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Department of Health
the week: issue 66, 3-9 October 2008
Provides need-to-know news, consultations and events for chief executives and their teams. It provides links to more information and resources, highlighting areas for action
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_089038
Equality and Human Rights bulletin, issue 8, September 2008
A bulletin for equality leads and everyone working in health and social care with responsibility for, or interest in, equality issues.

http://www.datadrum.com/easydrum/ehrg/control/web_view.php?nid=51&uid=759
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 133, 6 October 2008

NHS Workforce bulletin is your weekly update on HR and workforce issues in the NHS.

http://www.nhsemployers.org/files/workforce_bulletin.html
Consultation on the European Commission’s proposals for a Directive on the application of patients' rights in cross-border healthcare [Closing date: 3 December 2008]

This consultation seeks views on how the European Commission's draft directive on the application of patients’ rights in cross-border healthcare could affect UK healthcare.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_089029
World Class Commissioning programme – September update

This letter from Director of NHS Commissioning Gary Belfield to strategic health authority chief executives and directors of commissioning gives a monthly progress report on the world-class commissioning programme.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_089082
How to achieve World Class Commissioning competencies: practical tips for NHS commissioners

This document sets out guidance on how local NHS commissioners can help achieve the Government's goal to drive up commissioning capability within the NHS.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_089015
Taking the long term view:  the Department of Health’s strategy for delivering sustainable development 2008-2011

This document outlines the department's commitment to sustainable development over the long term. 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_089049
Healthy weight, healthy lives: a toolkit for developing local strategies

This document is designed to help primary care trusts and local authorities plan, coordinate and implement comprehensive strategies to prevent and manage overweight and obesity. It provides information and tools including useful statistics, practical initiatives, evidence of effectiveness, checklists, frameworks and examples of good practice.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/DH_088968
Preparations for Winter [Letter]

This letter from Lyn Simpson, Director of NHS Operations, outlines the Department of Health's expectations about preparations for winter, information reporting and communications. It encloses a good practice guide on timely handover of patient care produced by NHS South West based on their learning and experience.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_089073
Government's response to the Health Select Committee Report on Dental Services

This document sets out the interim Government response to the conclusions and recommendations in a report on dental services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_088955
Pharmaceutical price regulation scheme and medicines dispensed to patients at home

This letter is aimed at NHS chief executives and directors and seeks support in identifying gaps in information on medicine expenditure in secondary care. Such information is crucial to the development of a new pharmaceutical price regulation scheme.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_089057
Human rights in healthcare - a framework for local action

This framework has been designed to assist NHS trusts in developing and applying human rights-based approaches in their organisations to improve service design and delivery.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_088970
Ensuring timely handover of patient care - ambulance to hospital
This document provides guidance for the NHS to assist in the timely handover of patient care from the ambulance to accident and emergency, or other hospital ward or department.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_089072
DH news releases 7-11 October 2008

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
WHO report shows mental health services in England leading the way in Europe 
Landmark report published on World Mental Health Day 

  

Consultation on patient mobility in the EU 
A consultation that will help formulate the UK's negotiating position to ensure the right legislative framework is developed around the new Patient Mobility EU Directive has been launched. 

  

Diagnostics waiting times & activity data: month ending August 2008. 
The Department of Health has released these statistics: 

  

Checks for all Doctors Moves a Step Closer 
Revalidation for all doctors moved a step closer as the Chief Medical Officer, Sir Liam Donaldson, confirmed the formation of the implementation team for England and £1 million of funding to support them. 
Statistical press notice: Mortality Target Monitoring - Update to include data for 2007 
These National Statistics have been released by the Department of Health: 

  

£11 million boost for dental hospitals 
An extra £11 million will be allocated to dental hospitals across England to fund new IT systems that will support the training of dental students, the Department of Health has announced.
  

Cost of obesity to local health services revealed 
PCTs count the cost of bad diet and exercise 

Statistics

Mortality target monitoring: update to include data for 2007
These statistics provide the latest annual update on mortality rates, which are used to monitor progress against Department of Health mortality targets for cancer, circulatory diseases, suicide and injury of undetermined intent, and accidents in England.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_088867
Provider based monthly diagnostics

The data for August 2008 has been added.
http://www.performance.doh.gov.uk/diagnostics/provider.html
Information Centre

Community Care Statistics 2007 – 2008: Referrals, Assessments and Packages of Care for Adults, England – Provisional Council Data

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/social-care/adult-social-care-information/community-care-statistics-2007-2008:-referrals-assessments-and-packages-of-care-for-adults-england-provisional-council-data
Personal Social Services expenditure and unit costs: England 2007-08 Provisional Council Data

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/social-care/adult-social-care-information/personal-social-services-expenditure-and-unit-costs:-england-2007-08-provisional-council-data
The House of Commons Public Accounts Committee

'NHS Pay Modernisation: New contracts for General Practice services in England'
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmselect/cmpubacc/463/463.pdf
NICE
Into Practice – newsletter October 2008

http://www.nice.org.uk/newsevents/nicenewslettersandalerts/intopractice-newsletterforimplementers/october2008/intopracticeoctober2008.jsp
Consultation

Type 2 diabetes newer agents: consultation on the draft guidance

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=42277
ASH
New Report Calls for Action to Protect Young People and Curb Tobacco Marketing
The annual cost of smoking to the NHS in England has soared from £1.7 billion a year in 1998 to £2.7 billion this year. Presented at the NCRI conference today the figures are included in a major new report, ‘Beyond Smoking Kills' published by Action on Smoking and Health (ASH), in collaboration with the British Heart Foundation, Cancer Research UK and endorsed by over 100 health and welfare organisations.
http://www.ash.org.uk/ash_eyhkq96u.htm
Healthcare Commission

Statement from the Healthcare Commission - Review of heart transplant services at Harefield hospital
http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/newsandevents/pressreleases.cfm?cit_id=6555&widCall1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
National Audit Office
Feeding back? Learning from complaints handling in health and social care.

A report by the National Audit Office found that navigating complaints systems is not straightforward, particularly for health service users, and handling some complaints takes too long. There is little sharing of lessons from complaints or evidence that services are improving as a result.

http://www.nao.org.uk/pn/07-08/0708853.htm
Health Protection Agency

Emissions from compact fluorescent lights
New research by the Health Protection Agency has shown that some energy saving compact fluorescent lights can emit ultraviolet radiation at levels that, under certain conditions of use, can result in exposures higher than guideline levels.
http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1223534061375?p=1204186170287
World Health Organisation
Millions with mental disorders in the developing world are deprived of necessary treatment and care.

More than 75% of people suffering from mental disorders in the developing world receive no treatment or care. A new WHO programme launched on World Mental Health Day 2008 highlights the huge treatment gap for a number of mental, neurological and substance use disorders.

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2008/pr37/en/index.html
National Library for Public Health
Newsletter

http://www.library.nhs.uk/publichealth/page.aspx?pagename=NEWSLETTER
Commissioning updates

World Class Commissioning for Primary Care

http://www.pcc.nhs.uk/events/all/984
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
You can also read Key Points, and other info-related alerts and messages, on the HILS (Health Information & Library Service) weblog at:
www.cehi-hils.org.uk
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View the library catalogue at: http://library.nuth.nhs.uk/webview
 

Did you know that your local health library offers:
 

Help and advice from skilled staff
Journal and book collections – electronic as well as traditional
Study space and internet access
Current awareness service
Document delivery service
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