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Department of Health

the week: issue 150
http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/documents/digitalasset/dh_116807.pdf
Communications Summary

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/CommunicationsSummary/DH_115490
Caring Contribution recognised in Carers Week

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/MediaCentre/Pressreleases/DH_116776
Response to report into E.Coli outbreak at Godstone Farm

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/MediaCentre/Statements/DH_116756
Response to think tank Reform's proposals
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/MediaCentre/Statements/DH_116755
News releases 12-18 June 2010

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Statistics (DH)
Statistical Press Notice - NHS Referral To Treatment (RTT) Times Data April 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/MediaCentre/Pressreleases/DH_116770
Statistical Press Notice - Direct Access Audiology Referral To Treatment (RTT) Waiting Times Data April 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/MediaCentre/Pressreleases/DH_116769
Statistical Press Notice - General Practice Patient Survey 2009-10 Final National Results
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/MediaCentre/Pressreleases/DH_116768
NHS Confederation 

Primary Care Trusts – an introduction

http://www.nhsconfed.org/Publications/Documents/Factsheet_PCTN_June_2010.pdf
Improving services for adults with autism  

http://www.nhsconfed.org/Publications/briefings/Pages/Improving-services-adults-autism.aspx
Information Centre

National Diabetes Audit

The report shows that more people with diabetes are receiving the care recommended to monitor their condition, but the number receiving effective treatment as a result has stalled and the number with certain complications has increased. The audit is the largest of its kind in the world and includes records for over 1.7 million people with diabetes in England and Wales. Of those included in the 2008/09 audit, over 90 per cent are in contact with their healthcare teams at least once a year, shown by a high recording rate for blood pressure, weight and blood sugar care processes. However the audit shows the high level of contacts with healthcare teams are not always being converted into effective care. For example, blood sugar and blood pressure treatment targets aimed at reducing complications are not being met and end stage kidney disease (people with diabetes needing dialysis or kidney transplant) has almost doubled within six years.

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/services/national-clinical-audit-support-programme-ncasp/audit-reports/diabetes
NHS Staff Earnings January - March 2010
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/staffearnjanmar10
Clinical Knowledge Summaries

Three new topics have been added to the NHS Clinical Knowledge Summaries (CKS), a source of evidence-based information and practical 'know how' about the common conditions managed in primary care. CKS is aimed at healthcare professionals working in primary and first-contact care. The new topics for June 2010 are:

- Haematospermia - Management

- Itch in pregnancy - Management

- Morton's neuroma - Management

http://www.cks.nhs.uk/news/new_and_updated_cks_topics#
NICE

Into Practice – June 2010

http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/nicenewslettersandalerts/intopractice-newsletterforimplementers/IntoPracticeJune2010.jsp
Cutting drink-drive limit could save lives, NICE study finds

Cutting the drink-drive limit for motorists in England and Wales by almost half could prevent around 3,000 road injuries and 145 deaths in the first year alone, a study by NICE has found.

http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/news/CuttingDrinkDriveLimit.jsp
Diabetes care improves, but patients still missing out on key tests

More people with diabetes are now receiving all nine of the key tests for diabetes care recommended by NICE, but thousands are still missing out on the essential tests, according to latest figures from the National Diabetes Audit.

http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/news/DiabetesCareImprovesButPatientsStillMissingOutOnKeyTests.jsp
Health Protection Agency

Legionnaires’ disease
A preliminary HPA study, published in the European Journal of Epidemiology, has found an association between not using screen wash in wiper fluid and the risk of contracting Legionnaires' disease.
http://www.hpa.org.uk/web/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1274091218489
North East Public Health Observatories
Use of mental health services by minority ethnic groups in England
Over the last decade, four new types of mental health care have been introduced in the English NHS. This study examines how far these have been used in the care of minority ethnic groups. The study was based on specially collected surveys. All PCTs reported numbers of users of Crisis Resolution / Home Treatment (CRHT), Early Intervention in psychosis (EI) and Assertive Outreach (AO) teams as part of the NHS Information Centre 'Omnibus' returns for the final quarter of 2008/09. At the same time, the 13 PCTs with first wave services in the new Improving Access to Psychological Therapies (IAPT) programme supplied reports of numbers referred to and entering services and numbers finishing treatment and moving towards recovery.

http://www.nepho.org.uk/publications.php5?rid=782
NHS Evidence
Age Related Macular Degeneration (NHS Evidence - eyes and vision)

www.library.nhs.uk/eyes 

The 2010 Evidence Update focuses on the management of neovascular (wet) AMD and highlights the key evidence base underpinning current interventions (key randomised controlled trials and current guidance); new evidence that is likely to inform a change in clinical practice; emerging evidence for Lucentis, Avastin and combination treatments from key RCTs that have recently reported at scientific conferences but not yet published in peer reviewed literature; and current uncertainties in the effectiveness of treatments. 

 

Homeopathy (NHS Evidence - complementary and alternative medicine)

www.library.nhs.uk/cam 

The Annual Evidence Update (AEU) on Homeopathy provides a summary of systematic reviews, meta-analyses, RCTs and other relevant studies published in the twelve months since the 2009 AEU on Homeopathy.
Later Life – monthly newsletter May/June 2010
http://nhsevidence-laterlife.
Infections – newsletter June 2010
http://www.library.nhs.uk/INFECTIONS/page.aspx?pagename=enews
NHS Networks

Health care professionals commissioning network
A new network has been set up to give non-GP commissioners a voice in GP commissioning. The network brings together local and national clinical leaders from nursing, pharmacy, dentistry, optometry and the allied health professions to develop multi-disciplinary commissioning strategies.

http://www.networks.nhs.uk/nhs-networks/healthcare-professionals-commissioning-network/
Office for National Statistics

Cancer survival statistics - 'Relative survival from cancer in English regions, 2001-03'. 

This report presents estimates of one-year and five-year relative survival for adult patients diagnosed with one of eight cancers (bladder, breast (women), cervix, colon, lung, oesophagus, prostate and stomach) in England during 2001–03 and followed up to 2008. An upward trend in survival at the national level continued for all cancers except cancers of the bladder and cervix. Although there was some improvement in five-year relative survival from cervical cancer, one-year relative survival continued to decline by 0.2 per cent per year over the period 1999–2003. Five-year relative survival from bladder cancer declined by 1.6 per cent and 2.8 per cent per year in men and women respectively.

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pdfdir/can0610.pdf
National Audit Office

Performance and management of hospital PFI contracts 

The National Audit Office has published 'The performance and management of hospital PFI contracts'. The report, which focuses on the stage of the contract once buildings are opened for use, not on the decision to use PFI as a procurement route, suggests that most contracts are performing satisfactorily or better and meeting the expectations of Trusts. However, there continue to be risks to the long-term value for money of these contracts.

http://www.nao.org.uk/publications/1011/pfi_hospital_contracts.aspx
Health Services Management Centre
GP budget holding: lessons from across the pond and from the NHS 

This report by Chris Ham, chief executive of the King's Fund draws on lessons from the United States and previous NHS experience to identify the risks and the safeguards that have to be put in place to implement such a policy effectively. It shows that giving GPs control over budgets can lead to improvements in patient care and better use of health care resources.

http://www.hsmc.bham.ac.uk/publications/policy-papers/HSMC-policy-paper7.pdf
Royal College of Physicians

Doctors urged to close the health inequalities gap

Doctors should tackle health inequalities as part of their everyday practice, according to a report by the Royal College of Physicians (RCP). The report, How Doctors Can Close the Gap, is a result of the social determinants of health project funded by the Department of Health. 

http://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/professional-Issues/Public-Health/Documents/RCP-report-how-doctors-can-close-the-gap.pdf
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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