
Key Points – 21st November 2008
Department of Health
 
the week: issue 72, 14 - 20 November 2008
Provides need-to-know news, consultations and events for chief executives and their teams. It provides links to more information and resources, highlighting areas for action
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_090430
 
Communications summary: October 2008
This lists all recent DH circulars, publications and dear colleague letters.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/CommunicationsSummary/DH_090454
 
CNO bulletin, issue 73, November 2008
This bulletin provides up-to-date information about NHS news and developments of specific interest to nurses, midwives and health visitors.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Chiefnursingofficerbulletin/Browsable/DH_090510
 
Social Care bulletin, issue 8, November 2008
A bulletin for all colleagues working in social care
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Socialcarebulletin/Browsable/DH_090539
 
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 139, 17 November 2008
NHS Workforce bulletin is your weekly update on HR and workforce issues in the NHS.
http://www.nhsemployers.org/files/workforce_bulletin.html
 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority consultation [Closing date: 18 February 2009]
This consultation seeks views on changes to the code of practice, revised consent forms and presentation of clinic data for human fertilisation and embryology procedures.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_090455
 
Agreement reached on 2009 Pharmaceutical Price Regulation Scheme (PPRS) negotiations [Letter]
Letter confirming that the Association of the British Pharmaceutical Industry (ABPI) and the Department of Health have reached agreement on the new Pharmaceutical Price Regulation Scheme (PPRS) from 1 January 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_090494
 
Directions to Primary Care Trusts concerning the exercise of Dental Public Health functions 2008
These Directions cover the provision of oral and dental health care.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Legislation/DH_090515
 
Transfer of Learning Disability social care funding and commissioning from the NHS to Local Government [Letter]
This letter to all primary care trusts and strategic health authorities gives an update on the transfer of commissioning responsibility from primary care trusts to local authorities with respect to non-health care-related expenditure for people with learning difficulties.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/SocialCare/Deliveringadultsocialcare/Learningdisabilities/DH_090461
 
Best practice guidance for Your guide to local health services
This best practice guidance presents items for inclusion in guides to local health services to help primary care trusts ensure that patients receive local information about primary care trust services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_090451
 
The role of the Primary Care Trust board in world class commissioning
This document provides primary care trust boards with guidance on their specific role and purpose in the context of the Department of Health’s aspirations for world-class commissioning.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_090400
 
New measures for the Manual for Cancer Services 2004
Revised UGI, urology, breast and lung measures
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/NationalServiceFrameworks/Cancer/DH_4135590
 
Putting prevention first: Vascular checks risk assessment and management - impact assessment
This document assesses the impact of new checks for vascular diseases such as heart disease, stroke, diabetes and kidney disease.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsLegislation/DH_090351
 
Children and young people in mind: the final report of the National CAMHS Review
This review examines how the needs of vulnerable children are being met by child and adolescent mental health services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_090399
 
Social Enterprise - making a difference: a guide to the Right to Request
The ‘right to request’ is part of a bigger vision for the future of the NHS as set out in High Quality Care For All: NHS Next Stage Review Final Report published in June 2008. It identifies the need to enable NHS services everywhere to best respond to the needs of their local communities and the need for a new accountability. 
This guide aims to support NHS staff who are thinking of taking up the ‘right to request’ and setting up a social enterprise to deliver healthcare services to NHS patients, free at the point of delivery. 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_090460
 
Equality impact assessment: summary tool and guidance for policy makers
This guidance explains the Department of Health's requirement to conduct equality impact assessments and helps policy makers understand what that entails.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_090396
 
National Alcohol Conference: speech by Dawn Primarolo 
This is a transcript of the speech by Public Health Minister Dawn Primarolo at the National Alcohol Conference on 18 November 2008. She talks about the Government's approach to tackling problem drinking.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_090429
 
Implementing the Tooke Report: update
This is an updated departmental response to the 47 recommendations in Sir John Tooke’s report on modernising medical careers.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_090286
 
The Council for Healthcare Regulatory Excellence (CHRE) draft Regulations 2008: consultation report
This is a summary of the Government's response to a consultation on the draft regulations setting out proposals for the Council for Healthcare Regulatory Excellence Regulations 2008.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_090311
 
The potential impact of an opt out system for organ donation in the UK: an independent report from the Organ Donation Taskforce
This independent report investigates the potential impact of changing to an opt-out system of consent for organ donation.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_090312
 
Help build a better health and social care service: Local Involvement Networks (LINks) explained [Leaflet]
Local Involvement Networks (LINks) have been introduced to help strengthen the system that enables communities to influence local health and care services.
This publication supersedes previous versions of 'LINks explained'.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_090531
 
Bowel cancer screening: the facts [Leaflet]
This leaflet gives information about bowel cancer and the benefits and risks of bowel cancer screening. It will help patients make an informed choice about taking part in the NHS bowel cancer screening programme.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_090446
 
What is a Children's Trust? [Leaflet]
This leaflet sets out what children's trusts are, what they do, and the role the NHS has to play in them.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/DH_090464
 
DH news releases 17-21 November 2008
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
 
New Deputy Chief Nursing Officer 
David Foster has been appointed to the post of Deputy Chief Nursing Officer at the Department of Health
  
Health and Care Workers to set up new social enterprises 
Funding announced for innovative social enterprise projects 
  
£13.5million for areas with poor health 
Unveiling a package of £13.5million to improve health in disadvantaged areas, Public Health Minister, Dawn Primarolo, called on local councillors to tackle pockets of poor health. 
  
Government and Industry in drug price deal 
A new deal reached between the Government and the pharmaceutical industry means that more patients will benefit from a wider range of innovative drug treatments at a fair price to the NHS. 
  
Phil Hope launches more 'Pacesetters' to reduce health inequalities 
Eighteen new projects will have access to a £5.5 million pot to come up with innovative new ways of helping people from marginalised communities cope with diabetes, cancer and cardiovascular disease, Care Services Minister Phil Hope has announced. 
  
Government welcomes progress in coordination and translation of health research for the benefit of patients 
The first progress report from the Office for Strategic Co-ordination of Health Research (OSCHR) has  been submitted to the Government. The Secretaries of State for Health and Innovation, Universities and Skills have welcomed the report. 
  
Ed Balls and Alan Johnson boost child mental health services 
Children's mental health services will be radically improved by a package of measures including a National Advisory Council and the roll-out of extra support for children in schools, Children's Secretary Ed Balls and Health Secretary Alan Johnson announced. 
  
NHS staff help develop measures of quality care 
Doctors, nurses and other NHS staff in England are helping to develop new standards to measure and improve the quality of care in the NHS. 
  
Government welcomes taskforce report on Organ Donation 
Alan Johnson calls for 25 million people on the organ donor register by 2013
  
Statistical press notice: A&E statistics - quarterly update 
Updated statistics have been released by the Department of Health: 
 

Statistics
 
18 weeks referral to treatment statistics
Data for September 2008 has been added.
http://www.performance.doh.gov.uk/rtt/
 
 
The Information Centre
 
General Ophthalmic Services : Activity Statistics for England and Wales - year ending 31 March 2008
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/eye-care/general-ophthalmic-services-:-activity-statistics-for-england-and-wales--year-ending-31-march-2008
 
General Ophthalmic Services: Workforce Statistics for England and Wales - year ending 31 December 2007
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/eye-care/general-ophthalmic-services:-workforce-statistics-for-england-and-wales--year-ending-31-december-2007
 
 
NICE
 
Promoting young people's social and emotional wellbeing in secondary education: consultation on the evidence
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=article&o=42563
 
Interventional procedures consultation document - implantation of an opaque intraocular lens for intractable double vision
http://www.nice.org.uk/ip62consultation
 
Interventional procedures consultation document - endoscopic radiofrequency ablation for gastro-oesophageal reflux disease
http://www.nice.org.uk/ip280consultation
 
Interventional procedures consultation document - photodynamic therapy for brain tumours
http://www.nice.org.uk/ip538consultation
 
Interventional procedures consultation document - deep dermal injection of non-absorbable gel polymer for HIV-related facial lipoatrophy
http://www.nice.org.uk/ip622consultation
 
Donor breast milk: draft scope for consultation
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=download&o=42579
 
 
Health Protection Agency
 
Future generation of antibiotic users to be taught the dangers of inappropriate prescribing
Children are to be taught in schools about prudent antibiotic use and the importance of good hygiene as part of a new campaign to control the spread of antibiotic resistant infections. "e-Bug", a European Commission (DG-SANCO) sponsored project, developed by the Health Protection Agency and European partners, is an educational resource that will be available for schools in Europe, including the UK, to use from next year (2009/2010).
http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1226996060308?p=1204186170287
 
 
National Confidential Enquiry into Patient Outcome and Death
 
Systemic Anti-Cancer Therapy: For better, for worse? (2008) 
NCEPOD (National Confidential Enquiry into Patient Outcome and Death) has published ‘Systemic Anti-Cancer Therapy: For better, for worse?’. This report highlights the process of care of patients who died within 30 days of receiving systemic anti-cancer therapy. It takes a critical look at areas where the care of patients might have been improved. Remediable factors have been identified in the clinical and the organisational care of these patients.
http://www.ncepod.org.uk/2008sact.htm
 
 
The King’s Fund
 
High Performing PCT Boards
The King’s Fund is to run five free seminars for PCT board members across the country. These will be looking at the emerging themes from the world class commissioning assessments, and what can be learnt from leading global practice about the new leadership required from high performing boards.
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/leadership/pct_board_development/high_performing_pct.html
 
King’s Fund calls for overhaul of key government health reform
A major shake-up of one of the government’s central health policy reforms to devolve greater power to GPs and deliver higher quality services to local communities is urgently needed, concludes a two-year study of practice-based commissioning entitled ‘Practice-based commissioning: reinvigorate, replace or abandon?’ published today by The King’s Fund.
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/media/health_reform.html
 
 
Healthcare Commission
 
Newsletter November 2008
http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk//newsandevents/newsletters/healthcarecommissionmonthlynewsletter.cfm?cit_id=1490&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
 
 
Communities and Local Government
 
Evaluation of the take-up and use of the well-being power: research summary
This report gives practical examples of how the well-being power has been used by local authorities. The well-being power is a general power of competence permitting councils to do anything except raise tax to promote the economic, social and environmental well-being of their areas.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/evaluationwellbeingpower
 
 
Food Standards Agency
 
Scores on the doors: update on consultation responses
This report gives a summary of the responses to a consultation on food safety information.
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2008/nov/sotd
 
FSA News, November 2008 
http://www.food.gov.uk/aboutus/publications/fsanews/#branch0
 
 
Commissioning Update
 
The Commissioner
http://thecommissionernhs.blogspot.com/
 
 
BBC Health
http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
You can also read Key Points, and other info-related alerts and messages, on the HILS (Health Information & Library Service) weblog at:
www.cehi-hils.org.uk
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sue Austin        &             Sue Graham
tel: 0191 4971460       0191 5297209
 
Librarian/Knowledge Managers
email library@sotw.nhs.uk
 

View the library catalogue at: http://library.nuth.nhs.uk/webview
 
 
