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Key Points – 12th September 2008
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Department of Health
the week: issue 62, 5 - 11 September 2008

Provides need-to-know news, consultations and events for chief executives and their teams. It provides links to more information and resources, highlighting areas for action

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_087847
GP and Practice Team bulletin, issue 77, September 2008
A monthly information update providing resources on health policy and practice for GPs and the primary care audience, including practice managers and nurses.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/GPbulletin/DH_087757
CNO bulletin, issue 71, September 2008

This bulletin provides up-to-date information about NHS news and related developments of specific interest to nurses, midwives and health visitors.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Chiefnursingofficerbulletin/Browsable/DH_087829
LINks bulletin, issue 15, September 2008

The bulletin gives updates on progress being made towards the establishment of LINks, helpful tips and advice about gearing up for LINks, and information on how to get involved in preparations locally and nationally.
http://www.nhscentreforinvolvement.nhs.uk/index.cfm?Content=142
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 129, 8 September 2008

This bulletin is a weekly update on HR and workforce issues in the NHS.

http://www.nhsemployers.org/files/workforce_bulletin.html
What's new in R&D

Launch of procedure for investigating allegations of misconduct in research

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Researchanddevelopment/DH_4136297
World Class Commissioning programme - August update

This letter provides a monthly progress report on the world-class commissioning programme.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_087790
Consultation on a regime for unsustainable NHS providers [Closing date: 3 December 2008]
This consultation seeks views on proposals for the Government's intention to establish a failure regime for state-owned providers.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_087835
Keep Warm Keep Well: supporting vulnerable people during cold weather - advice for health and social care professionals

This leaflet is part of the national Keep Warm Keep well programme, which aims to reduce chronic and acute health risks associated with cold weather. It contains advice for people working in primary care or social services, and for home care providers. In this leaflet, you will find out about the dangers of cold to vulnerable people. It will help you plan before and during winter, or for any particularly cold period.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_087955
Immunisation survey

The specialist market research agency BMRB will be conducting research on behalf of NHS Immunisation Information (as part of the Department of Health), between 6th October and 9th November 2008.  The research examines the attitudes and awareness of parents to immunisation.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_087902
Launch of Change4Life, a national movement to tackle childhood obesity

This letter, from Ed Balls MP and Alan Johnson, Secretary of State for Health, announces the Change4Life campaign

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_087846
Improving outcomes in children and young people with cancer: guidance on commissioning services for young people

This letter contains key messages for commissioners of cancer services for teenagers and young adults in order to improve their care.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_087802
Evaluation of Information Prescriptions: final report and Government response

This document presents the final report and response on information prescriptions pilots that were conducted throughout 2007.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/PatientChoice/Choice/BetterInformationChoicesHealth/DH_4123091
Local 18 week patient experience surveys

This letter updates NHS chief executives with more detailed guidance on the use of primary care trust-level surveys to measure local patient experience of 18-week pathways.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_087803
Help is at hand: a resource for people bereaved by suicide and other sudden, traumatic death

This guide is aimed at the wide range of people who are affected by suicide or other sudden, traumatic death. It aims firstly to help people who are unexpectedly bereaved in this way. It also provides information for healthcare and other professionals who come into contact with bereaved people, to assist them in providing help and to suggest how they themselves may find support if they need it.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_087031
DH news releases 5-12 September 2008

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
 

Patients endorse Home Oxygen Service 
95% of patients in England and Wales are happy with the service they receive from the Home Oxygen Service, the Department of Health has announced. 

  

Chair of NHS Cooperation and Competition Panel announced 
The first chair of the panel that will ensure that competition between the NHS and Independent Sector Providers, for NHS-funded services is fair and transparent, has been announced by Health Minister Ben Bradshaw. 

  

Consultation on regime for failed NHS providers published 
The Government set out further details for tackling poor performance in NHS hospitals and trusts while protecting services for patients. 

  

Diagnostics waiting & activity - monthly update and quarterly census 
Statistics released 10 September by the Department of Health
  

GP extended opening hours - Monthly update 
Statistics released 9 September by the Department of Health

Statistics

Hospital activity statistics

The September update on GP extended opening hours has been added.
http://www.performance.doh.gov.uk/hospitalactivity/data_requests/index.htm
Provider-based monthly diagnostics

The data for July 2008 has been added.

http://www.performance.doh.gov.uk/diagnostics/provider.html
Biannual and quarterly diagnostics census statistics

Statistics for the second quarter of 2008 have been added.
http://www.performance.doh.gov.uk/diagnostics/census.html
Audit Commission

Health update, edition 18, September 2008

In this issue: ALE scores publishing in October 2008; CAA roadshows autumn 2008 – book your place now; PbR data assurance findings published; Two new data briefings online; Consultation launched on work programme and fee scales 2009/10; News and Other upcoming events.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/health/healthmatters/issue18/issue18.asp?issue=18&linkid-1
Assure, edition 4, August 2008

Newsletter detailing updates and developments on the work programme for the payment by results data assurance framework, including emerging issues and good practice.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/health/pbr/issue4/issue4.asp
Financial Health News (FHN)

This page links to a newsletter from the Audit Commission that provides health sector professionals with essential financial health management information, updates on current work and new national reports.

http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/health/fhn/rindex.asp?CategoryID=english^574
Department for Children, Schools and Families

Legislating for Sure Start Children's Centres: consultation [Closing date: 6 November 2008]

This consultation seeks views on proposals to give Sure Start Children's Centres a specific statutory legal basis, as part of the forthcoming Education and Skills Bill.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/conDetails.cfm?consultationId=1575
Reform

Making the NHS the best insurance policy in the world

Report by think tank Reform proposing that the NHS should be replaced by a health protection model in which the government acts as a regulator. The system proposed in the report would include incentives for healthy living, an insurance model to cover rare drugs and luxury items and clarity over which treatments people can receive for their financial contribution.  

http://www.reform.co.uk/documents/Making%20the%20NHS%20the%20best%20insurance%20policy%20in%20the%20world.pdf
Joseph Rowntree Foundation

The media, poverty and public opinion in the UK (Findings)
This study examines the relationship between the UK media and public ideas of poverty. Although public attitudes cannot be attributed to the influence of mass media, it is important to acknowledge the media’s pivotal role in responding to and reinforcing public ideas about poverty.

http://www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/socialpolicy/2261.asp
Reporting poverty in the UK: a practical guide for journalists

This guide provides journalists with an overview of UK poverty, highlights the dilemmas they face in covering it and suggests ways in which the subject can be dealt with fairly and authoritatively.

http://www.jrf.org.uk/bookshop/details.asp?pubID=977
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

You can also read Key Points, and other info-related alerts and messages, on the HILS (Health Information & Library Service) weblog at:
www.cehi-hils.org.uk
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