficiency (PFFD) (interventional procedures consultation) Closing date for comments 27 January 2009.

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=article&o=42807
Endoscopic mastectomy and endoscopic wide local excision for breast cancer (interventional procedures consultation) Closing date for comments 27 January 2009.
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=article&o=42805
Ex-vivo hepatic resection and reimplantation for liver cancer: interventional procedures consultation. Closing date for comments 27 January 2009.

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=article&o=42801
- Percutaneous mitral valve leaflet repair for mitral regurgitation: interventional procedures consultation. Closing date for comments 27 January 2009.

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=article&o=42803
Centre for Public Health

New Alcohol Profiles for all English Local Authorities
The latest Local Alcohol Profiles for England (LAPE) have been released by the North West Public Health Observatory at the Centre for Public Health. These profiles contain 23 measures of the burden that alcohol has on local communities. They include the Government’s national indicator – hospital admissions for alcohol related harm (NI 39) – as well as other measures such as alcohol related deaths, crime and incapacity benefit claimants.

http://www.nwph.net/alcohol/lape/
NHS Networks

Sunderland Local Involvement Network

Involving local people in the improvement and development of Health and Social Care Services

http://www.networks.nhs.uk/uploads/user/why_should_i_join_sunderland_link.doc
DEFRA
Advice to pregnant women during the lambing season

The Department of Health, the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, and the Health and Safety Executive advised that pregnant women who come into close contact with sheep during lambing may risk their own health and that of their unborn child, from infections that can occur in some ewes.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2009/090107b.htm
Communities and Local Government
Sources of resentment, and perceptions of ethnic minorities among poor white people in England

This report examines sources of resentment, and perceptions of ethnic minorities among poor white people in England. It is based on qualitative research in four areas and was produced for Communities and Local Government by the National Community Forum.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/sourcesresentment
Department for Children, Schools and Families

Local Authority measures for national indicators supported by the Tellus3 survey

These statistics are used to measure performance indicators on emotional health and well-being, percentage of children who have experienced bullying, more participation in positive activities, reducing the proportion of young people frequently using illicit drugs, alcohol or volatile substances and satisfaction with parks and play areas.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/STR/d000828/index.shtml
Department for Works and Pensions

Best practices sought to tackle child poverty

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/mediacentre/pressreleases/2009/jan/drc122-050109.asp
Journal of Occupational Psychology, Employment and Disability
This page links to issues of the Journal of Occupational Psychology, Employment and Disability, which contains articles written by DWP psychologists as well as non-DWP professionals working in the field of employment and disability. It also includes articles in the wider health, work and well-being domain.
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/advisers/joped/contents.asp
The National Institute for Mental Health in England (NIMHE)
Mental health act advocacy - guidance for commissioners
This guidance has been prepared for the introduction of independent mental health advocacy (IMHA) services on 1 April 2009. It outlines the statutory IMHA role, discusses good practice for IMHA services and outlines the commissioning process required to ensure high quality IMHA services are provided for qualifying patients under the Mental Health Act 1983. It is designed to support commissioners in preparing for this new statutory service by providing a reference document to the legal and practical issues to be considered when commissioning IMHA services.
http://www.mhact.csip.org.uk/silo/files/imha-guidance-for-commissioners.pdf
BBC Health
http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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