
Key Points – 23rd October 2009
Department of Health

the week: issue 118, 16 - 22 October 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_107445
Medical directors' bulletin, issue 97, October 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Medicaldirectorsbulletin/DH_107444
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 186, 19 October 2009
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin-19October2009.HTML
Department of health: Swine flu  

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
NHS Choices: Swine flu – latest news

http://www.nhs.uk/news/2009/04April/Pages/Swineflulatest.aspx
NHS Choices: Swine flu alert

http://www.nhs.uk/AlertsEmergencies/Pages/Pandemicflualert.aspx
A (H1N1) Swine Influenza:  Additional planning guidance and winter management and reporting for 2009/10 [Letter]
This is a letter to NHS chief executives explaining the latest guidance to support pandemic planners based on the latest science and understanding of the swine flu virus, and to ensure that all organisations continue to plan for managing swine flu alongside the added pressures of winter.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_107412
A (H1N1) Swine Influenza:  Additional planning guidance

This is a letter to directors of adult and children's social services explaining the latest guidance to support pandemic planners based on the latest science and understanding of the swine flu virus, and to ensure that all organisations continue to plan for managing swine flu alongside the added pressures of winter.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_107430
Swine flu: guidance for planners (22 October 2009)

This is guidance to support pandemic planners based on the latest science and understanding of the swine flu virus.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107413
Local authority social care pandemic flu self-assessment survey [Letter]
Letter inviting local authorities to to participate in a social care self-assessment survey.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_107490
H1N1 swine flu vaccination programme 2009-2010: repackaging packs of vaccine for onward distribution [Letter]

This letter from the Chief Pharmaceutical Officer gives information on the repackaging of swine flu vaccine for onward distribution, if necessary.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_107396
Information materials to support the swine flu vaccination programme

This page links to fact sheets, forms, letters and other supporting material about the swine flu vaccination programme.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/InformationandGuidance/Vaccinationprogramme/DH_107355
Swine flu vaccination: what you need to know

This document gives information for the public about swine flu vaccination.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107404
Immunisation against infectious disease - 'The Green Book' – Updated

This publication presents the latest information on vaccines and vaccination procedures for all the vaccine-preventable infectious diseases that may occur in the UK. In particular it deals with those immunisations that comprise the routine immunisation programme for all children from birth to adolescence.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Healthprotection/Immunisation/Greenbook/DH_4097254
Direct payment for health care: a consultation on proposals for regulations and guidance [Closing date: 8 January 2010]
This consultation seeks views on the government’s proposals for piloting direct payments for health care. This is part of the wider pilot programme to explore personal health budgets announced in High Quality Care For All.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_107425
Age Equality in Health and Social Care

The report analyses the nature, extent and variability of age discrimination in health and social care services. It also highlights what reforms are already in train to tackle age discrimination and support greater age equality.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107278
Report of the Standing Commission on Carers 2007 to 2009

This report sets out future challenges and opportunities and contains a number of recommendations and suggestions for the government, delivery partners and the next phase of the Commission on Carers.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/DH_107305
Speech by Secretary of State for Health: Unite/CPHVA Annual Conference: “Leading for Health – Safeguarding the community”

This is a transcript of the speech by Health Secretary Andy Burnham at the Unite/CPHVA Annual Conference on 14 October 2009. He talks about health visitors.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_107130
Speech by Secretary of State for Health: National Children and Adult Services (NCAS) Conference

This is a transcript of the speech by Health Secretary Andy Burnham at the National Children and Adult Services Conference on 23 October 2009. He talks about start-of-life and end-of-life questions.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_107455
Survey on 48 hour week Working Time Directive readiness

The objective of this survey was to review the readiness of NHS trusts for the introduction of the European Working Time Directive 48-hour working week in August 2009.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107270
The Government's response to the Health Select Committee's report on the use of management consultants in the NHS and the Department of Health

This document sets out the Government's response to the House of Commons Health Select Committee's report on the use of management consultants by the NHS and the Department of Health.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107419
Good Learning Disability Partnership Boards: Making it happen for everyone

This guidance provides best practice examples from learning disability partnership boards around the country and proposed ways of working.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107385
The Health Professions (Hearing Aid Dispensers) Order 2009: consultation report, September 2009

The order was published in draft for consultation between 7 April and 7 July 2009. This gives links to information on the outcome of the consultation.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_107308
Department of Health funded research on decontamination of surgical instruments: progress review 2008

This report on the research of the Working Group for Research into the Decontamination of Surgical Instruments provides information for the Department of Health with the aim of progressing these results from the research field into practical application within an NHS setting.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107262
Decontamination of Surgical Instruments: Progress Review 2008

This report has been updated to include much of the research presented at the twice-yearly meetings of the Working Group for Research into the Decontamination of Surgical Instruments.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107254
Reviewing patients who have waited longer than 18 weeks

This guidance suggests methods for reviewing and reporting waits longer than 18 weeks in order to understand the causes of unnecessary waits and to drive further improvements in patient experience.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107378
Emergency Services Review

This report presents the findings of a review of emergency services to ensure that local health economies continue to provide resilient, sustainable and integrated emergency and urgent care arrangements.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107339
Senior Salaries Review Body - review for 2010: written evidence from the Department of Health

This written evidence supports efforts to set salaries at the right levels to recruit, retain, and motivate sufficient numbers of high quality leaders and managers to deliver Government policy for the benefit of patients, and to do so in a manner that is affordable in both the short and longer terms.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_106801
A summary of changes to direct payments

This leaflet sets out changes to the direct payment scheme that will take effect from 9 November 2009. The changes will extend the scheme to people who lack the capacity to consent and people with mental health problems who are subject to mental health and certain criminal justice legislation.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107271
Protecting the NHS in relation to patient mobility and cross-border healthcare: Draft regulations and guidance

This document presents draft regulations and guidance intended to provide greater clarity to the NHS about the application of case law on Article 49 of the EU Treaty to NHS patients, as well as incoming patients from other EEA member states.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107296
Proposed regulations establishing prior authorisation and reimbursement arrangements in respect of applications for cross-border healthcare under Article 49 of the EU Treaty [Letter]

This letter publicises an NHS stakeholder engagement event on the proposed interim regulations and guidance for the establishment of prior authorisation and reimbursement arrangements in respect of applications from patients to access cross-border healthcare under the provisions of Article 49 of the EU Treaty.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_107294
Leaflets on the EHIC, healthcare entitlement for EEA and non-EEA visitors and hospital treatment for non-resident UK citizens

These leaflets are part of a suite of information for overseas visitor managers in support of the new arrangements by which NHS trusts should record and report treatments (including planned treatments) of visitors from the European Economic Area and Switzerland.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107246
Absent without leave: definitions of escape and abscond

This document sets out definitions of escape, attempted escape, abscond and failure to return in secure mental health services.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107391
News releases 17-23 October 2009

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Non-Executive Directors Announced for new Adjudication Body for Health Professionals 

The Department of Health, the General Medical Council (GMC) and the General Optical Council (GOC) today welcomed the appointments of Andrew Colquhoun and Pamela Charlwood as the first two non-executive directors of the new Office of the Health Professions Adjudicator (OHPA).

Percy The Smokefree Penguin Visits Trafford 

Percy the Smokefree Penguin visited Trafford to encourage smokers to quit after it was revealed that seven people in the district are killed every week by smoking.

Nurses, midwives and public to share their views on tomorrow’s healthcare 

Prime Minister’s Commission hold national event

Statistical Press notice: Access to GUM services 
These following statistics hqave been released by the Department of Health:

Continued innovation in primary care key to future of NHS 
An innovative Primary Care sector holds the key to the success of the NHS in the difficult times ahead said Health Minister Mike O’Brien.

Swine Flu vaccines start today 
More than 11 million people in England will be offered it first

London’s NHS Stop Smoking Services celebrate 10 years of saving lives 
* London quitters and stop smoking advisors case studies available
* Statistics on smoking in London available – Page 2 of press release
* ‘Top 10 Tips for a Successful Quit Attempt’ – Page 4 of press release
* Image of quitters and advisors spelling out ‘thanks’ in Hyde Park

Widnes Vikings’ Kemik Signs Up For Smokefree Northwest Campaign 
Widnes Vikings’ Kemik today signed up to a major Smokefree Northwest campaign after it was revealed that four people in Halton are killed every single week by smoking.

Department of Health to develop National Liver Strategy
 The Department of Health is taking forward its commitment to tackling liver disease by recruiting a new National Clinical Director to lead the development of a National Strategy for Liver Disease.

Openness on infections championed as key to winning the worldwide fight 
Chief Nursing Officer showcases England’s mandatory surveillance to world experts on infections

Warrington Wolves’ Wolfie Signs Up For Smokefree Northwest Campaign 
Warrington Wolves’ Wolfie signed up to a major Smokefree Northwest campaign after it was revealed that six people in the town are killed every week by smoking.

Statistics
Sexual health: Genito-Urinary Medicine Access Monthly Monitoring (GUMAMM), August 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/SexualHealth/index.htm
Information Centre

MHMDS Quarterly Reports

Mental Health Service Performance Indicators
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/services/mental-health/mental-health-minimum-dataset-mhmds/mhmds-quarterly-reports
Cervical Screening Programme, England 2008-09

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/screening/cervical-screening/cervical-screening-programme-england-2008-09
National Heart Failure Audit 2008/09

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/services/national-clinical-audit-support-programme-ncasp/audit-reports/heart-disease
NHS Contraception Services, England: 2008-09

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/health-and-lifestyles/contraception/nhs-contraception-services-england:-2008-09
APHO
Mental Health Observatory: Mental health briefings from NEPHO

http://www.nepho.org.uk/mho/briefs
FSA: Reaching Vulnerable Groups. Developing Partnerships that will help us reach those who need our help the most

All of the work of the National Strategy for Financial Capability has been developed to bear in mind the needs of people who might find themselves excluded from the financial system. In particular, the FSA work with the non-profit sector to reach those people who may be vulnerable and who often turn to a trusted charity or community group for help
http://www.fsa.gov.uk/financial_capability/our-work/partnership_development/
Department for Work and Pensions

A test for racial discrimination in recruitment practice in British cities

This report provides the findings from a field experiment that aimed to test the extent of racial discrimination in the recruitment process in different areas of the British labour market.
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_607.asp
Attitudes to age in Britain 2004-8

This research analysed evidence on attitudes to age in Britain between 2004 and 2008. Attitudes to age can affect people of all ages and involve people's views both of themselves and of others. These attitudes have important implications for individual well-being, for age equality and for social cohesion.
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_599.asp
Equality and Human Rights Commission
Working Better: Fathers, family and work – contemporary perspectives (Research summary 41)

This paper offers insights into how fathers experience and think about work and care in Great Britain today.
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/research/fathers_family_and_work.pdf
Trans research review (Research report 27)

This review presents evidence that captures the experiences and challenges facing transgender people in Britain.
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/research/trans_research_review_rep27.pdf
Food Standards Agency

Agency seeks views on water guidance

The Agency is reviewing its natural mineral water, spring water and bottled drinking water guidance. It is seeking suggested amendments, clarifications and additional topics to be included in the updated guidance.
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2009/oct/water
Health Protection Agency

Weekly pandemic flu media update – 22 October 2009
http://www.hpa.org.uk/HPA/NewsCentre/
Joseph Rowntree Foundation

Reporting poverty in the UK: a practical guide for journalists

This guide provides journalists with an overview of UK poverty, highlights the dilemmas they face in covering it and suggests ways in which the subject can be dealt with fairly and authoritatively.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/reporting-poverty-uk-practical-guide-journalists
Reporting poverty resource pack
This resource pack aims to help journalism tutors, trainers and students to understand the issues involved in reporting UK poverty, and offers practical advice on how to tackle the subject.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/reporting-poverty-resource-pack
Communities in recession: the reality in four neighbourhoods
Four very different communities - Gellideg in Merthyr Tydfil, Hedworth in Jarrow, South Tyneside, Broadgreen in Swindon and Barkerend in Bradford - reveal the recession's effect on real people's lives, from the social and economic impact of job losses to disaffected young people and stalled regeneration.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/communities-recession-realities
Communities in recession: the impact on deprived neighbourhoods
This summary explores the relationship between previous and current unemployment trends; shows which areas have been hardest hit by the recession; suggests how local authorities, community and voluntary organisations can help maintain gains and 'recession-proof' the poorest communities.

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/communities-recession-impact
Creating a stronger information, advice and advocacy system for older people

The adult social care system needs to ensure older people get the information, advice and advocacy services they need to remain independent. This Solutions paper highlights recent work in Newcastle by the Quality of Life Partnership that's developed ways of working with existing systems to make them more 'older person friendly', efficient, and effective for all concerned.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/information-advice-advocacy-for-older-people
Learning from city recovery in Europe and the United States

A study of why cities decline, how they recover and how low-income communities within them fare under the impact of dramatic changes. 

The study focuses on the fortunes of seven European cities – Sheffield and Belfast in the UK; Bremen and Leipzig in Germany; Torino, Italy; Saint-Étienne, France; and Bilbao, Spain. Other cities, including several in the United States, were also involved in this programme of work.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/city-recovery-europe-united-states
NHS Evidence
Annual Evidence Update on System Reform (NHS Evidence - health management)              

www.library.nhs.uk/healthManagement 

The Annual Evidence Update (AEU) from the Health Management Specialist Collection on NHS System Reform provides an opportunity to bring together up-to-date knowledge and evidence about several key strands of NHS reform published since our last AEU on system reform in October 2008. The Update will be published on 26 October 2009

NICE

Consultations
Bacterial meningitis and meningococcal septicaemia in children: guideline consultation [Closing date: 17 November 2009

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45817
Weight management in pregnancy: consultation on the evidence [Closing date: 19 November 2009]

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45843
Venous thromboembolism - reducing the risk: pre-publication check [Closing date: 11 November 2009]

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45821
Prosthetic intervertebral disc replacement in the cervical spine (interventional procedures consultation) [Closing date: 18 November 2009]

http://www.nice.org.uk/ip265aconsultation
Selective internal radiation therapy for colorectal metastases in the liver (interventional procedures consultation) [Closing date: 18 November 2009]

http://www.nice.org.uk/ip228aconsultation
Surgical correction of hallux valgus using minimal access techniques (interventional procedures consultation) [Closing date: 18 November 2009]

http://www.nice.org.uk/ip782consultation
Therapeutic endoscopic division of epidural adhesions (interventional procedures consultation) [Closing date: 18 November 2009]

http://www.nice.org.uk/ip86aconsultation
Cytoreduction surgery followed by hyperthermic intraoperative peritoneal chemotherapy for peritoneal carcinomatosis (interventional procedures consultation) [Closing date: 18 November 2009]

http://www.nice.org.uk/ip256aconsultation
Breast cancer (advanced or metastatic) - lapatinib: appraisal consultation document [Closing date: 11 November 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45724
Rheumatoid arthritis - certolizumab pegol: appraisal consultation [Closing date: 10 November 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45786
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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