
Key Points – 14th August 2009
Department of Health

the week: issue 108, 7-13 August 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_104253
Children, Families and Maternity e-bulletin, issue 53, August 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/ChildrenFamiliesandMaternitybulletin/index.htm
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 176, 10 August 2009
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin_10August2009.HTML
NHS Choices: Swine flu – latest news

http://www.nhs.uk/news/2009/04April/Pages/Swineflulatest.aspx
Swine flu

This section of the Department of Health's website brings together all the latest news and publications on the 2009 swine flu outbreak.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
Swine flu: letter to Social Care Reference Group

This letter outlines the current activities of the national director for social care flu resilience.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_103866
Swine Flu: Letter to directors of adult social services
This letter sets out the actions directors of adult social services should be undertaking to deal with swine flu.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_103865
A (H1N1) swine influenza: vaccination programme [Letter]

This is a letter from NHS Chief Executive David Nicholson. It supports the announcement of the priority groups for the swine flu vaccination programme.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_104270
Further details about the H1N1 swine flu vaccination programme 2009-2010 [Letter]

This is a letter from Chief Medical Officer Sir Liam Donaldson. It supports the announcement of the priority groups for the swine flu vaccination programme.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_104267
Swine flu vaccination programme

These documents support the announcement of priority groups for vaccination against swine flu, including individuals aged six months and up to 65 years in the current seasonal flu vaccine clinical at-risk groups, all pregnant women, subject to licensing considerations on trimesters, household contacts of immunocompromised individuals and people aged 65 and over in the current seasonal flu vaccine clinical at-risk groups.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/InformationandGuidance/Vaccinationprogramme/index.htm
Towards a strategy to support volunteering in health and social care: consultation. Response to the consultation

This document sets out the response to a consultation on a proposed volunteering strategy for health and social care that will articulate the key actions needed to address the perceived obstacles to volunteering.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_103947
Consultation on the Health and Social Care Act 2008 Code of Practice for health and social care on the prevention and control of infections and related guidance; and Prevention and control of infection in care homes (a supporting guidance document for providers of adult social care) [Clsing date: 6 November 2009]

This consultation seeks views on a code of practice and supporting guidance that will help providers of health care and adult social care to plan and implement how they prevent and control healthcare-associated infections. It sets out criteria that the Care Quality Commission will use to assess compliance with the registration requirement.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_104114
Safety and Security Directions – High Secure Psychiatric Services – proposals for consultation [Closing date: 2 November 2009]

This consultation seeks views on the proposed revision of The High Security Psychiatric Services (Arrangements for Safety and Security at Ashworth, Broadmoor and Rampton Hospitals) Directions 2009 and associated guidance.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_103875
Implementing the Next Stage Review visions: the quality and productivity challenge [Letter]

This letter from NHS Chief Executive David Nicholson sets out the challenge of quality, innovation, productivity and prevention to the NHS in the implementation of the next stage review in the current financial conditions.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_104239
Speech by Andy Burnham MP, Secretary of State for Health, 13 August 2009: Fit for the future - can we build a more active Britain?

This is a transcript of the speech by Health Secretary Andy Burnham on 13 August 2009. He talks about the government's efforts to get Britain more physically active.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_104324
Innovation

This page gives information on the department's vision of high quality, innovative health care. Information has been added advertising vacancies for members of the NHS challenge prize expert panel.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/Highqualitycareforall/Innovation/index.htm
News releases 8-15 August 2009

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
NHS cancelled operations, quarter ending 30 June 2009 

These statistics have been  released by the Department of Health:

Pandemic vaccine priority for most at risk 

More than 11 million people in England will be targeted first

Last chance to have your say on new dental services in Nottingham 

People in Nottingham are being called upon to have their say on proposals for new dental services before the NHS public consultation period ends next week.

Call for physical activity to be cornerstone of 21st century health 

The UK must move from "relegation candidates to play-off contenders" in the international physical activity league tables to improve health and cut costs – that’s the message from Health Secretary Andy Burnham as he sets out his vision for a fitter England.

Statistical press notice - NHS Referral To Treatment (RTT) times data - June 2009 

Main Points
New service hands more power to the patient 

A new online service that allows patients to rate and compare hospitals on issues such as car parking and waiting times has been launched by Health Secretary Andy Burnham.

Statistical Press notice: GP Extended Opening Hours – monthly update. 

These statistics have been released  by the Department of Health
Am I doing it right? 

FREE ONLINE SERVICE HELPS FIRST-TIME PARENTS 
www.babylifecheck.co.uk
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Statistics
Accident and Emergency statistics, quarter ending 30 June 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/AccidentandEmergency/index.htm
Cancelled operations, quarter ending 30 June 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/Cancelledoperations/index.htm
18 Weeks Referral to Treatment Statistics, June 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/18WeeksReferraltoTreatmentstatistics/index.htm
GP Extended Opening Hours, July 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/PrimaryCare/DH_089459
Information Centre

Annual report and accounts 2008/09

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/webfiles/Board/Corporate%20documents/NHS_IC_AR09_v13a.pdf
Social Care indicators from the National Indicator Set - 2008-09 England Provisional

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/social-care/adult-social-care-information/social-care-indicators-from-the-national-indicator-set--2008-09-england-provisional
Provisional Monthly Hospital Episode Statistics for Admitted patient care and outpatient data, April 2008 - April 2009

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/hospital-care/hospital-activity-hospital-episode-statistics--hes/provisional-monthly-hospital-episode-statistics-for-admitted-patient-care-and-outpatient-data-april-2008--april-2009
APHO

Locking up or giving up? Why custody thresholds for teenagers aged 12, 13 and14 need to be raised. An analysis of the cases of 214 children sentenced to custody in England in 2007-08
A Barnardo’s study of children aged 12, 13 and 14 years old who have served a custodial sentence, has found that more than a third of them should not have been put behind bars, when judged against the Government’s own criteria.

http://www.barnardos.org.uk/locking_up_or_giving_up_august_2009.pdf
Analysis of the inspectorate of prisons reports on young offender institutions holding children in custody

As part of the 'Growing up Shut up' campaign on children in the penal system, the audit, carried out by the Howard League for Penal Reform legal team analyses all recent reports into young offenders institutions by the Inspectorate of Prisons.

http://www.howardleague.org/youngpeople/
Draft sentencing guideline: overarching principles – sentencing youths. Tenth Report of Session 2008–09

Report from the House of Commons Justice Committee.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmjust.htm
Audit Commission
Health Update, issue 29, August 2009

http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/subwebs/health/healthupdate/issue29/issue29.asp
When it comes to the crunch: how councils are responding to the recession

This report is the second in a series of Audit Commission reports looking at how local authorities are responding to the 2008/09 recession. The report finds that local and national government have made a positive initial response to the recession, but it warns that councils should prepare for worsening social impact as unemployment rises. Demand for benefits, welfare and help with debt are growing, and social problems such as domestic violence and mental ill-health are expected to follow as the recession deepens.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/localgov/nationalstudies/Pages/whenitcomestothecrunch12aug2009_copy.aspx
Good Governance Standard Diagnostic: Improving strategic risk management arrangements in local public bodies and partnerships

This tool can be used with any public body and partnership - for example, local government, health bodies, police or the voluntary sector - to review strategic risk management and wider integrated management and governance arrangements in individual local public bodies and in local public partnerships.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/aboutus/strategicobjectives/governanceaccountability/Pages/goodgovernancestandard.aspx
Department for Culture, Media and Sport
PSA21: Indicator 6 – Final baseline results from the 2008/09 Taking Part survey

This report presents final baselines using survey data collected during 2008-09. The data show that 65.9 per cent of adults had participated in two or more different cultural or sport sectors during the past 12 months.
http://www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/publications/6307.aspx
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
UK food security assessment
This document describes the government’s approach to ensuring the UK maintains a high level of food security. It sets out what food security is, the associated challenges and risks and a current assessment of the state of food supplies. It also details how the government plans to continue to deliver sufficient, safe and nutritious food for all in the UK.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodrin/security/assessment.htm
Food Matters: one year on
This document sets out what has been done so far in response to the 2008 Cabinet Office strategy unit report. It also outlines priorities for the year ahead.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodrin/pdf/food-matters-oneyearon090806.pdf
Development of indicators for a sustainable food system – consultation [Closing date: 16 October 2009]

This consultation seeks views on a suite of indicators that will measure progress towards a sustainable food system.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodrin/security/indicators.htm
Food 2030: An online discussion

This is an online discussion document inviting comments about the future of food and what the food system might look like in 2030.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodrin/security/food2030.htm
GM Crops and Foods: Follow-up to the Food Matters Report by Defra and the FSA

This paper reports on the work that Defra and the Food Standards Agency have undertaken in response to the Food Matters report, which included action points related to the concern that the EU approval regime for genetically modified products could disrupt food and, in particular, animal feed imports, and that there could be associated problems with enforcement of, and public confidence in, genetic modification regulations.
http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/pdfs/foodmattergmreport.pdf
Equality and Human Rights Commission

Business Plan 2009-10

This plan details the commission's aims and priorities for 2009-10.
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/our-job/what-we-do/our-business-plan/
Food Standards Agency
The Food for Particular Nutritional Uses (Miscellaneous Amendments) (England) Regulations 2010 (Closing date: 2 November 2009)

This consultation seeks views on references to food regulations.
http://www.food.gov.uk/consultations/consulteng/2009/foodpartnutusesregseng2010
Food competences for young people
This page gives information on food competences, which can help young people to choose, cook and eat safe, healthy food. The food competences are set out as a framework of core skills and knowledge for children and young people. This helps to set out the essential building blocks so that schools and community-based organisations can provide young people with a consistent set of food skills and knowledge.
http://www.food.gov.uk/healthiereating/nutritionschools/competencies/
Joseph Rowntree Foundation
Assessments of parenting and parenting support need

How health, education and family practitioners assess what support parents might need. Supporting parents is central to many wide-ranging Government initiatives of recent years. This study looks at how a range of health, education and family practitioners make their assessments of parenting and parenting support need. It also considers if and how these ideas were affected by factors such as practitioners' own experience of being a parent, relationships with their own parents, their ethnicity, social class, disability, and gender and that of the families they are working with. The project draws on 54 qualitative interviews with practitioners from four professional groups.

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/parenting-support-need
King’s Fund
Assessing complementary practice. Building consensus on appropriate research methods
Despite the increasing popularity of treatments like acupuncture, reflexology and osteopathy, the evidence as to whether and how they work is scarce, leaving the practices open to criticism. But lack of agreement on the best methods to test the efficacy and effectiveness of complementary therapies has proved an obstacle to addressing this problem. 
This report hopes to establish a consensus on the ways in which research might be conducted that both the conventional and complementary health care communities can support http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/what_we_do/press/press_releases/complementary_meds.html
NICE

How to use NICE guidance to commission high quality services: consultation draft [Closing date: 11 September 2009]
The aim of this consultation is to enable stakeholders to consider the content of the guide and to provide the opportunity to comment, before the guide is launched in December 2009.
http://www.nice.org.uk/usingguidance/implementationtools/howtoguide/consultationtocommissionhighqualityservices.jsp
Into Practice newsletter, August 2009
http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/nicenewslettersandalerts/intopractice-newsletterforimplementers/IntoPracticeAugust2009.jsp
Psoriasis - ustekinumab: final appraisal determination [Closing date: 28 august 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45159
Self-harm (longer term management): scope consultation [Closing date: 4 September 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45132
Gastrointestinal stromal tumours - sunitinib: final appraisal determination [Closing date: 26 August 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45116
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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