
Key Points – 2nd October 2009
Department of Health

the week: issue 115, 25 September - 1 October 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_106226
the month: issue 25, September 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/themonth/browsable/DH_106131
Allied Health Professionals bulletin, issue 73, September 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Alliedhealthprofessionalsbulletin/Browsable/DH_106086
CDO update, October 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Chiefdentalofficersbulletin/Browsable/DH_106253
Equality and Human Rights bulletin, issue 16, September 2009

http://www.datadrum.com/easydrum/ehrg/control/web_view.php?nid=83&uid=1216
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 183, 28 September 2009
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin-28Sept2009.HTML
Department of health: Swine flu  

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
NHS Choices: Swine flu – latest news

http://www.nhs.uk/news/2009/04April/Pages/Swineflulatest.aspx
NHS Choices: Swine flu alert

http://www.nhs.uk/AlertsEmergencies/Pages/Pandemicflualert.aspx
Pandemic influenza: additional measures to meet workforce supply

This document has been prepared to complement existing guidance provided by the Department of Health and NHS Employers in relation to pandemic influenza planning.  It answers the frequently asked questions and, wherever possible, directs readers to more substantive guidance already in existence.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_106389
Authorisation of antiviral medicines - Guidance on the use of FP10SS forms and Antiviral Authorisation Vouchers during the H1N1 (swine flu) pandemic in England

This document gives information on the use of antiviral authorisation vouchers.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_105998
Dosage of oseltamivir in children under one year of age with swine flu [Letter]

This letter from Chief Medical Officer Sir Liam Donaldson highlights the change in the dosage regime for oseltamivir in children aged six months and over and up to one year of age during an influenza pandemic outbreak and the steps that need to be taken to ensure a safe transition to the new dosage.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_106060
Pandemic influenza: recommendations on the use of antiviral medicines for pregnant women, women who are breastfeeding and children under the age of one year

This document gives information on the dose of oseltamivir for children aged six months and over and up to one year of age and treatment of pregnant women.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/DH_106150
The H1N1 swine flu vaccination programme 2009-2010

This letter provides information to assist immunisation leads, pandemic influenza leads and flu coordinators in further planning for the swine flu vaccination programme.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_106300
Rotation of Doctors in training during Pandemic Influenza [Letter]

This letter from National Director of NHS Flu Resilience Ian Dalton and Director of Medical Education (England) Pat Hamilton outlines arrangements for the rotations of doctors in training in the event of serious pandemic flu.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_106223
H1N1 Pandemic Research, NIHR Clinical Research Networks and NIHR research support services [Letter]

This letter from Director General of Research and Development Dame Sally Davies describes current research effort related to the H1N1 epidemic and the related work of the National Institute for Health clinical research networks.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_105835
CERVARIX HPV vaccine: Quarantine of Batch No: AHPVA043BB

This letter from Director of Immunisation Professor D M Salisbury announces the quarantine of a batch of human papillomavirus vaccine.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_106139
NHS-funded nursing care practice guide (revised) 2009

This practice guide sets out the process for determining the eligibility for NHS-funded nursing care under the national framework for NHS continuing healthcare and NHS-funded nursing care. It has been revised in line with the revised national framework.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_106227
Continuing care Directions

These directions have been issued in support of the national framework for NHS continuing healthcare and NHS-funded nursing care.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/SocialCare/Deliveringadultsocialcare/Continuingcare/DH_079288
NHS continuing healthcare and NHS-funded nursing care: public information booklet [Leaflet]

This leaflet gives a summary of information for the public on NHS continuing healthcare and NHS-funded nursing care, including details of what an individual should do if they think they may be eligible.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_106230
Integrated care pilots

This introductory guide to the national programme of integrated care pilots and evaluation provides a summary of the work each pilot will be doing as they implement and test their models of integrated care.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/IntegratedCare/DH_091112
PACE Initiative [Letter]

As part of the suicide prevention programme, the National Mental Health Development Unit has commissioned PACE to undertake a review of the range of web-based information, support and advice services for LGBT people in delivering promotive and preventative services and measures leading to an improvement in the mental health and well-being of LGBT individuals. This letter gives more information.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_106002
The Mental Capacity Act and research: fact sheet for social scientists

This is a fact sheet to assist social scientists in meeting the requirements of the Mental Capacity Act when carrying out social science research that includes people who lack capacity.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/SocialCare/Deliveringadultsocialcare/MentalCapacity/MentalCapacityAct2005/DH_078789
Prioritisation for Quality Improvement: National Quality Board stakeholder engagement [Closing date: 10 November 2009]

This consultation seeks views on the National Quality Board's work advising ministers on clinical priorities for the NHS and on topics for NICE quality standards.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_106118
NHS Pay Review Body: Review for 2010

This document provides written and statistical evidence on pay from the health departments for the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_106057
NHS Constitution: workforce – new website section

The NHS workforce has a key role to play in ensuring that the NHS Constitution becomes a reality for all staff and patients. NHS staff need to understand what it means for them and to make the vision and commitments it sets out a reality for patients.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Managingyourorganisation/NHSConstitutionworkforce/index.htm
Out of hours (OOH) primary care services: PCTs' contract and performance management arrangements [Letter]
Letter to primary care trusts in relation to the Care Quality Commission independent enquiry into provision of out-of-hours GP services. This letter reiterates that PCTs have a legal obligation to make sure out of hours services are delivered safely and to a high standard.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_106349
Practice based commissioning: GP Practice Survey
This page links to quarterly results of a survey that aims to get feedback from practices on their perception of the support offered by their primary care trust and on the clinical and financial engagement of practices with practice-based commissioning. The results of wave eight of the survey have been added.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Managingyourorganisation/Commissioning/Practice-basedcommissioning/index.htm
Progress on Improving Maternity Services [Letter]
This letter outlines the Department of Health's expectations of what the NHS will have achieved in maternity services by the end of 2009.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_105967
Delivering high quality midwifery care: the priorities, opportunities and challenges for midwives

This report was produced from work undertaken by the Quality of Midwifery Care Project steering group, its subgroups of midwives, lay representatives and other stakeholders, supported by the Department of Health, in response to the NHS Next Stage Review and reflecting the policy direction of Maternity Matters.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_106063
Supporting Learning Disability Partnership Boards to implement the National Carers Strategy
This booklet offers guidance to Learning Disability Partnership Boards to help them meet their responsibilities and ensure that carers of people with learning disabilities, and carers with learning disabilities are supported.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_106396
International health: DH objectives and ways of working

This is a guide primarily for Department of Health staff. It will help the department work more effectively internationally. It sets out objectives for international work and describes the roles and responsibilities of different parts of the department.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_106249
Access to healthcare abroad [leaflet]

This leaflet explains how to get healthcare in other countries in the European Economic Area (EEA).
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_106392
News releases 26 September – 2 October 2009

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
NURSES AND MIDWIVES WILL TAKE CENTRE STAGE IN DELIVERING TOMORROW’S HEALTHCARE 

Prime Minister’s Commission sets out its vision for the future.

NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times figures 31 August 2009 

These statistics have been released by the Department of Health:

The Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act comes into force 

The Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 comes into force on Thursday 1 October – ensuring the UK remains at the forefront of developments in treatment and research.

Penguin tour heads off to Merseyside for Smokefree North West campaign 

Percy the Smokefree Penguin has set out on a tour of the North West to encourage smokers to quit.

Penguin tour launches Smokefree North West campaign 

Percy the Smokefree Penguin today set out on a tour of the North West to encourage smokers to quit.
Penguin tour heads off to Cheshire for Smokefree North West campaign 

Percy the Smokefree Penguin today set out on a tour of the North West to encourage smokers to quit.

The South East celebrates Older Persons Day 

On 1 October 2009 the South East celebrates UK Older Person’s Day with activities and events going on across the region.

The main aims for the day are to:

• celebrate the huge contribution older people make to our society and economy
• create a positive view of later life and tackle outdated stereotypes
• raise awareness of the opportunities and entitlements for older people across society
• ensure older people don’t feel excluded or isolated from the rest of society

Statistical Press notice: Bed Availability and occupancy- Year Ending 31 March 2009 

These statistics have been released by the Department of Health: Bed Availability and occupancy- Year Ending 31 March 2009

Practice Based Commissioning GP Practice Survey Wave 8 

This is the eighth quarterly practice survey for 2009, covering a sample of practices from each primary care trust (PCT), conducted between June and August 2009.

Social Care needs people from Scunthorpe 

Mandy Thompson from Scunthorpe is encouraging young people who get a kick out of helping people within the community to apply for a job in social care in a new national film.

Cambridgeshire Stop Smoking Services help 13,000 to quit 

Suffolk Stop Smoking Services help 22,000 to quit 

Norfolk Stop Smoking Services help 30,000 to quit 

Suffolk Stop Smoking Services help 22,000 to quit 

Colchester and Tendring Stop Smoking Services help 13,000 to quit 

Football to put the boot into cancer 

New pilot scheme will use football to promote awareness of cancer symptoms in men

Statistics
NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times figures, 31 August 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_106116
NHS Beds Statistics: statistics for bed availability and occupancy in the year ending 31 March 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/Beds/index.htm
Practice based commissioning: GP practice survey wave 8
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_106166
Information Centre

Adult social care information:

Personal Social Services: Home Care Users Aged 65 or over, England - Councils with Adult Social Services Responsibilities tables, provisional, 2008-09

Personal Social Services Expenditure and Unit Costs, England Provisional 2008-09

Community Care Statistics: Social Services Activity, England - Councils with Adult Social Services Responsibilities tables, provisional, 2008-09

Social Care and Mental Health Indicators from the National Indicator Set - further analysis, provisional, England 2008-09
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/social-care/adult-social-care-information
Mental Health Minimum Data Sets data quality reports
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/services/mental-health/mental-health-minimum-dataset-mhmds/mhmds-data-quality-reports
The Quality and Outcomes Framework 2008/09

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/audits-and-performance/the-quality-and-outcomes-framework/the-quality-and-outcomes-framework-2008-09
Statistics on Smoking, England 2009
These reports present a broad picture of health issues relating to smoking in England and cover topics such as smoking habits, behaviours and attitudes among adults and school children, smoking-related ill health and mortality and smoking-related costs.
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/smoking09
APHO

Spotting the Sick Child
Helping health care professionals spot children with serious illness. This is a new interactive tool commissioned by the Department of Health to support health professionals in the assessment of the acutely sick child.

https://www.spottingthesickchild.com/?
RCN guidance: Pain in children

Revised and updated (2009), the guideline on the recognition and assessment of acute pain in children looks at when and how pain should be assessed and by whom. As well as the report itself, this resource provides high quality, tailored material to inspire and support implementation of the findings and recommendations in the guideline.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/pain
Backing the Future: why investing in children is good for us all. Action for Children

The report sets out the first ever full analysis of the economic and social cost of the UK’s failure to invest sufficiently in services that prevent social problems such as crime, mental ill health, family breakdown, drug use and obesity.

http://actionforchildren.org.uk/uploads/media/36/7857.pdf
Disease Management Information Toolkit: Paediatric asthma
This module has information at Primary Care Trust (PCT) level on emergency hospital admissions for patients aged under 19 with a primary diagnosis of asthma. The toolkit enables PCTs to compare their emergency admission rates, bed-days and lengths of stay with a range of different comparators. It is designed to highlight variations at PCT level and allow benchmarking to inform the commissioning decision-making process for children's services.

http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHMTDMIT
Audit Commission
Auditors’ Local Evaluation and Use of Resources 2008/09: summary results for NHS trusts and primary care trusts

Each year, the Audit Commission assesses how well NHS trusts and primary care trusts manage their resources and deliver value for money. For 2008-09, these assessments have been based on the auditors' local evaluation for NHS trusts and use of resources for primary care trusts. This national report outlines the scores and how they should be viewed in the context of the overall financial performance of the NHS in 2008-09, which is one of continued improvement in financial stability.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/health/nationalstudies/financialmanagement/Pages/91001aleuor200809_copy.aspx
Care Quality Commission

Working together to prevent and control infections: A study of the arrangements for infection prevention and control between hospitals and care homes

This report highlights a need for hospitals and care homes to provide information about infections to each other to make sure that people with, or recovering from, an infection are cared for properly; and to reduce the chances of other people being infected
http://www.cqc.org.uk/_db/_documents/Working_together_to_prevent_and_control_infections.pdf
Commission for Rural Communities
Indicators of Poverty and Social Exclusion in Rural England: 2009

This report uses the most current data available to present a range of key indicators of poverty and social exclusion in rural England in comparison with the equivalent data for urban areas.
http://www.ruralcommunities.gov.uk/events/iindicatorsofpovertyandsocialexclusioninruralengland2009
Communities and Local Government
2007-08 Citizenship Survey: Empowered Communities Topic Report

Using 2007-08 citizenship survey data, this report provides an in-depth examination of community empowerment: whether people feel they can influence local and national decisions, whether they would like to be more involved in decision making, what would make it easier to influence decision making and how people would influence decisions if they wanted to.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/corporate/statistics/citizenshipsurvey200708empower
Department for Children, Schools and Families

National Indicator 71: Children Missing from Home or Care. LA self-evaluation scores of measures to monitor, respond to and address runaway cases

This release provides data on the self-evaluation scores given by each local authority in relation to available measures to monitor and respond to cases of children missing from home or care.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/STR/d000875/index.shtml
Parental Experience of Services for Disabled Children. Qualitative research (Phase 2). Exploring the findings from the National Survey

The research complements the recently publsihed ‘Parental Experience of Services for Disabled Children - National Survey’, which set out baseline scores for a new indicator and 15 sub indicators relating to satisfaction with services across the health, education and care & family support sectors at national level and for 30 participating local areas. This qualitative work was intended to explore some of the key findings from the survey in more depth by providing evidence to help understand how services can be improved.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/data/uploadfiles/DCSF-RR161.pdf
Department for Work and Pensions

Work-focused services in children's centres pilot: evaluation baseline report

This report provides findings from an evaluation of a pilot that provided work-focused services through a dedicated Jobcentre Plus personal adviser, as well as activities and provision designed to support local parents into the labour market. The aim of the pilot was to test whether children’s centres can offer an effective means of engaging parents in labour market activity, moving them closer to work and ultimately into employment.
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_602.asp
Equality and Human Rights Commission
Priorities and work programme 2009-10

This document sets out the committee’s strategic priorities for 2009-10.
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/disability_committee_work_programme_2009_10.pdf
Food Standards Agency

FSA News, issue 90, September 2009

http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/pdfs/publication/fsanews90.pdf
Footballers kick off healthy eating for schools

The project, called Something to Chew On, uses Manchester United players to teach primary school children about being healthy. The Manchester United Foundation has received the funding to develop the project over three years and will work in partnership with the FSA, local and regional healthy schools teams, and local authorities.
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2009/sep/football
Peanuts during pregnancy, breastfeeding and early childhood

Pregnant and breastfeeding women who wish to eat peanuts or food containing peanuts should do so irrespective of whether they have a family history of allergies. This is the revised government advice following a major review of the scientific evidence. It shows that there is no clear evidence that eating or not eating peanuts (or foods containing peanuts) during pregnancy, breastfeeding and during early infant life influences the chances of a child developing a peanut allergy.

http://www.food.gov.uk/safereating/allergyintol/peanutspregnancy
Chief scientist's annual reports

This page links to annual reports from the Food Standards Agency's chief scientist.
http://www.food.gov.uk/science/researchpolicy/chiefsci/csreps/
Health Protection Agency

Weekly pandemic flu media update – 1 October 2009
http://www.hpa.org.uk/HPA/NewsCentre/
Home Office
Tough new powers to help victims break cycle of domestic violence

Under new Orders, violent partners will be banned from their homes and their victims given support to escape abuse.
http://press.homeoffice.gov.uk/press-releases/tough-new-powers
Joseph Rowntree Foundation
Monitoring poverty and social exclusion in Northern Ireland 2009

The outlook on poverty and trends in worklessness and housing in Northern Ireland. The New Policy Institute has produced its 2009 edition of indicators of poverty and social exclusion in Northern Ireland, providing a comprehensive analysis of trends.

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/mopse-northern-ireland-2009
A minimum income standard for Northern Ireland

How minimum income standards compare between Britain and Northern Ireland. The first Minimum Income Standard for Britain was launched in 2008 and represents an important new benchmark for economic well-being. This study asks if this standard is applicable for Northern Ireland and whether it is possible to have a 'UK-wide MIS'.

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/minimum-income-northern-ireland-2009
NHS Evidence
Annual Evidence Update on Heart Failure (NHS Evidence - cardiovascular)

NHS Evidence - cardiovascular publishes its Annual Evidence Update on Heart Failure on 5th October. This update for health professionals and patients will include guidance and systematic reviews published since the 2008 update, together with the latest website resources. A team of expert reviewers will summarise advances in diagnosis and treatments, providing healthcare professionals with easy access to the latest evidence.

http://www.library.nhs.uk/cardiovascular/
Annual Evidence Update on Depression (NHS Evidence - mental health)

The Depression Annual Evidence Update (AEU) for 2009 will be published on 5 October. It contains the best available evidence published on depression since January 2008.

http://www.library.nhs.uk/mentalhealth/
Annual Evidence Update on CAM for Depression (NHS Evidence - complementary and alternative medicine)

The aim of the 2009 Annual Evidence Update on CAM for Depression is to identify, organise and present the most up-to-date evidence for this topic. It will include a summary of the evidence from systematic reviews and RCTs published between July 2008 and August 2009. This update is linked to the 2009 Annual Evidence Update on Depression hosted by NHS Evidence – mental health and will be published on 5 October.

http://www.library.nhs.uk/cam/
NHS Institute
The Top Ten High Impact Actions for Nursing and Midwifery
This site is for nurses and midwives around the country to share examples of service changes they have made that have improved the quality of patient care, prevented harm and illness AND reduced costs. The web site will be live for three weeks until 10th October. After this a panel of nurses and midwives from a variety of health sectors will help determine those actions that have the biggest potential to make a huge difference across the whole of the service. The Top Ten High Impact Actions will be announced by Christine Beasley, Chief Nursing Officer of England at the Chief Nursing Officer's conference on 11th November.

(Access to read. To comment, rate or make a submission you will need to register or login.)

http://www.institute.nhs.uk/building_capability/general/aims/index.php
NHS Institute Alert current awareness service

The NHS Institute Alert is a current awareness bulletin which highlights latest research and publications. Its aim is to provide NHS innovation and improvement leaders with the latest evidence in key improvement topics and, by doing this, improve our practice in innovation, quality, safety and leadership.

Sign up to receive your email copy

http://www.institute.nhs.uk/nhs_alert/general/nhs_institute_alert_home.html
NHS Institute Alert newsletter: the newsletter is a compilation of all the content available on NHS Institute Alert. Issue 4 has been published and can be read on the library webblog at: http://www.cehi-hils.org.uk/
NHS Networks
Integrating care and transforming community services: what works? where next?
Summary of presentations made at seminar earlier this year
http://www.networks.nhs.uk/news.php?nid=3359
Link to paper by Chris Ham and Debra de Silva
http://www.hsmc.bham.ac.uk/publications/policy-papers/Ham_and_de_Silva_PP_5_pdf_Policy_Paper.pdf
NICE

Consultations
Identification and care pathways for common mental health disorders: draft scope consultation [Closing date: 30 October 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45612
Constipation in children: draft guideline consultation [Closing date: 25 November 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45606
Rheumatoid arthritis - tocilizumab: appraisal consultation [Closing date: 22 October 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45549
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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