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Key Points – 12th December 2008
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Check out this weeks Nursing Times supplement highlighting the amazing work done by 
 
Palliative Care Specialist nurse Gail White and the End of Life Care provided across care homes in Sunderland.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Department of Health
 
the week: issue 75, 5 - 11 December 2008
Provides need-to-know news, consultations and events for chief executives and their teams. It provides links to more information and resources, highlighting areas for action
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_091688
 
GP and practice team bulletin, issue 80, December 2008
This bulletin is a monthly information update providing resources on health policy and practice for GPs and the primary care audience, including practice managers and nurses.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/GPbulletin/index.htm
 
CMO update 48, December 2008
The Chief Medical Officer Update is a semi-annual newsletter sent from the Chief Medical Officer to all doctors in England. It incorporates topics that might otherwise have required an individual letter, progress reports on earlier letters, and other information from the department.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/CMOupdate/index.htm
 
Creating a new professional regulator for pharmacy: health care and associated professions - the draft Pharmacy Order 2009. Consultation [Closing date: 9 March 2009]
This consultation seeks views on proposals to create a new regulator for pharmacy professionals and pharmacy premises in England, Wales and Scotland.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_091681
 
The NHS in England: the operating framework for 2009/10
This document sets out a brief overview of the priorities for the NHS for 2009-10. It is accompanied by annexes that provide more detail on the priorities, how they are measured and how the new arrangements for managing the system will work.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091445
 
NHS allocations: 2009-10 and 2010-11 PCT allocations
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Managingyourorganisation/Financeandplanning/Allocations/index.htm
 
Payment by Results 2009-10 road-testing package
Package made available for the NHS to road-test the 2009-10 national tariff. A slide pack and frequently asked questions will be published here shortly.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091498
 
Consultation on the future of tobacco control: consultation report: December 2008
This report summarises the responses received to a consultation on proposed measures to reduce the significant harm to health caused by smoking for those who are addicted to nicotine and not able to quit altogether.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_091382
 
Safe. Sensible. Social - consultation on further action: Consultation report - December 2008
This document summarises responses to a consultation on industry practice and whether there is a need for further regulation of alcohol retailing.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_091369
 
Simplification plan: year three
This document is the third Department of Health simplification plan. It contains measures that demonstrate how the Department of Health is reducing the regulation burden on stakeholders.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091716
 
2009 Pharmaceutical Price Regulation Scheme [Letter]
This letter and its enclosures advise all pharmaceutical price regulation scheme members of the details of the 2009 scheme.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_091828
 
Invitation to Transforming community services: towards healthy change [Letter]
This is a letter of invitation to an interactive workshop on Tuesday 13 January 2009 on the transforming community services programme, which is a major element in the primary and community care vision as set out in the NHS Next Stage Review.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_091362
 
The National Health Service Constitution: report of the Constitutional Advisory Forum to the Secretary of State for Health
This report covers the results of a consultation on the proposed NHS Constitution, which will safeguard the core principles and values of the NHS for the next generation, whilst setting a clear direction for the future.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091768
 
Understanding detailed patient experience data: toolkit for analysts
This diagnostic toolkit is intended for use by performance and information analysts at NHS organisations and other healthcare personnel who have an interest in the area of improving the experience of their patients.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091660
 
Practice based commissioning: clinicians in commissioning
This page links to quarterly results of a survey that aims to get feedback from practices on their perception of the support offered by their primary care trust and on the clinical and financial engagement of practices with practice-based commissioning. The results of wave five of the survey have been added.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Managingyourorganisation/Commissioning/Practice-basedcommissioning/index.htm
 
Putting prevention first: vascular checks, risk assessment and management; impact assessment
This report assesses the impact of a universal risk assessment and management programme that could help reduce health inequalities in vascular diseases such as heart disease, stroke, diabetes and kidney disease.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Legislation/Regulatoryimpactassessment/DH_091697
 
NHS Next Stage Review: what it means for the Third Sector
This is a summary of the next stage review and how the third sector can be involved in local planning and service delivery.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091821
 
Pandemic influenza: guidance on preparing maternity services
This document identifies key issues and provides a guidance framework to enable and support the decisions on how maternity services providers will need to act during a pandemic, covering the period from conception to just after birth.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091737
 
Mortality target monitoring (infant mortality, inequalities): update to include data for 2007
These statistics provide the latest annual update on infant mortality rates, which are used to monitor progress against the Department of Health infant mortality inequality target.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_091236
 
Towards healthier, fairer and safer communities - connecting people to prevent violence: a Framework for Violence and Abuse Prevention
This framework report outlines the impact of violence and abuse on health and inequalities. It looks at why violence and abuse happen and makes links between the different forms of violence and abuse. It also provides a framework for intervention to prevent violence and abuse from occurring in the first place.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091772
 
The standard NHS contracts for acute hospital, mental health, community and ambulance services and supporting guidance
These guidance documents should be read in conjunction with The NHS in England: The operating framework for 2008-09. They cover agreements between primary care trusts and providers for the delivery of NHS-funded services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091451
 
Secretary of State report on disability equality: health and care services
This report draws on the available evidence and case studies reflecting national, regional and local points of view to assess progress in meeting the requirements of the Disability Equality Duty and remaining areas where more needs to be done across the health and care sector.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091263
 
Approaching FAST...a national campaign to increase stroke awareness: campaign materials [Leaflet]
This leaflet and poster support the FAST campaign, which offers a simple way of learning and remembering the signs of stroke so the stroke saver can identify when someone is having a stroke and react immediately.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091519
 
 
DH news releases 6-12 December 2008
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
 

Drug Information and Prescribing Guidance to become a key part of NHS Evidence 
Drug reference information in the British National Formulary will become a key element of the new NHS Evidence portal due to be launched in April 2009. As a result, responsibility for provision of this information for the NHS will transfer from the Department of Health to the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE), as part of the development of NHS Evidence. 
  
Government appoints independent group to review NHS Dentistry 
An independent review team to help improve access for patients who want to see an NHS dentist was appointed today by Health Secretary Alan Johnson. 
12 December 2008 00:01 
  
New data on children's height and weight published (Amended quote) 
Almost one million children measured 
  
Alan Johnson welcomes Health Regulator's annual report 
Improvements in access to healthcare, falling infection rates and reducing deaths from cancer & heart disease
  
Diagnostics waiting times & activity data: month ending October 2008 and quarterly census, period ending 30 September 2008 
These statistics have been released by the Department of Health 
  
Phil Hope opens first GP health centre in the East Midlands 
New centre in Corby will see patients 8am-8pm, seven days a week 
  
Johnson stubs out recruitment of young smokers 
Plans have been laid to remove cigarette displays in shops and prevent underage access to vending machines, putting children and young people at the forefront of the next tobacco control strategy. 
  
Statistical Press notice: GP Extended Opening Hours - monthly update. 
Statistical Press notice: GP Extended Opening Hours - monthly update. 
  
Health Secretary sets out future funding and NHS priorities 
NHS Primary Care Trusts (PCTs) are to receive £164 billion funding for 2009/10 and 2010/11, Health Secretary Alan Johnson announced. This includes an average increase of 5.5% over both years, continuing Government investment that has seen funding in the NHS treble since 1997. 
 
Statistics
 
Monthly and Quarterly/Biannual Diagnostics statistics
Diagnostics waiting times and activity data: month ending 31 October 2008, and diagnostics census for quarter ending September 2008
http://www.performance.doh.gov.uk/diagnostics/index.htm
 
Hospital Activity Statistics
Data on GP extended opening hours in November 2008
http://www.performance.doh.gov.uk/hospitalactivity/data_requests/index.htm
 
Information Centre
 
National Child Measurement Programme results 
The Information Centre has published 'National Child Measurement Programme: results from the school year 2007/08'. Established in 2005, the National Child Measurement Programme (NCMP) weighs and measures children in Reception (4-5 years) and Year 6 (aged 10–11 years) to assess overweight and obese levels. In 2007/2008, 973,073 primary school children were measured (88 percent of those eligible). The NCMP was set up in line with the Government's strategy to tackle obesity.
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/health-and-lifestyles/obesity/national-child-measurement-programme:-results-from-the-school-year-2007-08
 
Office for National Statistics
 
Cancer survival rates
Figures published by the Office for National Statistics show that survival continues to vary widely between different types of cancer. Over 96 per cent of men diagnosed in England in 2000-2004 with cancer of the testis survived five years, as did 81 per cent of women diagnosed with breast cancer. In contrast, five-year survival from lung cancer was less than 7 per cent for men and just over 8 per cent for women.
Press release:  http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pdfdir/can1208.pdf 
ONS:  http://www.statistics.gov.uk/StatBase/Product.asp?vlnk=14007 
 
Commissioning Updates
 
The Commissioner - Volume 3  issue 12, December 2008
http://thecommissionernhs.blogspot.com/
 
Health Protection Agency
 
Hepatitis C in the UK
This report details the action being taken at a local and national level to tackle hepatitis C across the United Kingdom (UK). Since the Agency's first annual hepatitis report for England, published in 2005, government action plans have been published in all countries of the UK. Each of the plans reflects the different priorities and concerns of that country, taking into consideration the differing systems for service delivery and the level of local accountability versus national coordination within each country. The countries are at different stages of implementation but all share common goals. We outline here the common major achievements and aspirations that are shared across the UK.
http://www.hpa.org.uk/web/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1228810569993
 
Health and Safety Executive
 
The Health and Safety of Great Britain - Be part of the solution. Consultation [Closing date: 2 March 2009]
This consultation seeks views on the key goals for a new strategy set out by the Health and Safety Executive, including a specific goal for working with local authorities in the area of investigation and securing justice.
http://www.hse.gov.uk/strategy/index.htm
  
Healthcare Commission
 
State of Healthcare 2008: full report
This report looks at the progress made in healthcare since 2004 and the challenges ahead. It focuses on how six key areas of care were provided to and experienced by patients in 2008.
http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/publicationslibrary.cfm?fde_id=10069
 
Audit Commission
 
Clarifying joint financing arrangements: a briefing paper for health bodies and local authorities
This briefing demystifies pooled funds and Section 75 of the NHS Act 2006. It also reviews the current range of joint financing arrangements between NHS bodies and local authorities across health and social care.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/reports/NATIONAL-REPORT.asp?CategoryID=&ProdID=A7A89F5F-9D04-4f92-B3B5-196731FA63A6&fromREPORTSANDDATA=NATIONAL-REPORT
 
Department for Children, Schools and Families
 
Ofsted Joint Area Review of Haringey
This special joint area review was commissioned following the death of Baby P in Haringey. The remit for this inspection was to undertake an urgent and thorough inspection of the quality of practice and management of key services which contribute to the effective safeguarding of children in the local area.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/haringeyreview/
 
Government response to Joint Chief Inspectors' report on safeguarding children
This document sets out the Government’s response to recommendations contained in the chief inspectors’ report on safeguarding arrangements for children. These recommendations focus on the need to strengthen local multi-agency arrangements.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/safeguardingchildrenresponse/
 
Children looked after in England (including adoption and care leavers) year ending 31 March 2008
This statistical first release provides information about children who were looked after in England in the year ending 31 March 2008. The figures are based on returns collected from all English local authorities.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000810/index.shtml
 
The Children's Plan: one year on - progress report
This report examines the progress that has been made in 2008 towards the ambitions set out in the Children’s Plan.
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-01049-2008&
 
2020 Children and Young People's Workforce Strategy: report of children's workforce practitioners workshops
This report presents findings from an evidence-gathering exercise for the expert group on the children's workforce, which is supporting the development of a long-term strategy for the children's workforce.
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-01056-2008&
 
Communities and Local Government
 
Taking Part: The National Survey of Culture, Leisure and Sport – Final assessment of progress on PSA3: complete estimates from year three, 2007/08
This statistical report presents data on engagement and non-engagement among children in culture, leisure and sport.
http://www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/publications/5653.aspx
 
King’s Fund
 
Mental Health Act 2007 – briefing
This briefing focuses on the 2007 Mental Health Act in relation to England. Most provisions of the 2007 Act came into effect in November 2008. Especially notable are extended powers of compulsion in the community – Supervised Community Treatment (SCT) – and a widening of the professional groups that can apply to fulfil new roles that exercise power under the Act – approved mental health professional (AMHP) and responsible clinician (RC).
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/briefings/mental_health_act.html
 
Commissioning and behaviour change - Kicking Bad Habits final report
Unhealthy behaviours – smoking, alcohol misuse, poor diet, lack of exercise – lead to ill health, with resulting costs to individuals, to the NHS and to society as a whole. PCTs are expected to commission support to help people change their behaviour to adopt more health lifestyles – but what should that support be? The Kicking Bad Habits programme was launched to identify effective interventions.
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/kings_fund_publications/kbh_final_report.html
 
Food Standards Agency
 
FSA news, December 2008, issue 83
http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/pdfs/publication/fsanews83.pdf
 
Commission for Rural Communities
 
State of the Countryside update 5: rural analysis of the index of multiple deprivation 2007
This report looks at how the Index of Multiple Deprivation and its component domains are distributed across rural England, and discusses the extent to which these patterns reflect rural disadvantage and deprivation.
http://www.ruralcommunities.gov.uk/publications/stateofthecountrysideupdate5ruralanalysisoftheindexofmultipledeprivation2007
 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
 
The environment in your pocket 2008, 12th edition
annual publication containing material on various environmental themes including climate change, air quality, waste and recycling, land, coastal and marine waters, radioactivity, wildlife and inland water. The main theme of this year’s publication is climate change and a larger section has been devoted to topics relating to climate change.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/statistics/eiyp/index.htm
 
Sport England
 
Active People Survey 2007-08: national results
This factsheet provides a breakdown of wider sport and physical activity participation by local authority area, including data on volunteering, club membership and satisfaction with sports provision.
http://www.sportengland.org/index/get_resources/research/active_people/active_people_2_headline_results/aps2_results_national.htm
 
Active People Survey 2007-08: regional results
These factsheets give the regional results from the 2007-08 Active People Survey. They include information on sports participation, volunteering and satisfaction.
http://www.sportengland.org/index/get_resources/research/active_people/active_people_2_headline_results/aps2_results_regional.htm
 
Active People Survey 2007-08: County and local results
These factsheets give the local and county-level results from the 2007-08 Active People Survey. They include information on sports participation, volunteering and satisfaction.
http://www.sportengland.org/index/get_resources/research/active_people/active_people_2_headline_results/aps2_results_local.htm
 
Active People Survey 2007-08: sport results
This factsheet gives results for individual sports from the 2007-08 Active People Survey.
http://www.sportengland.org/index/get_resources/research/active_people/active_people_2_headline_results/aps2_results_sport.htm
 
Briefing note: Explanation of the different sport participation indicators
This briefing note explains the indicators used to measure sports participation in the Active People Survey.
http://www.sportengland.org/summary_of_sport_participation_indicators.pdf
 
BBC Health
http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
You can also read Key Points, and other info-related alerts and messages, on the HILS (Health Information & Library Service) weblog at:
www.cehi-hils.org.uk
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sue Austin        &             Sue Graham
tel: 0191 4971460       0191 5297209
 
Librarian/Knowledge Managers
email library@sotw.nhs.uk
 

View the library catalogue at: http://library.nuth.nhs.uk/webview
 
 
 
regards
Sue Graham
 

Librarian/Knowledge Manager
 

Sunderland Teaching Primary Care Trust
Pemberton House
Colima Avenue
Sunderland Enterprise Park
Sunderland
SR5 3XB
 

Tel: 0191 5297209
Email: sue.graham@sotw.nhs.uk
 

View the library catalogue at: http://library.nuth.nhs.uk/webview
 

Did you know that your local health library offers:
 

Help and advice from skilled staff
Journal and book collections – electronic as well as traditional
Study space and internet access
Current awareness service
Document delivery service
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