
Key Points – 24th July 2009
Department of Health

the week: issue 105, 17-23 July 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_103129
GP and Practice Team bulletin, issue 86, July 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/GPbulletin/Browsable/DH_103209
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue  173, 20 July 2009
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin-20July2009.HTML
National Pandemic Flu Service

This self-care service will give people with pandemic swine flu symptoms fast access to antiviral medications and information.
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/groups/dg_digitalassets/@dg/@en/documents/digitalasset/dg_178842.htm
Swine flu

This section of the Department of Health's website brings together all the latest news and publications on the 2009 swine flu outbreak.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
NHS Alert: Important information about swine flu (NHS Choices)
http://www.nhs.uk/AlertsEmergencies/Pages/Pandemicflualert.aspx
A (H1N1) Swine Influenza: Standing up the National Pandemic Flu Service

This letter sets out the Government's plans to roll out a national pandemic flu service to ensure that GPs can focus their efforts on treating patients with more serious symptoms.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_102919
National Pandemic Flu Service [Letter]

This letter from NHS Chief Executive David Nicholson to all NHS staff in England announces the activation of the national pandemic flu service.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_103070
Psychosocial care for NHS staff during an influenza pandemic

This guidance sets out the psychosocial care strategy that NHS and social care organisations need to have in place for supporting staff resilience.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_103168
Planning for pandemic influenza in social care: induction presentation

This presentation is intended as a training tool for social care managers and trainers, and is aimed at anyone working in social care.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_093380
New Horizons: towards a shared vision for mental health – consultation [Closing date: 15 October 2009]

This consultation seeks views on the government's plans to target the root causes of mental illness and support the local development of higher quality, more personalised services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_103144
2008/2009 National Survey of Investment in Adult Mental Health Services

This report provides details of the level of investment in mental health services for working-age adults (aged 18?64) in England for 2008-09 and compares it with the reported results in previous years.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_088701
Prostate Cancer Screening: revised Prostate Cancer Risk Management Programme (PCRMP) [Letter]

This letter from Chief Medical Officer Sir Liam Donaldson announces that prostate cancer screening information materials are available.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_103141
Essence of care: a consultation on a new benchmark on pain [Closing date: 2 October 2009]

This consultation seeks views on a proposed new benchmark for pain management as part of essence of care, a versatile and structured system of benchmarks widely used in various health settings.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_103064
Essence of care: a consultation on the reviewed original benchmarks [Closing date: 2 October 2009]
This consultation seeks views on all of the material belonging to essence of care, a versatile and structured system of benchmarks widely used in various health settings. This will help ensure the system continues to reflect best practice.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_103063
Prevention package for older people

This document raises the focus on prevention as a means of ensuring good health, well-being and independence in later life by promoting and encouraging uptake of comprehensive health and social care services for older people.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/DH_103146
Living well with dementia: a National Dementia Strategy implementation plan

This plan describes the arrangements for national and regional support and programmes that have been put in place to support delivery of the national dementia strategy.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_103137
The national framework for NHS continuing healthcare and NHS-funded nursing care - July 2009 (revised)

This framework clarifies and supports consistency in the determination of eligibility for NHS continuing healthcare and NHS-funded nursing care. NHS bodies and local authorities are encouraged to work together to prepare for implementation in October 2009.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_103162
Improving eye health services

This document provides practical advice on how primary care trusts can assess their current eye health services performance, identify their vision for the future and commission services that meet the needs of their local communities.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_103083
Estimating future numbers of adults with profound multiple learning disabilities in England

The aim of this project was to estimate change in the future numbers of adults with profound multiple learning disabilities in England over the period 2009 to 2026.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_103201
Moving forward: progress and priorities - working together for high quality sexual health: Government response to the Independent Advisory Group's review of the Sexual Health and HIV Strategy

This response outlines the progress made in improving sexual health since 2001 and responds to each of the national-level recommendations put forward by an independent advisory group.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_103090
Guide to good practice in clinical perfusion

This guide was developed in order to assure safe and high-quality clinical perfusion services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_103182
Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust

Report of the independent review commissioned in response to the Healthcare Commission’s investigation into the failings at Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust. A new written ministerial statement and terms of reference have been added.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_098660
Third Sector Investment Programme: Innovation Excellence and Service Development Fund 2010-11 - information pack for third sector organisations
The document will provide third sector organisations with information to help them decide if this funding stream is applicable to both their organisation and the proposed activity they are seeking funding for.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_103016
News releases 18-24 July 2009

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Amended - SWIM4LIFE - SEARCH FOR NEW SWIMMING STROKE 

Are your kids bored of breaststroke? Fed-up of front crawl? Think they can do better than backstroke and butterfly?

National Pandemic Flu Service goes live 

Log on to www.direct.gov.uk/pandemicflu or call 0800 1 513 100 or 0800 1 513 200 (Textphone)

Have Pride in your smile - Views sought on new dental services in Nottingham 

Thousands of people expected to attend this Saturday’s (25 July) Nottingham Pride event will get the chance have their say on proposals for new dental services in the city.

Statistical Press notice: Access to GUM services 

The following statistics were released today by the Department of Health:

New Horizons - government consults on mental health and well-being 

New vision to make mental health everyone’s business

Statistical Press Notice - Direct Access Audiology - referral to treatment (RTT) times data - May 2009 

The “Improving Access to Audiology Services in England”, document in March 2007 stated that:

Keeping older people fit and healthy 

Simple measures such as good footcare, sight tests and light exercise can help older people live better, Care Service Minister Phil Hope said today as he launched the Older People’s Prevention Package.

Health Secretary announces new measures to tackle serious failures in NHS foundation trusts 

Learning from the failings identified at Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust, Health Secretary Andy Burnham today announced a package of measures to tackle exceptional failures in Foundation Trusts. 

Access to NHS services for foreign nationals 

- Department of Health and Home Office publish joint review findings-

Statistics
Sexual health: 48 Hour Genitourinary Medicine Access Monthly Monitoring (GUMAMM), May 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/SexualHealth/index.htm
Direct Access Audiology: 18 Weeks Referral to Treatment Collection, May 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/Directaccessaudiology/index.htm
Information Centre

Smoking, drinking and drug use among young people in England in 2008 full report

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/health-and-lifestyles-related-surveys/smoking-drinking-and-drug-use-among-young-people-in-england/smoking-drinking-and-drug-use-among-young-people-in-england-in-2008-full-report
Audit Commission
Health update, issue 28, July 2009

http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/subwebs/health/healthupdate/issue28/issue28.asp
International Financial Reporting Standards Subsidies for NHS Bodies
In February 2009, in recognition of the financial pressures that public bodies are facing in the current economic climate, the Audit Commission decided that it should subsidise the 'one-off' element of the cost of transition to international financial reporting standards for NHS bodies and probation boards and trusts from 2009-10. This gives more information about subsidies for NHS bodies.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/health/audit/methodology/Pages/ifrssubsidy.aspx
Cabinet Office

Understanding the risks of social exclusion across the life course

This document reports the results of four studies that map the risk of social exclusion among people and families at key life stages.
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/social_exclusion_task_force/life-course.aspx
Communities and Local Government
Tackling Race Inequalities Fund

This is a written ministerial statement to Parliament by Communities Secretary John Denham on 22 July 2009. He announces that 27 national and regional organisations will receive tackling race inequality fund grants totalling £8.8 million over two years.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/statements/corporate/trifstatement
Department for Children, Schools and Families

Young People and Alcohol Guidance: consultation response

This is the Government's response to a consultation on alcohol guidance, advice and information for parents, children and young people.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=conResults&consultationId=1579&external=no&menu=3
Children Accommodated in Secure Children's Homes at 31 March 2009: England and Wales

This document presents statistics on children accommodated in secure children's homes, including information on places approved and children accommodated by sex, age, length of stay and type of placement.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000858/index.shtml
Department for Work and Pensions
Living with poverty: A review of the literature on children's and families' experiences of poverty

This report presents the findings from an extensive review of recent research examining the views and experiences of low-income children and parents, covering topics such as housing, schools, neighbourhoods, public services and family life.
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_594.asp
Equality and Human Rights Commission

Annual Report and Accounts 18 April 2006 - 31 March 2008

This report covers both the transition period of the commission and its first six months of full operations.
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/our-job/what-we-do/annual-reports/
Equality Measurement Framework

This is a framework for monitoring progress on equality and human rights. It will provide information for government and public bodies to inform policy, public services and campaigning priorities.
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/fairer-britain/equality-measurement-framework/
Health and Safety Executive
Local Authority circular: Changes to the training regime for first aiders in the workplace

This circular aims to make inspectors aware of changes to the way first aiders in the workplace are trained. It explains the implications for employers in ensuring they comply with the Health and Safety (First-Aid) Regulations 1981.
http://www.hse.gov.uk/lau/lacs/28-1.htm
Home Office
Drug misuse declared: findings from the 2008-09 British Crime Survey - England and Wales

These statistics cover self-reported drug use for adults and young people in England and Wales from the 2008-09 British Crime Survey.
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/hosb1209.pdf
Joseph Rowntree Foundation
Basic income, social justice and freedom

On 11 March 2009, the Joseph Rowntree Foundation hosted a symposium on Basic income, social justice and freedom, jointly organised with the University of York's School of Politics, Economics and Philosophy. Based on themes from the work of eminent political philosopher Philippe Van Parijs, it discussed his argument for the introduction of a basic income paid unconditionally, without work requirements or means tests.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/basic-income-social-justice
Joseph Rowntree Foundation Lecture - Basic income and social justice: Why philosophers disagree

This lecture was presented by Philippe van Parijs from the Universite Catholique de Louvain, Belgium, with a response from Sir Tony Atkinson, Nuffield College, Oxford. In this lecture, he argues for the introduction of a basic income unconditionally paid to all.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/basic-income-foundation-lecture
King’s Fund

How cold will it be? Prospects for NHS funding: 2011-2017
Starting with a look at historical funding for the NHS, The King’s Fund and the Institute for Fiscal Studies set out three plausible future funding scenarios and their consequences. The paper concludes with an assessment of each scenario and the options for funding up to 2017.
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/research/publications/how_cold_will_it_be.html
Natural England

Our Natural Health Service

This page gives information on a campaign to ensure that everyone in the country has good access to green space and that health services make better use of it.
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/health/ournaturalhealthservice/default.aspx
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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