
Key Points – 17th July 2009
Department of Health

the week: issue 104, 10 - 16 July 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_102868
Equality and Human Rights bulletin, issue 15. June 2009

http://www.datadrum.com/easydrum/ehrg/control/web_view.php?nid=80&uid=1574
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 172. 13 July 2009
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin-13july2009.HTML
Swine flu

This section of the Department of Health's website brings together all the latest news and publications on the 2009 swine flu outbreak.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
NHS Alert: Important information about swine flu (NHS Choices)
http://www.nhs.uk/AlertsEmergencies/Pages/Pandemicflualert.aspx
Swine flu: UK planning assumptions

This document contains revised planning assumptions in relation to the current A(H1N1) Swine Flu pandemic. The assumptions are intended to assist local planning across all public and private sector organisations.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_102892
Quality accounts: preparing for publication [Letter]

High Quality Care for All set out the vision for all providers of NHS healthcare to provide annual reports to the public outlining the quality of the services they deliver. This letter provides an update on the progress towards implementation of these reports.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_102794
Quality accounts engagement report

This report presents findings from stakeholder engagement on the development of quality accounts in the NHS. The engagement took place from March to June 2009 and included a number of regional workshops, an online bulletin board and a national engagement event held on 6 May.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/DH_102807
Safeguarding children and the Care Quality Commission Review [Letter]

This letter sets out expectations for further improvements required by the Care Quality Commission's review on the arrangements in the NHS for safeguarding children.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_102864
Safeguarding adults: report on the consultation on the review of No Secrets

This is the report on the consultation on the review of No Secrets. The report analyses the responses and the Government response will be published when this has all been carefully considered.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_102764
Green paper: Shaping the future of care together

This green paper sets out a vision for a new care and support system. It highlights the challenges faced by the current system and the need for radical reform to develop a national care service that is fair, simple and affordable for everyone.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_102338
Shaping the future of care together. Consultation [13 November 2009]

This consultation seeks views on a green paper setting out a vision for a new care and support system. It highlights the challenges faced by the current system and the need for radical reform to develop a national care service that is fair, simple and affordable for everyone.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_102339
Extending professional and occupational regulation: the report of the Working Group on Extending Professional Regulation

This report makes recommendation to Government as to how decision making on extending professional regulation could be taken forward.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/DH_102824
End of life care strategy: first annual report

This report sets out the progress made in the year since the publication of the Department of Health's end of life care strategy.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/DH_102433
Consultation on the revision of the Fair Access to Care Services guidance to support councils to determine eligibility for social care services [Closing date: 6 October 2009]

This consultation seeks views on he revision of the statutory guidance providing local authorities with a framework to determine individual eligibility for social care.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_102362
Response to the consultation on the Fairer Contributions Guidance

This document summarises the responses to a consultation on the extension and revision of the statutory guidance for charging for non-residential social services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_102785
Fairer contributions guidance: calculating an individual's contribution to their personal budget

This guidance supplements the current fairer charging guidance. It provides councils with a model for calculating a person's contribution to their personal budget. Councils providing personal budgets should implement this section 7 guidance by March 2010.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_102450
Primary health care for socially excluded groups

This report gives information on progress that has been made to transform the lives and life chances of some of the most vulnerable members of society.
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/224745/primaryhealtlhleaflet.pdf
The NHS Bursary Scheme - tenth edition

This document outlines support arrangements for the academic year starting on or after 1 September 2009 and before 1 September 2010.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_102806
NHS Shared Business Services: delivering value 

New website section. NHS Shared Business Services (NHS SBS) is a unique joint venture between the Department of Health and Steria that provides finance and accounting, payroll and e-procurement solutions, and support for family health services to all types of NHS organisations. These enable NHS trusts to focus on business improvement activities and strategic decision-making.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Managingyourorganisation/SBS/index.htm
News releases 12-17 July 2009

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
New ways to extend professional regulation 

New alternatives to statutory regulation for currently unregulated health and occupational professions have been proposed by a specialist working group, Health Minister Ann Keen announced.

Statistical press notice - NHS Referral To Treatment (RTT) times data - May 2009 

Statistical press notice - NHS Referral to Treatment (RTT) times data - May 2009

Lord Darzi praises progress towards personal health budgets 

Health Minister Lord Darzi, has praised the dedication and hard work all of those bidding to be amongst the very first to pilot the new Personal Budgets for health, when he addressed the bidding sites for the first time at an event in London.

Quality data made accessible to clinical teams 

NHS clinical teams will have access to data showing their performance against a set of more than 200 indicators of high quality care in the NHS in one place. It is the next phase in the drive to help NHS professionals improve the quality of care they deliver to patients, and will also support providers and commissioners of NHS services.
Public and patients share their views on the future of nursing and midwifery 

The Prime Minister’s Commission on the Future of Nursing and Midwifery is holding a listening event at the City of Manchester Stadium.
More help for carers 

£16 million demonstrator sites for breaks, healthchecks and better support from the NHS
Life Sciences Blueprint to build a strong and healthy future for Britain 

A new Blueprint to put innovation at the heart of healthcare delivery was launched by Lord Drayson and Lord Darzi at Imperial College London

Chair of Food Standards Agency appointed 

The Rt Hon Lord Rooker has been appointed chair of the Food Standards Agency, Secretary of State for Health Andy Burnham announced.

Statistics
18 Weeks Referral to Treatment Statistics, May 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/18WeeksReferraltoTreatmentstatistics/index.htm
GP extended opening hours, June 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/PrimaryCare/DH_089459
Practice based commissioning GP practice survey Wave 7
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_102117
Information Centre

Measuring for Quality Improvement: indicators for quality improvement (IQI)

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/services/measuring-for-quality-improvement
The National Adult Social Care Intelligence Service (NASCIS)

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/services/social-care/the-national-adult-social-care-intelligence-service-nascis
APHO

Children’s Society: A manifesto for a good childhood

The manifesto sets out a plan of action based on the findings of The Good Childhood Inquiry®, ‘A Good Childhood: Searching for Values in a Competitive Age’, which stimulated a major national debate about how the nation treats its young people.
http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/resources/documents/Policy/17491_full.pdf
SCIE Guide 30: Think child, think parent, think family: a guide to parental mental health and child welfare

This guide is about working with parents who have mental health problems and their children. It provides guidance on policy and practice and makes recommendations for key areas of professional education, workforce development and research. It also provides links to useful resources and contact details of relevant organisations.  

http://www.scie.org.uk/publications/guides/guide30/index.asp
Audit Commission
Annual report and accounts 2008/09 

This presents the annual report and accounts of the Audit Commission for the year ended 31 March 2009.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/aboutus/howweareperforming/annualreportsandreviews/Pages/annualreportaccounts0809.aspx
Cabinet Office

Power in People's Hands: Learning from the World's Best Public Services
This report presents the findings of a Strategy Unit study of leading-edge innovations in world-wide public services. The report highlights more than 30 case studies from 15 countries.
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/strategy/publications/world-class-public-services.aspx#
Working Together for Older People in Rural Areas
This report examines evidence on the social exclusion experienced by older people in rural areas and identifies examples of innovative service delivery that can make a real difference in these areas.
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/social_exclusion_task_force/short_studies/working_together.aspx
Care Quality Commission

Safeguarding Children - A review of arrangements in the NHS for safeguarding children

This report provides the initial findings from the CQC review, carried out at the request of the Secretary of State for Health, following the conclusion of the legal case relating to the death of Baby P,
http://www.cqc.org.uk/publications.cfm?fde_id=12694
Annual report and accounts 2008-09

These reports show how the organisations that merged to form the Care Quality Commission worked to improve health and social care over their final year in operation and how they used their resources in that financial year.
http://www.cqc.org.uk/newsandevents/newsstories.cfm?cit_id=35221&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
Communities and Local Government

Annual report 2009

This report sets out the activities of the department including progress against targets and sets out the aims of the department in future.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/corporate/annualreport09
Department for Children, Schools and Families

Preventable child deaths in England: year ending 31 March 2009

This statistical release presents data collected from local safeguarding children boards in England.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/STR/d000863/STR_PreventableChildDeathsv2.pdf
Department for Work and Pensions
Building a society for all ages. Consultation [Closing date: 12 October 2009]

This consultation seeks views on the Government's ageing strategy, which sets out a vision for a society where people should no longer be defined by their age but where their skills and experiences are harnessed for the benefit of Britain as a whole.
http://www.hmg.gov.uk/buildingasocietyforallages/consultation.aspx
Building a society for all ages. Implementation plan

This implementation plan sets out how and when the different measures in the Government's ageing strategy will be delivered and who needs to be involved to ensure these commitments are met.
http://www.hmg.gov.uk/buildingasocietyforallages/plan.aspx
Disability Living Allowance and Work Expectations: Analysis of the New Deal for Disabled People-eligible population survey

This research investigated the relationship between the receipt of disability living allowance and employment.
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/rports2009-2010/rrep584.pdf
Equality and Human Rights Commission

Strategic Plan

This plan sets out the commission's five strategic priorities. 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/our-job/our-strategic-plan/
Food Standards Agency

FSA newsletter, issue 89, July 2009

http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/pdfs/publication/fsanews89.pdf
Health and Safety Executive
Summer’s here: HSE won’t rain on your parade…or your fete!

If you believe everything you read, ‘health and safety’ is to blame for a lot of fun events being cancelled. Plastic duck races, ice cream toppings and even Morris Dancing have all allegedly fallen victim to excessive health and safety regulations.

However, the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) has chosen village fetes as July’s ‘elf and safety’ myth, to illustrate the confusion that exists around organising public events. 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/press/2009/e09053.htm
The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) has issued a new warning urging parents in the North East to keep their children away from construction sites.

In the past two years, there have been nearly 60 serious injuries to children on UK construction sites, including one death, and HSE is concerned that there may be an increased danger this year with more sites being mothballed during the economic downturn.
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/Content/Detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=404629&SubjectId=7
Improvement Network

Local strategic partnerships delivery chain toolkit – updated
This toolkit provides local strategic partnerships and their partners with the materials to plan and run delivery chain analysis workshops, which can improve the delivery of local area agreement outcomes.
http://www.improvementnetwork.gov.uk/imp/core/page.do?pageId=1094655
King’s Fund

Social Care green paper

Comment, analysis and quick guide
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/research/topics/social_care/social_care_comment.html
National Audit Office

Services for people with rheumatoid arthritis

This report concludes that too many people with rheumatoid arthritis are not being diagnosed or treated quickly enough, and some services for people with the disease are not coordinated enough.
http://www.nao.org.uk/publications/0809/rheumatoid_arthritis.aspx
NHS Networks
Please mind the gap: Parkinson's disease services today. Access to health and social care services for people affected by Parkinson's disease

This report investigates access to health and social care services for people affected by Parkinson's. It reveals major inequalities in access to information and services for people with Parkinson's and their families. The report includes recommendations to the Government on how best to address the problems in access to health and social care services which were highlighted throughout the Inquiry.
http://www.parkinsons.org.uk/PDF/APPG_Report_Please_Mind_the_Gap.pdf
St. Mungo’s: Happiness matters

This report looks at subjects including access and barriers to services and support for mental health, the impact of drink and drugs, and emotional wellbeing for homeless people.
http://www.mungos.org/st_mungos_action_week_5-12_july_09/happiness_matters/
NHS Medical Education England (MEE)

NHS Medical Education England (MEE), the body that provides independent expert advice on training, education and workforce planning for pharmacists, dentists, doctors and healthcare scientists, now has a website available. The new site provides information about MEE's governance, structure and core functions as well as its membership, role and an indication of the areas of work it is likely to be involved in.
http://www.mee.nhs.uk/
NICE

Eczema (chronic) - alitretinoin: final appraisal determination (FAD)
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=44874
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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