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Key Points – 13th February 2009
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Department of Health
 
the week: issue 81, 30 January - 5 February 2009
Provides need-to-know news, consultations and events for chief executives and their teams. It provides links to more information and resources, highlighting areas for action

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_094394
 

Children, families and maternity bulletin
This monthly bulletin is designed to provide updates on activities that support the delivery of the Be Healthy outcome for children, young people and families through the Every Child Matters 'Change for Children' agenda. It is for managers and front-line staff in education, social care and health, and for voluntary sector organisations that work with children, young people, and pregnant women.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/ChildrenFamiliesandMaternitybulletin/index.htm
 

Be active, be healthy: a plan for getting the nation moving
Be active, be healthy establishes a new framework for the delivery of physical activity alongside sport for the period leading up to the London 2012 Olympic Games, Paralympic Games and beyond.  Programmes outlined in the plan will contribute to Government’s ambition of getting 2 million more people active by 2012 and have been designed to leave a lasting legacy from the Games.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_094358
 
Healthy lives, brighter futures – The strategy for children and young people’s health
In December 2007, the Government made a commitment in the Children’s Plan to publish a child health strategy jointly between the Department of Health and the Department for Children, Schools and Families. Healthy lives, brighter futures: A strategy for children and young people’s health has been launched by Alan Johnson, Secretary of State for Health and Ed Balls, Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_094400
 
Mental Capacity Act Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (MCA DOLS) and Section 75 partnerships under the National Health Service Act 2006
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/SocialCare/Deliveringadultsocialcare/MentalCapacity/MentalCapacityActDeprivationofLibertySafeguards/DH_094324
 
Health checks for people with learning disabilities
Directions now require PCTs to offer GP practices in their area the opportunity to provide Directed Enhanced Services, including these health checks. This letter encourages primary care trusts (PCTs) to undertake the preparatory work needed to allow these health checks to begin.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_094352
 
Stroke: Act F.A.S.T. awareness campaign
The Stroke: Act F.A.S.T. awareness campaign aims to educate healthcare professionals and the public on the signs of stroke and that prompt emergency treatment can reduce the risk of death and disability. It encourages people to recognise the signs of stroke and feel confident to phone 999 for an ambulance on detecting any single one of them. Emergency action is as important for TIA (Transient Ischaemic Attack) or ‘mini-strokes’.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_094239
 
Action to be taken for the National Patient Reported Outcome Measures (PROMS) programme
Letter asking for operational or executive leads on PROMS to be identified on an attached proforma.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_094353
 
Prospectus document for Carers Demonstrator Sites
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_094296
 
Directions concerning the Disposal of Surplus Public Sector Land for Housing 2009
Directions have been issued to NHS organisations, (except NHS foundation trusts) selling surplus land and property for housing development, to ensure that the private sector bodies responsible for constructing the homes must comply with four quality standards published by English Partnerships in November 2007.  These are the Code for Sustainable Homes – Level 3; Lifetime Homes: Building for Life (Silver or Gold); and Integrated Tenures.  These NHS organisations are also directed to have regard to the Treasury Dear Accounting Officer Letter (DAO(GEN)04/08).
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_094330
 
Reform of health professions' regulators
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=392144&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=False
 
It has been announced that the Chief Executive of Marie Curie Cancer Care, Thomas Hughes-Hallett, will head up the expert panel on end of life care.
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=392491&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=False
 

Statistics
 
A&E Statistics - Quarterly Update
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=392547&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=False
 

Direct access Audiology Referral To Treatment (RTT) times data November 2008
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=392396&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=False
 

GP Extended Opening Hours - monthly update
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=392266&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=False
 

 

NICE
 

Into Practice February 2009

http://www.nice.org.uk/newsevents/nicenewslettersandalerts/intopractice-newsletterforimplementers/february2009/intopracticefebruary2009.jsp
 

 

Healthcare Commission
 

Commissioning Healthcare in prisons
The Healthcare Commission has published 'Commissioning healthcare in prisons: the results of joint work between the Healthcare Commission and Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Prisons in 2007/08'. This report gives the findings from the inspections of prisons during 2007/08 relating to the delivery of healthcare and the management of substance misuse. It gives recommendations for primary care trusts on how to improve services.
http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/_db/_documents/Commissioning_healthcare_in_prisons.pdf
 

Healthcare in the community for young people who offend 
The Healthcare Commission (HC)has published 'Actions speak louder: a second review of healthcare in the community for young people who offend'. This joint report by the HC and Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Probation reviews the provision of healthcare to youth offending teams. It highlights the changes that have taken place since the inspections began and makes recommendations to help the organisations involved make further improvements.
http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/newsandevents/mediacentre/pressreleases.cfm?cit_id=1620&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
 

  

Commission for Social Care Inspection
 

In Focus: Putting people first: Equality and diversity matters 3
This bulletin is the third in a series designed to help service providers meet the personalisation agenda in social care by addressing equality and diversity matters. This bulletin focuses on achieving disability equality in social care services.
http://www.csci.gov.uk/about_us/publications/in_focus_3.aspx
 

 

Home Office
 

A new guide aimed at helping victims of domestic violence has been launched by Home Secretary Jacqui Smith and the new Victim’s Champion Sara Payne.
The purse sized guide shows how friends and family members can recognise of someone is suffering from domestic violence and sets out what practical support is available.

http://press.homeoffice.gov.uk/press-releases/New-support-for-DV-victims
 

 

Food Standards Agency
 

Saturated fat campaign launched to tackle UK’s biggest killer
The Agency has launched a public health campaign to raise awareness of the health risks of eating too much saturated fat. People in the UK eat on average 20% more saturated fat than the recommended maximum. 

The campaign will promote a range of simple, positive and practical steps that people can take to help improve their health and reduce their risk of developing heart disease.

http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2009/feb/satfatcamp
 

Food Standards Agency Nutrition Research Review
This consultation seeks views on the Food Standards Agency’s nutrition research and survey portfolio, its future content and the balance between different areas of research.
http://www.food.gov.uk/consultations/ukwideconsults/2009/nutritionresearchreview
 

Innovating for health
This report is essential reading for anyone with an interest in securing better medicines for patients. It sets out the changes needed to secure the relationships and improve the working methods that will enable this to become a reality.

http://www.networks.nhs.uk/uploads/09/02/innovating_for_health_leaflet.pdf
 

 

BBC Health
http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

You can also read Key Points, and other info-related alerts and messages, on the HILS (Health Information & Library Service) weblog at:
www.cehi-hils.org.uk
 

Sue Austin        &             Sue Graham

tel: 0191 4971460       0191 5297209
 

Librarian/Knowledge Managers

email library@sotw.nhs.uk
 

View the library catalogue at: http://library.nuth.nhs.uk/webview
 

 

regards
Sue Graham
 

Librarian/Knowledge Manager

 

Sunderland Teaching Primary Care Trust

Pemberton House

Colima Avenue

Sunderland Enterprise Park

Sunderland

SR5 3XB

 

Tel: 0191 5297209

Email: sue.graham@sotw.nhs.uk
 

View the library catalogue at: http://library.nuth.nhs.uk/webview
 

Did you know that your local health library offers:
 

Help and advice from skilled staff
Journal and book collections – electronic as well as traditional
Study space and internet access

Current awareness service

Document delivery service
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