
Key Points – 21st May 2010
Department of Health

The DH website is currently being updated

Some information published before 11 May 2010 has been archived to the National Archives Website
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/index.htm
the week: issue 146, 14 - 20 May 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_116286
Ministerial portfolios confirmed
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/MediaCentre/Pressreleases/DH_116244
News releases 15-21 May April 2010

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
No more top-down reconfigurations in the NHS 

Health Secretary outlines vision for locally led NHS service changes

New Health Ministers appointed 

The new Ministerial team at the Department of Health has been confirmed by Health Secretary Andrew Lansley.

Coalition document sets out positive direction for health and social care
A new independent commission will be established to advise the Government on the future funding of long-term care and the NHS will be reformed to improve patient outcomes, Health Secretary Andrew Lansley announced

Statistical press notice direct access audiology referral to treatment (RTT) waiting times data 

Statistical press notice NHS referral to treatment (RTT) times data - March 2010 

Response to the CQC Inpatient Emergency and Elective survey 

Statistical press notice: Vital Signs Monitoring Return - quarterly update 

Statistical Press Release: Indicators on breastfeeding, smoking and obesity 

Statistical Press Notice - Update of Overall Patient Experience measure 

‘Food Dudes’ wins Gold at Chief Medical Officer's Public Health Awards 2010 

Sir Liam Donaldson, Chief Medical Officer, has announced the winners of the Chief Medical Officer’s Public Health Awards 2010. The awards, held at the Royal College of Physicians in London on Wednesday night, celebrate the dedication, innovation and passion shown by those working in the public health arena.

Interim Chief Medical Officer appointed
Professor Dame Sally Davies will take up the role of Chief Medical Officer following the departure of Sir Liam Donaldson at the end of May until a substantive appointment is made, the Department of Health has announced

Statistics (DH)
Direct Access Audiology Referral to Treatment Times data, March 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/Directaccessaudiology/index.htm
18 Weeks Referral to Treatment statistics, March 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/ReferraltoTreatmentstatistics/index.htm
Vital Signs Monitoring: statistics for the quarter ending 31 March 2010 have been added
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/Vitalsignsmonitoring/index.htm
Overall patient experience measure updated to include results from the 2009 Inpatient Survey
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_115996
Statistical release. Smoking at delivery, GP recorded smoking and GP recorded obesity (BMI), quarter 4, 2009/10
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_116059
Statistical release. Breastfeeding initiation and prevalence at 6 to 8 weeks, Quarter 4, 2009/10
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_116060
Information Centre

General Ophthalmic Services: Workforce Statistics for England and Wales 31 December 2009
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/eye-care/general-ophthalmic-services-workforce-statistics-for-england-and-wales-31-december-2009
NHS Dental Statistics for England, Quarter 3, 31 December 2009

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/dentalstats0910q3
Primary Care Commissioning

Personal Learning for Commissioning

PCC has introduced a new resource to help subscribers develop the expertise needed to support organisational commissioning competencies. Personal Learning for Commissioning (PL4C) provides links to commissioning resources and advice on the skills and knowledge required to bring individuals up to the mark in a range of commissioning disciplines. PL4C also includes tools to help commissioners plan and track their professional development.

http://www.pcc.nhs.uk/personal-learning-for-commissioning
NICE
The management of lower urinary tract symptoms in men

This clinical guideline offers evidence-based advice on the effective management of lower urinary tract symptoms (LUTS) in men. The lower urinary tract consists of the bladder, prostate gland and urethra (the tube that carries urine from the bladder to the end of the penis).
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG97
Recognition and treatment of neonatal jaundice

Jaundice is one of the most common conditions needing medical attention in newborn babies. Jaundice refers to yellow colouration of the skin and the sclerae and is caused by a raised level of bilirubin in the circulation, a condition known as hyperbilirubinaemia.
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG98
Laparoscopic radical hysterectomy for early stage cervical cancer

The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) has issued full guidance to the NHS in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland on Laparoscopic radical hysterectomy for early stage cervical cancer.

It replaces the previous guidance on Laparoscopic radical hysterectomy for early stage cervical cancer (Interventional Procedures Guidance no. 24).  

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG338
Limited macular translocation for wet age-related macular degeneration

The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) has issued full guidance to the NHS in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland on Limited macular translocation for wet age related macular degeneration.

It replaces the previous guidance on Macular translocation for age-related macular degeneration (Interventional Procedures Guidance no. 48, March 2004). 

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG339
Macular translocation with 360° retinotomy for wet age related macular degeneration
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG340
Prosthetic intervertebral disc replacement in the cervical spine
The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) has issued full guidance to the NHS in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland on Prosthetic intervertebral disc replacement in the cervical spine.

It replaces the previous guidance on Prosthetic intervertebral disc replacement in the cervical spine  (Interventional Procedures Guidance no. 143, 2005).  

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG341
Haemorrhoidal artery ligation
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG342
Crohn's disease - infliximab (review) and adalimumab (review of TA40)

This guidance replaces 'NICE technology appraisal guidance 40' issued in April 2002.
The review and re-appraisal of infliximab for the treatment of severe active or active fistulising Crohn’s disease has resulted in a change in the guidance. Specifically, infliximab should now be given as a planned course of treatment until treatment failure (including the need for surgery) or for 12 months, whichever is shorter. Treatment should then only be continued if there is clear evidence of ongoing active disease. Adalimumab is now also recommended as another treatment option for people with severe active Crohn’s disease.

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/TA187
Cabinet Office
The Coalition: our programme for government

This document sets out the Government's plans for the next five years. The programme reflects the Government's values of freedom, fairness and responsibility.
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/409088/pfg_coalition.pdf
Building the Big Society

This document outlines government policies to put more power and opportunity into people’s hands.
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/407789/building-big-society.pdf
The House of Commons Public Accounts Committee
Tackling problem drug use

The House of Commons Public Accounts Committee has published 'Thirtieth Report: Tackling problem drug use'. The report concluded that although the Government spends £1.2 billion a year on measures aimed at tackling problem drug use, it is not clear what the overall effect this spending is having, and around one-quarter of problem drug users are hard-core offenders who resist measures to reduce their offending or 'drop out' of drug treatment. Problem drug users typically relapse several times into further drug use and offending during and after drug treatment and despite local authorities spending £30 million on housing support for problem drug users in 2008-09, up to 100,000 drug users in England continue to have a housing problem. Other key facts are that some problem drug users quickly relapse into drug use and reoffending when released from prison and measures to reduce problem drug use by young people have had limited impact.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmselect/cmpubacc/456/45602.htm
The House of Commons Health Select Committee
The use of overseas doctors in providing out–of–hours services. 

This report examines the arrangements for out-of-hours general practice which were introduced in 2004 as part of a new GP contract, with particular reference to the use of overseas doctors. It states that the Department of Health showed little regard to securing value for money for taxpayers when they negotiated the out-of-hours GP service reforms in 2004. The report also includes an examination of the legislation and practice around the checking of overseas GPs' clinical and language competence and makes recommendations to attempt to ensure that the system is as rigorous as possible.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmselect/cmhealth/441/441.pdf
Number 10 
Cuts to Senior Civil Service and NHS manager bonuses
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/latest-news/2010/05/cuts-to-senior-civil-service-and-nhs-manager-bonuses-50176
NHS Employers
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 215, 17 May 2010

http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHS-Workforce-Bulletin_215_170510.HTML
The Care Quality Commission

Important changes to CQC’s assessment of adult social care services
http://www.cqc.org.uk/newsandevents/pressreleases.cfm?cit_id=36253&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
Survey of adult inpatients 2009

The Care Quality Commission has published the results of the 2009 NHS Inpatient Survey, covering 162 hospital trusts in England. Many of the survey questions relate to essential standards of quality and safety that trusts must meet under the new registration system that came into operation on 1 April. The information is used to monitor performance in the NHS. The results suggest that there have been big improvements in cleanliness and a decline in mixed-sex accommodation, however it also showed significant room for improvement around the information given to people about medicines and the availability of help for patients to eat.

http://www.cqc.org.uk/usingcareservices/healthcare/patientsurveys/hospitalcare/inpatientservices.cfm
Sainsbury Centre for Mental Health

Mental health: implementing recovery

The Sainsbury Centre for Mental Health has published 'Implementing recovery: a methodology for organisational change'. This policy paper presents a practical methodology to help mental health services and their local partners become more recovery-oriented in their organisation and practices, and thereby to support these processes more effectively.
http://www.scmh.org.uk/pdfs/Implementing_recovery_methodology.pdf
King’s Fund

'A high-performing NHS? A review of progress 1997-2010'
Using official data, government reports and academic research, this report evaluates the NHS in England from 1997 to 2010. It assesses how much progress the NHS has made in the following eight areas: access; safety; health promotion and management of long-term conditions; clinical effectiveness; patient experience; equity; efficiency; and accountability.

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/a_highperforming_nh.html
'Accounting for quality to the local community: findings from focus group research'. 

Quality accounts aim to increase NHS accountability by making more information about quality available to the public, and encourage boards (or the equivalent senior management) to focus more on quality improvement. This paper assesses how far current plans for quality accounts meet the first of those objectives. It outlines the conclusions of focus groups and argues that providers should look at quality accounts as a year-round process and should seek input from their local community from the outset. Participants in the focus groups emphasised the importance of the information provided to the public being robust, honest and presented in a readable way.
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/quality_accounts.html
Putting quality first in the boardroom: improving the business of caring.
This report is based on observations of nurse executives and their boards at six NHS trusts. It examines what is meant by the term ‘clinical quality’ and why it has the potential to be marginalised in the boardroom. It goes on to consider the dynamics of the boardroom and the role of the nurse executive. In drawing together the findings, the authors suggest ten action points for boards to ensure that they engage more effectively with the quality agenda.

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/putting_quality.html
Joseph Rowntree

Involving users in commissioning local services 

This report is about service users’ experience and views of involvement in shaping services, and the experiences and views of commissioners when involving users. The project reflected on what's happening at the moment and how user involvement in commissioning could work in practice. It found that: the involvement of service users in shaping local services is still in its infancy; the definition of 'user involvement' varies from one-off consultations to equal partnerships; and that there are more good practice examples of user involvement in Social Care than in Health.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/users-local-services
NHS Evidence

Oral health (NHS Evidence - oral health)

www.library.nhs.uk/oralhealth 

To mark the start of National Smile Month 2010 (www.nationalsmilemonth.org), NHS Evidence – oral health presents an Annual Evidence Update covering all aspects of oral health. The specialist collection team has systematically identified and appraised the best available evidence (systematic reviews) which is presented, along with recently published guidelines.       

Health and Safety Executive
NHS Trust fined £75,000 after drug mix-up kills nurse hours after giving birth

An NHS Trust has been fined after a mother who had just given birth died when she was given the wrong drug.

Great Western Hospitals NHS Trust was prosecuted by HSE after 30-year-old Mayra Cabrera died at the Marlborough Road hospital in Swindon on 11 May 2004.

http://news.hse.gov.uk/2010/05/17/nhs-trust-fined-75000-after-drug-mix-up-kills-nurse-hours-after-giving-birth/
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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