
Key Points – 24th December 2009
Department of Health

the month – issue 28, December 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/themonth/browsable/DH_110383
Medical Director’s bulletin – issue 99 December 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Medicaldirectorsbulletin/Browsable/DH_110539
CNO Bulletin – issue 84 December 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Chiefnursingofficerbulletin/Browsable/DH_110506
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 194, 14 December 2009
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin_14December2009.HTML
Department of health: Swine flu  

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
NHS Choices: Swine flu – latest news

http://www.nhs.uk/news/2009/04April/Pages/Swineflulatest.aspx
NHS Choices: Swine flu alert

http://www.nhs.uk/AlertsEmergencies/Pages/Pandemicflualert.aspx
A(H1N1) Swine Influenza: SocCon - end to national collection

This is a letter from Roy Taylor regarding the national collection of social care condition data.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_110394
HPV vaccination programme: update [Letter]

This letter gives a final update regarding the death of the young girl from Coventry who died after receiving an HPV vaccine.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_110399
The use of 084 Numbers: directions to NHS bodies [Letter]
This is a letter concerning directions to NHS bodies on the cost of telephone calls.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_110465
Directions to NHS bodies concerning the cost of telephone calls 2009

These Directions came into force on 21 December 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Legislation/Directionsfromthesecretaryofstate/DH_110480
Monitoring implementation of the NHS Health Check programme in 2009/10

This is a letter from NHS director of performance Alan Hall. He writes saying that in the absence of the vital signs data collection being in place until April 2010, strategic health authorities are asked to assist by returning the number of NHS health checks completed in the current year.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_110408
An overview of the new arrangements under Part IX of the Drug Tariff for the provision of stoma and urology appliances, and related services, in primary care

The new arrangements, as announced in April 2009 following the Part IX Review for the NHS supply of certain appliances in primary care require changes to the NHS Pharmaceutical Service Regulations, Directions and amendments to the Drug Tariff.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110492
Bloodborne viruses and prisons

This letter introduces a leaflet and other promotional materials for use in prisons.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_110339
PALS in prison: a toolkit and good practice guidance for implementing Patient Advice and Liaison Services in a secure setting
Toolkit and good practice guidance covering the implementation of the Patient Advice and Liaison Service in a secure setting. Designed to be read by commissioners and providers of healthcare in the criminal or youth justice sectors.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110509
Enhancing the Healing Environment Programme (EHE): extension of HM Prisons (HMP) and Young Offenders Institution (YOI) Programme in England and Wales

Offender Health, Department of Health, have commissioned the King’s Fund to extend their Enhancing the Healing Environment Programme to a further group of ten HMPs and YOIs in 2010 with the aim of improving the environment in which healthcare is delivered within the prison service.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/Offenderhealth/DH_093178
The second year of the Independent Mental Capacity Advocacy Service: 2008/2009
This is the annual report on the second year of operation of the Independent Mental Capacity Advocacy Service.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110523
Using the Commissioning for Quality and Innovation (CQUIN) payment framework (with addendum for 2010/11) - UPDATE
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091443
An overview of the new arrangements under Part IX of the Drug Tariff for the provision of stoma and urology appliances, and related services, in primary care

The new arrangements, as announced in April 2009 following the Part IX Review for the NHS supply of certain appliances in primary care require changes to the NHS Pharmaceutical Service Regulations, Directions and amendments to the Drug Tariff.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110492
News releases 19-24 December 2009
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Where to go for NHS services over the Festive Season
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=409933&SubjectId=2
Where to go for NHS services over the Festive Season 

A wide range of services are available over the Christmas and New Year holiday for people needing to access NHS care in England, Health Minister Gillian Merron said today. 
Support for Thalidomide Survivors 

Details of a £20m three-year pilot scheme to explore a more personalised way of meeting the health needs of Thalidomide survivors have been announced today by Health Minister Mike O’Brien.

Expert’s Top Tips for a New Year quit attempt
Stop smoking experts from the NHS in the West Midlands are giving their top tips to the thousands of people planning a New Year quit attempt.

South Birmingham stop smoking worker leads major national smoking campaign 

Carol Carter from Halesowen has been at the forefront of a major campaign - spreading the word in a series of radio and newspaper interviews across the UK promoting Smokefree United – part of the NHS Stop Smoking Service designed to give football fans everywhere help in giving up cigarettes.

New Quit Kit helps smokers give up for good in 2010 

An innovative free Quit Kit which gives smokers the right tools to successfully stop smoking is launched today as new research shows that almost half of smokers (44%) in England have resolved to quit this New Year.

Spread a little Christmas care 

– look in on your older neighbours, around half a million spend Christmas Day alone
WALK4CHRISTMAS 

Families Urged to Bring Back the Christmas Day Walk

New Education Bodies Created to Promote Innovation in the NHS 

New bodies that combine the expertise of industry, health and education have been formed to promote innovation in the NHS, Health Minister Ann Keen announced today.

Information Centre

Health survey for England – 2008: physical activity and fitness

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/prescriptions/primary-care-trust-prescribing-data-july--september-2009
Health survey for England -  2008 trend tables

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/health-and-lifestyles-related-surveys/health-survey-for-england/health-survey-for-england--2008-trend-tables
Personal Social Service: home care users aged  65 or over, England 2008-09 survey

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/social-care/adult-social-care-information/personal-social-services-care-users-aged-65-or-over-england-2008-09-survey
Hospital outpatient activity, 2008-09

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/hospital-care/outpatients/hospital-outpatient-activity-2008-09
NHS maternity statistics, 2008-09

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/hospital-care/maternity/nhs-maternity-statistics-2008-09
National Child Measurement Programme: England 2008/09 school year

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/health-and-lifestyles/obesity/national-child-measurement-programme-england-2008-09-school-year
Provisional monthly hospital episode statistics for admitted patient care and outpatient data, April-July 2009/2010

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/hospital-care/hospital-activity-hospital-episode-statistics--hes/provisional-monthly-hospital-episode-statistics-for-admitted-patient-care-and-outpatient-data-april--july-2009-2010
Sickness absence rates in the NHS, April-June 2009, experimental statistics

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/workforce/nhs-sickness-and-absence/sickness-absence-rates-in-the-nhs-april--june-2009-experimental-statistics
Primary Care Trust prescribing data: July-September 2009

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/prescriptions/primary-care-trust-prescribing-data-july--september-2009
Comparative dental information now live on NHS iView
http://www.knowledge.ic.nhs.uk/ebulletins/shared/article.asp?item_ID=1328
Food Standards Agency

Don’t get stuffed by your Christmas turkey
Check out the FSA's Christmas TV and radio ads, including the humorous ‘Turkey Tussle’, which is a seasonal reminder to cook your turkey thoroughly
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2009/dec/turkeytussle
Department for Children, Schools and Families

Responding to Lord Laming's recommendation for further guidance on effective practice for Local Safeguarding Children Boards - a summary outline for consultation and a call for evidence [Closing date: 29 January 2010]

This consultation and call for evidence seeks views on a proposed outline for guidance to local safeguarding children boards on how to operate as effectively as possible.
http://publications.everychildmatters.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-01184-2009&
Working Together to Safeguard Children e-consultation [Closing date: 11 February 2010]

This consultation seeks views on revised draft guidance on safeguarding children.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1667&external=no&menu=1
Updated guidance to support local authority Childcare Sufficiency Assessments and Action Planning [Closing date: 26 February]

This consultation seeks views on revised statutory guidance to inform the 2010-11 childcare sufficiency assessment and action planning process. The guidance builds on existing guidance and is intended to assist local authorities in their assessment of sufficiency and action planning.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1693&external=no&menu=1
Working Together to Safeguard Children, Chapter 8: Serious Case Reviews (2009)

Working Together to Safeguard Children sets out how individuals and organisations should work together to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. Chapter eight of the guidance has been updated to reflect Lord Laming’s recommendations on serious case reviews and the outcomes of a public consultation.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters/resources-and-practice/IG00634/
Serious Case Reviews: Revised chapter 8 of working together to safeguard children - Government response to consultation

This is the government's response to a consultation on revised guidance that aims to improve the quality, consistency and impact of serious case reviews and is directed in particular at local safeguarding children boards that by law undertake a serious case review whenever a child dies or is seriously injured and abuse or neglect is known or suspected to be a factor.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters/_download/?id=7214
National Safeguarding Delivery Unit - Interim Progress Report & Work Programme 2009-2010

The cross-government national safeguarding delivery unit was established in direct response to Lord Laming’s report, The Protection of Children in England: A progress report, and became operational on 1 July 2009. This document summarises the unit’s progress since its establishment, sets out its priorities over the next few months and gives some early indications for areas of work beyond that.
http://publications.everychildmatters.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-01181-2009&
Equality and Human Rights Commission

Equality impact assessment guidance

This document provides a step-by-step guide to integrating equality impact assessment into policymaking and review.
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/eiaguidance.pdf
Audit Commission

Audit Commission: Assure - Payment by results assurance framework update
This page links to a quarterly newsletter detailing updates and developments on the Audit Commission's work programme for the payment by results data assurance framework, including emerging issues and good practice.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/subwebs/mailouts/assure/issue9.htm
NHS Evidence

Annual Evidence Update on Familial Hypercholesterolaemia (NHS Evidence - genetic conditions)

www.library.nhs.uk/geneticconditions 

This Annual Evidence Update on Familial Hypercholesterolaemia contains the results of a search for new evidence published since NICE clinical guidance 71 Identification and management of familial hypercholesterolaemia was published in August 2008. The update includes a list of relevant guidelines, systematic reviews, meta-analyses and selected randomised controlled trials, along with a commentary written by an expert in the field.

Annual Evidence Update on Spinal Disease (NHS Evidence - trauma and orthopaedics / NHS Evidence - musculoskeletal)

www.library.nhs.uk/trauma_orthopaedics 

Included in this Evidence Update are guidelines and systematic reviews published within the last year covering low back pain, ankylosing spondylitis, disc herniation and spinal fractures. This topic should be of particular interest to all health professionals working in this field.

Home Office

Mainstreaming the commissioning of local services to address violence against women and girls
Following the publication of the cross-government strategy Together we can end violence against women and girls on 25 November 2009, we've produced draft commissioning guidance to support local commissioners and partnerships. It will help them develop the best approach to commissioning services to prevent violence against women and girls, protect victims and potential victims and provide services to victims and perpetrators in local areas.
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-mainstreaming/index.html
Control of 'legal highs' including GBL, BZP, synthetic cannabinoids and others
With Parliament’s approval, the government has brought a range of so-called 'legal highs' under control of the Misuse Drugs Act 1971, with effect from 23 December 2009. It aims to address the health risks associated with use of these substances, which are considered dangerous or otherwise harmful.
http://drugs.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-events/latest-news/control-of-legal-highs-dec09.html
King’s Fund

The King’s Fund have produced a range of resources on the Operating Framework 2010/11, which sets out the priorities for the NHS for the year ahead.
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/research/topics/operating_framewor_2.html
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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