
Key Points – 23rd July 2010
Department of Health

the week: issue 155, 16 - 22 July 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_117744
General Ophthalmic Services: payments for continuing education and training and pre-registration supervisors grant [Letter]
This letter informs primary care trusts of the continuing education and training allowance for 2009. It also advises of an increase in the pre-registration supervisors allowance for 2010-11.
http://alturl.com/fwtxc
Measles outbreaks in Gypsy and Traveller communities [Letter]
This is a letter from Professor Sailisbury CB, Director of Immunisation, alerting Immunisation Co-ordinators and Directors of Public Health about outbreaks of measles within Gypsy and Traveller communities across the UK this summer.
http://alturl.com/u9zaf
Transparency in outcomes - a framework for the NHS [Closing date: 10 October 2010]
This consultation seeks the views of those working in the NHS, patients and the public in developing the NHS outcomes framework to hold the NHS commissioning board to account for delivering better health outcomes.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_117583
Liberating the NHS: Increasing democratic legitimacy in health [Closing date: 11 October 2010]
This consultation seeks views on proposals to strengthen the role of local government in health. It suggests local authorities take on local public health improvement functions, have a new role in promoting integration, and local health watch organisations acting as independent consumer champions, accountable to local authorities.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_117586
Liberating the NHS: commissioning for patients - consultation on proposals [Closing date: 11 October 2010]
This consultation seeks views on how proposals for putting local GP practices in charge of commissioning services, to best meet the needs of local people, should be implemented.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_117587
The White Paper - supplementary management bulletin

This is a one-off bulletin for managers to keep them up to date with information on government's health white paper published on 12 July 2010.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/themonth/DH_117593
Olympic Games 2012 call for volunteers: Q&A guidelines for employers

The London Organising Committee will launch its volunteering campaign for the Olympic and Paralympic Games in 2012 next week. This question and answer guidance helps SHAs, PCTs and trusts assist staff interested in volunteering. 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_117805
News releases 17-23 July 2010
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Giving power to local people How local NHS, public health, and care services will be shaped
Statistical Press notice: Access to GUM services 
Candidate for post of Care Quality Commission chair announced Following an independent recruitment exercise conducted by the Appointments Commission, Dame Jo Williams has emerged as the Government’s candidate for the post of Chair of the Care Quality Commission.
Food Standards Agency to keep crucial safety role Public confidence in food safety issues will be protected, as the Government confirmed its intention to retain the Food Standards Agency (FSA) with a renewed focus on food safety.
First step to sustainable care and support system The first step towards creating a sustainable care and support system for all adults, that puts individuals and their families at its heart, has been unveiled by Health Secretary Andrew Lansley.
Liberating the NHS: Improving outcomes for patients Detailed proposals for how the NHS will improve healthcare outcomes for patients and judge its success have been set out in a public consultation by the Department of Health.

Statistics (DH)
Genito-Urinary Medicine Access Monthly Monitoring (GUMAMM), May 2010

http://alturl.com/fzyu4
Information Centre

Smoking, drinking and drug use among young people in England in 2009

This report contains results from an annual survey of secondary school pupils in years 7 to 11 (mostly aged 11 to 15). 7,674 pupils in 247 schools in England completed questionnaires in the autumn term of 2009.

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/sdd09fullreport
Deprivation of Liberty safeguards

The Information Centre has published 'Mental Capacity Act 2005, Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards Assessments (England) - First report on annual data, 2009/10'. This report provides information on uses of the new legislation across the whole year from 1 April 2009 - 31 March 2010. It also references the expected figures included in the planning assumptions made by the Department of Health. Results show that the total number of applications made was much lower than expected, and that although the number of successful applications was lower than expected, a much higher percentage of applications than expected were successful (46 per cent compared with the predicted 25 per cent). The majority of applications were for a person who lacked capacity because of dementia.

http://alturl.com/9saez
Audit Commission

Payment by Results data

The Audit Commission has published Payment by Results audit information for NHS Trusts.

Inpatients

http://alturl.com/izwig
Outpatients

http://alturl.com/dxki7
The Centre for Maternal and Child Enquiries (CMACE)
Perinatal Mortality

The key findings are: the perinatal mortality rate in the UK continues to fall from 8.3 per 1,000 total births in 2000 to 7.5 per 1,000 in 2008; for the second consecutive year, the trend in the stillbirth rate since 2000 has shown a significant decrease, from 5.4 (2000) to 5.1 (2008) per 1,000 total births; the stillbirth and neonatal mortality rates for twin births have also fallen; there is wide variation in the stillbirth and neonatal mortality rates across the regions; and there is also variation in stillbirths and neonatal mortality rates from congenital anomalies, linked to region. In response to the findings, the report includes recommendations which highlight areas requiring better clinical practice. 

http://alturl.com/7mmrk
Clinical Knowledge Summaries

New topics

http://www.cks.nhs.uk/news/new_and_updated_cks_topics
Commission on the Funding of Care and Support

The Government has established an independent commission to advise it on the funding of care and support. The Commission will make recommendations on how we achieve an affordable and sustainable funding system for care and support, for all adults in England, both in the home and other settings.

http://carecommission.dh.gov.uk/
Communities and Local Government

Pickles outlines plans to abolish regional government
Communities and Local Government Secretary Eric Pickles has announced the Government's intention in principle to abolish the remaining eight Government Offices for the Regions across England, subject to using the Spending Review to resolve consequential issues. The final decisions will be made at the end of the Spending Review in the autumn.

http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1646834
Food Standards Agency

New strategy to tackle food poisoning bug
The UK’s main public funders of food safety research have joined together to publish a co-ordinated strategy to investigate the food bug campylobacter. This is the first time these organisations have agreed to a common set of objectives to tackle the problem.
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2010/jul/campyresearch
The Healthcare Quality Improvement Partnership (HQIP)

Vascular surgical services audit

The 'UK Audit of Vascular Surgical Services and Carotid Endarterectomy', commissioned by The Healthcare Quality Improvement Partnership (HQIP) produced by the Vascular Society and the Royal College of Physicians clinical standards unit, has been published. The audit asked over a hundred NHS Trusts who undertook complex vascular surgery what they provided for patients and how they organised themselves. It concluded the numbers of patients who die following complex surgery to repair blocked or damaged blood vessels could be significantly reduced if the NHS recognised vascular surgery as a full specialty and organised care within hospitals accordingly. It found that too many trusts were unable to offer the latest best operations and not enough data was being gathered on these patients.

http://alturl.com/r529y
Health Protection Agency

HIV infection rates

The Health Protection Agency has published figures showing that HIV infections diagnosed in the over 50s have more than doubled in a period of seven years, with cases rising from 299 new cases in 2000 to 710 new cases in 2007. The researchers also found the number of over 50s seen for HIV care in the UK increased three-fold over the study period. The statistics also show that there are currently more than 83,000 people in the UK living with HIV, with a quarter unaware of their infection.

http://alturl.com/ns55u
Joseph Rowntree Foundation
People over 50 living with HIV

The Joseph Rowntree Foundation has published a summary of the findings of a national study of people over 50 living with HIV. The study by Terrence Higgins Trust and Age UK investigated the needs and concerns of older adults living with HIV. It looked at how improved treatments are allowing people with HIV in the UK to live longer into later life and revealed that there are high levels of uncertainty about future health and care. A full report, exploring these issues further, will be published in Summer 2010.

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/over-50-living-with-HIV
Resilience and the recession in six deprived communities: Preparing for worse to come?

JRF commissioned this paper as part of its programme on poverty and place, which aims to understand how where people live affects their experiences of living in or on the margins of poverty. 

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/resilience-and-recession
The King’s Fund

Improving NHS productivity

The King's Fund has published a new report 'Improving NHS productivity: more with the same not more of the same'. The report analyses how the NHS can meet the challenges it faces as it enters a more constrained financial environment. It revisits assumptions about the cost and demand pressures facing the NHS and identifies the contribution of different cost and demand drivers to the projected growth in expenditure required, and illuminates the choices faced, nationally and locally, to manage these pressures. It maps out some of the strategies that might be used to release resources, and assesses their likely potential to deliver productivity improvements.
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/improving_nhs.html
NHS Employers

NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 224, 19 July 2010

http://alturl.com/y6anj
NHS Improvement

Living with and beyond cancer

NHS Improvement has published 'Living with and beyond cancer: the improvement story so far'. The purpose of this document is to give 'the story so far' and includes the work that NHS Improvement, through the cancer adult survivorship improvement team, has been undertaking on behalf of the National Cancer Survivorship Initiative (NCSI). The main focus is to present improvement stories from the test communities who are piloting elements of care and support to inform potential new models of care. The learning and improvement stories from the assessment and care planning test sites will be included in the final report of the pilot phase of testing in the winter.
http://www.improvement.nhs.uk/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=hXOKkpqRJE4%3d&tabid=56
Good practice in Audiology

NHS Improvement has published 'Pushing the boundaries: evidence to support the delivery of good practice in audiology'. During 2009/10 NHS Improvement worked with 18 pilot sites across England, as part of the Department of Health National Audiology Programme, to identify and share innovative ways to improve the quality of patient experience, increase productivity and sustain improvements over the long term. The pilots covered a diverse range of clinical pathways which included tinnitus, balance and children’s hearing, as well as age related hearing loss and those with more complex needs. This publication has been written to share the learning from this pilot phase of the NHS Improvement Audiology Programme. Through a series of case studies and examples, it aims to highlight areas of innovative and emerging good practice that can be used locally to deliver improvements for audiology patients and their carers.

http://www.improvement.nhs.uk/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=zRsxjLXTeCw%3d&tabid=56
The Nuffield Trust

Trends in emergency admissions 2004 - 2009 

This report examines the rise in emergency hospital admissions in England from 2004/05 to 2008/09 and tries to identify the possible explanations. It examines a number of possible reasons for the rise, including the impact of targets, the ageing population, and variations across different hospitals. It concludes that the rise has, in part, been caused by a lowering of the clinical threshold for emergency admissions – advances in medical care and management have reduced the length of time patients stay in hospital, which in turn has freed up more available beds and allowed doctors to admit more patients. 
http://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/publications/detail.aspx?id=145&PRid=716
Primary Care Contracting
Delivering dental access

Primary Care Contracting has published a resource pack 'Delivering dental access more effectively'. It has been developed to help PCTs further engage with providers and dentists on delivering dental access more effectively. It is designed to be used alongside the Contract Management Handbook. It includes advice on the dental regulations; a guide to developing a local performance policy; advice on the effective use of information/data and e-reporting, information on contract variations, and case studies and examples.

http://www.pcc.nhs.uk/dap-delivering-dental-access-more-effectively
Public Health Commissioning

The Casebook, issue 3 July 2010

http://www.phcn.nhs.uk/casebook/3/
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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