
Key Points – 18th September 2009
Department of Health

the week: issue 113, 11 - 17 September 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_105343
CNO Bulletin, issue 81, September 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Chiefnursingofficerbulletin/Browsable/DH_105098
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 181, 14 September 2009
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin-14Sept09.HTML
NHS Choices: Swine flu – latest news

http://www.nhs.uk/news/2009/04April/Pages/Swineflulatest.aspx
Swine flu

This section of the Department of Health's website brings together all the latest news and publications on the 2009 swine flu outbreak.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
A(H1N1) Swine Influenza: Vaccination Delivery [Letter]

This is a letter from Ian Dalton to NHS chief executives and strategic health authority flu leads on the delivery of the swine flu vaccination programme.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_105116
Managing influenza-like illnes (ILI) in nursing and residential homes during the current influenza pandemic (WHO Phase 6)

This guidance aims to provide advice on the generic management of cases or outbreaks of flu-like illness in nursing and residential homes, and provides specific guidance appropriate to pandemic (H1N1) 2009 influenza.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_105362
Seasonal flu communications campaign information 2009

These documents present information on the department's seasonal flu immunisation campaign, which aims to encourage take-up of the vaccine by everyone aged 65 or over, and by younger people in clinically at-risk groups.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Flugeneralinformation/DH_105358
World class commissioning: September Update [Letter]

This letter gives an update for September 2009 on the world-class commissioning programme.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_105166
Planning for an incident involving people who have been irradiated [Letter]
This letter sets out plans for incidents involving people who have been irradiated. To support this work, a survey to identify the location of beds that might be available to treat neutropenic but non-contaminated patients is being undertaken.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_105156
Consultation on the proposed framework for Quality Accounts [Closing date: 10 December 2009]
This consultation seeks views on the purpose, content and format of quality accounts and the underlying processes and infrastructure.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_105304
Supporting our future NHS workforce: a consultation on the NHS Bursary Scheme [Closing date: 11 December 2009]
This consultation is seeking the views of staff, patients, students and other stakeholders on the future of financial support for NHS-funded students.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_105110
The NHS (Pharmaceutical Services) Regulations: Information for Primary Care Trusts - revised September 2009

This Guidance has been produced to assist Primary Care Trusts in the assessment and determination of applications to provide NHS pharmaceutical services. It incorporates reforms effective from 1 April 2005 to the regulatory system and amendments to the Regulations since. This includes the amendments which came into force on 17 September – SI 2009/2205.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_105361
The use of 084 telephone numbers in the NHS: Department of Health response to consultation

This is the Government's response to a consultation on the future use of 084 numbers in the NHS.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_105089
Action to deliver same-sex accommodation: root cause analysis

This toolkit will enable trusts to identify, understand and address issues relating to mixed-sex accommodation occurrences. The purpose is to facilitate local learning and improvement and to make this sustainable.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_104970
Pay framework for very senior managers: new guidance for remuneration committees [Letter]

David Nicholson's letter introduces guidance for the use of remuneration committees when operating the Pay Framework for VSMs in SHAs, PCTs, ATs and SpHAs, and clarifies an issue concerning performance awards for those VSMs covered by the pay framework. ENDPBs are strongly encouraged to use this guidance when operating their own pay arrangements for VSMs.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_105276
Guidance note for remuneration committees. Pay framework for very senior managers in strategic and special health authorities, primary care trusts and ambulance trusts

This document, and the accompanying letter, introduces guidance for the use of remuneration committees when operating the pay framework for very senior managers in strategic health authorities, primary care trusts, ambulance trusts and special health authorities and clarifies an issue concerning performance awards for those very senior managers covered by the pay framework.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_105274
News releases 12-18 September 2009

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Audiology waits at an all time low 

Data published today by the Department of Health shows that the waiting times for patients with hearing difficulties to receive a digital hearing aid has reached an all time low. 

Statistical Press Notice - Direct Access Audiology - referral to treatment (RTT) times data - July 2009 

At the end of July 2009, 47,800 patients were awaiting Direct Access Audiology treatment.  Of these, 99.6% had been waiting less than 18 weeks.
Statistical Press Notice - NHS referral to treatment (RTT) times data - July 2009 

Data is being published on Referral to Treatment (RTT) times for patients whose 18 week clock stopped during July 2009.

New 'Smokefree Generation' in the East of England want parents to quit 

Schools scheme gets health kick for its tenth birthday 
The government’s flagship scheme to make healthy living an integral part of a child’s school life is to be expanded following a decade of success, Public Health Minister Gillian Merron announced.
NHS partnership fund winners announced 

Grants to improve NHS services through the promotion of partnership working between the NHS and trade unions have been awarded to 18 NHS organisations, Andy Burnham Secretary of State for Health announced.

New "Smokefree Generation" in the West Midlands wants parents to quit 

A new 'Smokefree Generation' of West Midlands' children are increasingly worried about the health of smoking parents. They say they will never try a cigarette, think that smoking is really uncool and believe it could be extinct by 2030, according to new research conducted on behalf of NHS Stop Smoking Services. 

New "smokefree generation" in the South East wants parents to quit 

A new 'Smokefree Generation' of children in the South East say that they will never try a cigarette, think that smoking is really uncool, are increasingly worried about the health of smoking parents and believe that smoking could be extinct by 2030, according to new research conducted on behalf of NHS Stop Smoking Services. 

Consultation Launched on Future Funding For Healthcare Students 

A consultation seeking views on how students studying to be nurses, midwives and doctors should be funded in their studies was launched by Health Minister Ann Keen.

GP deal on swine flu vaccination 

The upcoming swine flu vaccination programme will be administered by GPs following successful negotiations between the Department of Health, General Practitioners Committee (GPC) of the British Medical Association (BMA) and NHS Employers, Andy Burnham announced.

NHS to ban use of premium rate call charges 

The use of phone numbers that charge the public or patients a premium rate to contact the NHS are to be banned in England, Health Minister Mike O’Brien announced today.

New “Smokefree Generation” want parents to quit 

A new ‘Smokefree Generation’ of children say that they will never try a cigarette, think that smoking is really uncool and are increasingly worried about the health of smoking parents according to new research conducted on behalf of NHS Stop Smoking Services.

Andy Burnham takes the plunge 

Minister announces Swim4Life competition winner and makes a splash at Great North swim

Statistics
Direct Access Audiology: 18 Weeks Referral to Treatment Collection, July 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/Directaccessaudiology/index.htm
18 Weeks Referral to treatment statistics (admitted patients, non-admitted patients and incomplete RTT times), July 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/18WeeksReferraltoTreatmentstatistics/index.htm
Information Centre

NHS Staff Earnings April to June 2009

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/workforce/nhs-staff-earnings/nhs-staff-earnings-april-to-june-2009
GP Earnings and Expenses 2007/08 Provisional Report

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/general-practice/gp-earnings-and-expenses-2007-08-provisional-report
Investment in General Practice 2003/04 to 2008/09 England, Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/general-practice/investment-in-general-practice-2003-04-to-2008-09-england-wales-northern-ireland-and-scotland
Guardianship under the Mental Health Act 1983, England 2009

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/mental-health/mental-health-act/guardianship-under-the-mental-health-act-1983-england-2009
Prescribing for Diabetes in England: Supplement - January 2002 to March 2009
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/prescriptions/prescribing-for-diabetes-in-england:-supplement--january-2002-to-march-2009
APHO

In it together: achieving quality outcomes for young people with complex needs
Best practice examples of partnership working between local authority commissioners and providers of care and education services for children with complex and challenging needs.

http://www.csdg.org.uk/images/pdfs/Inittogether_September2009.pdf
RCN: Supporting children and young people with diabetes: guidance for nurses in schools and early years settings

The RCN is aware of inequality in the care provision for children and young people with diabetes in schools and early years settings. This document outlines the principles that health care professionals and education staff should apply to ensure their needs are met. The aim is to ensure that they receive appropriate intensive therapies, without this affecting their health or education.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/265061/003318.pdf
RCN: The recognition and assessment of acute pain in children

This revised and updated guideline supersedes the document "Assessment of acute pain in children" published in 2000. The aim of this guideline is to improve the way in which health professionals recognise and assess pain in children. It is hoped that the guideline will also provide useful strategies for parents and for children during their experiences of health care. For the purposes of the guideline, the term child/children refers to every person below the age of 19 years.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/269185/003542.pdf
National Assembly for Wales. Health, Wellbeing and Local Government Committee Inquiry into Community Mental Health Services
http://www.assemblywales.org/cr-ld7697
Department for Children, Schools and Families

Referrals, assessment and children and young people who are the subject of a child protection plan, England - Year ending 31 March 2009

This publication contains national figures on referrals and assessments of children and young people who are the subject of a child protection plan or on the child protection register for the year ending 31 March 2009.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000873/index.shtml
LAC(0409090002) - Tackling Youth Alcohol-Related Disorder Grant: 2009-10

This circular sets out the grant allocations, conditions of grant and payment arrangements for the tackling youth alcohol-related disorder grant, which builds on the Youth Crime Action Plan and is available to the 69 participating authorities to deliver local summer activity targeted in neighbourhoods experiencing problems with alcohol-related youth crime and disorder.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters/news-and-communications/local-authority-circulars-2008-2011/lac0409090002/
Think Family Toolkit - Improving Support for Families at Risk
Think Family means securing better outcomes for children, young people and families with additional needs by coordinating the support they receive from children’s, young people’s, adults’ and family services. This toolkit sets out how Think Family can be made a reality in day-to-day practice.
http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00685-2009&
National Sure Start Children's Centre Week, September 2009

National Sure Start Children's Centre Week aims to bring together centres to join in a major national celebration starting 14 September 2009. This page gives more information.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters/earlyyears/surestart/surestartchildrenscentres/natssccweek/natssccweek/
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
First Report from the Council of Food Policy Advisors

Defra has responsibility for sponsoring agriculture and the food industry, for protecting the environment from its polluting effects and for coordinating all aspects of food policy, including food security and the social aspects of public health. The aim in this report is to begin to provide advice to Defra’s Secretary of State on meeting these challenges.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/food/policy/council/reports.htm
Department for Work and Pensions

Employment support for carers (Research report 597)

This study explores how caring responsibilities affect people’s decisions about employment. It also attempts to fill the evidence gap on the role and effectiveness of existing services for carers.
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/rports2009-2010/rrep597.pdf
Food Standards Agency

Stakeholder Reputation Research

This research was designed to measure and benchmark how stakeholders view the Food Standards Agency in terms of trust, credibility and communication.
http://www.food.gov.uk/science/socsci/surveys/stakeholders
Report examines increase in listeriosis in UK
The Advisory Committee on the Microbiological Safety of Food (ACMSF) has, after public consultation, published a report on increased incidence of listeriosis in the UK.
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2009/sep/acmsflisteria
Health Protection Agency

Weekly pandemic flu media update
http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1253114170118?p=1231252394302
Drinking Water Safety: Guidance to health and water professionals
This document has been developed jointly by the Drinking Water Inspectorate (DWI) and the Health Protection Agency (HPA). It is intended to inform consultants in communicable disease control (CsCDC) and other health professionals about the structure and legal framework of the water industry in England and Wales.
http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1252660061777?p=1158945066455
Joseph Rowntree Foundation
Understanding fathering: masculinity, diversity and change

This is a study of fathers and fatherhood in modern Britain, focusing on 29 two-parent families across four ethnic groups in England: Pakistani, White British, Black Caribbean and Black African.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/understanding-fathering
Understanding the experiences of Asian fathers in Britain

This qualitative study, which draws on focus group discussions and interviews, captures the views of Bangladeshi Muslim, Pakistani Muslim, Gujarati Hindu and Punjabi Sikh fathers and mothers. The findings suggest that policies aimed at supporting Asian fathers appreciate and address a number of issues.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/experiences-asian-fathers
NHS Networks
Social enterprises in health and care
Updated list of social enterprise organisations

http://www.networks.nhs.uk/183
NICE

Consultations
NICE consultation on the QOF begins [Closing date: 5pm, 13 October 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/pressstatements/QOFConsultation.jsp
Alcohol use disorders – clinical management : guideline consultation [12 November 2009]

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45440
Crohn's disease - infliximab (review) and adalimumab: appraisal consultation [Closing date: 5 October 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=41953
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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