
Key Points – 28th August 2009
Evidence Update
Annual Evidence Update on Diabetic Retinopathy (NHS Evidence - diabetes)

www.library.nhs.uk/diabetes 

Diabetic Retinopathy (DR) is the most common cause of blindness in working age people in the UK. The annual evidence update on Diabetic Retinopathy provides an opportunity to present an up-to-date comprehensive collection of information that has been subject to rigorous selection criteria.

Annual Evidence Update on Headache (NHS Evidence – neurological conditions)

www.library.nhs.uk/neurological 

The Neurological Conditions Specialist Collection launching its second Annual Evidence Update on Headache on 24 August, in time for National Migraine Awareness Week (6-12 September 2009). The Neurological Conditions Specialist Collection Project Team has carried out a systematic literature search on headache to identify all high level evidence published since the date of the last headache Annual Evidence Update in 2008, including guidelines, systematic reviews, health technology assessments and economic evaluations. 

Department of Health

the week: issue 110, 21 - 27 August 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_104690
CSO Bulletin, Issue 4, August 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Chiefscientificofficerbulletin/Browsable/DH_104665
Social Care Bulletin, Issue 11 - August 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Socialcarebulletin/Browsable/DH_104578
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 178, 24 August
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin-24-August-2009.HTML
NHS Choices: Swine flu – latest news

http://www.nhs.uk/news/2009/04April/Pages/Swineflulatest.aspx
Swine flu

This section of the Department of Health's website brings together all the latest news and publications on the 2009 swine flu outbreak.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
Swine Flu: Authorisation of the supply of antivirals [Letter]
This is a letter from National Director for NHS Flu Resilience Ian Dalton to all GPs. It confirms the revised procedure for authorising the supply of antivirals from antiviral collection points.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/DH_104491
Pandemic flu: planning & responding to primary care capacity challenges

This is guidance for primary care trusts on how to deliver primary care services whilst potentially short-staffed and how to cope with increased patient demand during the pandemic and the anticipated seasonal flu.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_104487
Manual for cancer services draft radiotherapy measures [Closing date: 27 November 2009]

This consultation seeks views on a draft version of the radiotherapy measures for inclusion in the manual of cancer services.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_104651
The framework for responsible officers and their duties relating to the medical profession: a consultation on responsible officer regulations and guidance [Closing date: 25 October 2009]

This consultation seeks views on draft regulations and guidance relating to the roles and responsibilities of responsible officers.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_104587
European Workforce Directive (EWTD)

This letter gives notification that the European workforce directive is now fully implemented across the NHS with the inclusion of junior doctors in training in the 48-hour working week.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_104674
PCT Autumn Statements for services for disabled children [Letter]

This letter from Chief Nursing Officer Dame Christine Beasley includes a questionnaire template that primary care trusts may find useful when setting out their autumn statements on the development of services to disabled children.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_104641
Local self-assessment audit for assessing implementation of HTM 01-05: decontamination in primary care dental practices and related infection prevention and control issues

This audit tool has been produced jointly by the Department and the Infection Prevention: it will allow practices to identify areas where they need to improve the quality of the decontamination process to achieve essential quality requirements and best practice, as identified in the guidance document.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_104547
Summary of responses to consultation: Chemotherapy Services in England: ensuring quality and safety

This document presents a summary of responses to a consultation on a draft framework for planning and monitoring chemotherapy services for adult patients with either solid cancers or haematological malignancies.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_104508
Identifying unhealthy kidneys: what do l need to know about proteinuria?  information for patients

This leaflet aimed at patients explains the meaning of proteinuria and the cases, signs and tests to determine proteinuria. It also covers how to manage diabetes and high blood pressure with proteinuria.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_104643
News releases 22-28 August 2009

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Government launches study into Female Genital Mutilation 

GPs and health professionals working in maternity, obstetrics, gynaecology, and sexual health are being asked to take part in new study into Female Genital Mutilation in a bid to better ensure that services to protect women and girls are as effective as possible.

Statistical Press Notice: Direct Access Audiology referral to treatment (RTT) times data June 2009 

Direct Access Audiology referral to treatment times (RTT) data June 2009

West Midlands motorists encouraged to stop in-car smoking 

West Midlands’ smokers planning a bank holiday road trip are putting their children at risk if they decide to light up en route.

Awards celebrate 10th Anniversary of Stop Smoking Services in the East of England 

The East of England 10th Anniversary Stop Smoking Service Awards, celebrating the work being done by stop smoking service advisors across the region, have been launched today (Monday 24 August) by the Department of Health Regional Tobacco Policy Manager (RTPM), Beelin Baxter.

Fast tracked research to fight swine flu 

Fourteen projects costing £2.25 million have been fast tracked by the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) on behalf of the Department of Health for urgent national swine flu research. The priority studies will be launched this week and will provide vital clinical and scientific evidence that will inform the Government’s response to the virus in the coming months.

Statistics
NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times figures, 31 July 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_104507
NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting events, quarter ended 30 June 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_104509
NHS cancer waiting times figures, April to June 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_104579
Critical care beds, July 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/Beds/DH_077451
Direct Access Audiology: 18 Weeks Referral to Treatment Collection, June 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/Directaccessaudiology/index.htm
APHO

2008 Mid-Year Population Estimates: Frequently Asked Questions. August 2009

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/downloads/theme_population/FAQ_2008_Mid_Year_Population_Estimates.doc
Young people and smoking in England. PHRC executive summary 8, August 2009
http://www.erpho.org.uk/Download/Public/20002/1/PHRC%20Young%20People%20and%20Smoking%20in%20England%20A7-08%20Exec%20Summary%208_FV.pdf
Healthy Schools: Fit for the future leaflet

A new free leaflet called “Fit for the Future” has been produced by the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy (CSP) and the British Dietetic Association (BDA). It sets out simple advice and ideas to get children active and eating healthily. The leaflet is free and available for all Healthy Schools Co-ordinators.
http://www.csp.org.uk/director/members/libraryandpublications/csppublications.cfm?item_id=03CCF398BA1D65ED7E0CB37C04A5591D
Family-centred care in neonatal units: A Summary of research results and recommendations from the POPPY Project

This new research released by the POPPY Project (Parents of Premature babies Project) highlights the importance of family-centred care in UK neonatal units and calls for an updated approach to current practices. The research also identifies effective ways for health professionals to communicate and provide information and support to parents of a premature baby.

http://www.bliss.org.uk/core/core_picker/download.asp?id=1224
POPPY: Parents of Premature babies Project

POPPY is a three-year research project to identify effective interventions for communication, information and support for parents of a premature baby.

http://www.poppy-project.org.uk/
Audit Commission
PbR results 2008/09

This page links to results from the payment by results data assurance framework undertaken during 2008-09. The results are listed alphabetically by organisation.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/health/audit/paymentbyresults/pbrresults200809/pages/default.aspx
Payment by Results data assurance framework 2008/09. Key messages from Year 2 of the national clinical coding audit programme

This report by the Audit Commission presents the key findings and analysis of the 2008-09 national clinical coding audit programme managed by the Audit Commission under the payment by results data assurance framework.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/health/nationalstudies/pbr/pbrdataassuranceframework200809/Pages/default_copy.aspx
PbR data assurance framework good practice and case studies

This page provides good practice information and case studies relating to payment by results data assurance.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/health/goodpractice/pbrdataassuranceframework/pages/default.aspx
Cabinet Office
Logistic Operations for Emergency Supplies: Guidance for emergency planners
This document aims to provide a common understanding of options available to emergency planners for the coordination, prioritisation and acquisition of emergency supplies.
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/241907/logistic-operations.pdf
Commission for Rural Communities
Call for Evidence: The Big Care Debate, Shaping the future of care [Closing date: 25 September 2007]

This consultation seeks views from people living or operating in a rural area who may be affected by the government's proposed changes to the care and support system as outlined in the Department of Health green paper Shaping the Future of Care Together.
http://ruralcommunities.gov.uk/publications/callforevidencethebigcaredebateshapingthefutureofcare
Department for Children, Schools and Families

The Team Around the Child (TAC) and the lead professional: a guide for managers
This guidance has been updated in order to reflect policy developments and include revisions identified in consultation with practitioners and managers across the children and young people’s workforce.
http://publications.everychildmatters.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=IW92%2f0709&
Early identification, assessment of needs and intervention - The Common Assessment Framework (CAF) for children and young people: A guide for managers
This guidance for managers has been updated and re-titled in order to reflect policy developments and include revisions identified in consultation with practitioners and managers across the children and young people’s workforce.
http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=IW90%2f0907&
Early identification, assessment of needs and intervention - The Common Assessment Framework (CAF) for children and young people: A guide for practitioners

This guidance for practitioners has been updated and re-titled in order to reflect policy developments and include revisions identified in consultation with practitioners and managers across the children and young people’s workforce.
http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=IW91%2f0709&
Parental experience of services for disabled children - qualitative research

This research aims to explore the parents of disabled children’s experiences and views of the range of services used and received in relation to their child.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/programmeofresearch/projectinformation.cfm?projectId=15825&type=5&resultspage=1
Parental experience of services for disabled children - national survey

This document reports the data from a survey designed to generate an overall indicator and set of sub-indicators that measure parental views on the five elements of the core offer as set out in the government’s report Aiming High for Disabled Children.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/programmeofresearch/projectinformation.cfm?projectId=15826&type=5&resultspage=1
Customer Perception Tracking Research Public Survey: Final Report (Waves 1-3)

The research aims to monitor the public's perceptions of the overall quality of state education provision. It also aims to measure attitudes towards issues such as children’s safety and well-being in and out of school, children and young people’s role in the community and the overall perception of England as a place to grow up.

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/data/uploadfiles/DCSF-RR155.pdf
Customer Perception Tracking Research Parents Survey: Final Report (Waves 1-3)

The research aims to monitor parents' perceptions of the overall quality of state education provision. It also aims to measure attitudes towards issues such as children’s safety and well-being in and out of school, children and young people’s role in the community and the overall perception of England as a place to grow up.

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/data/uploadfiles/DCSF-RR156.pdf
Customer Perception Tracking Research Young People Survey: Final Report (Waves 1-3)

The research aims to monitor young people's perceptions of the overall quality of state education provision. It also aims to measure attitudes towards issues such as children’s safety and well-being in and out of school, children and young people’s role in the community and the overall perception of England as a place to grow up.

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/data/uploadfiles/DCSF-RR157.pdf
Working Together in Extended Schools and Children's Centres: a study of inter-professional activity in England and Sweden

The study aims to explore the facilitators and obstacles to working together in extended schools and children’s centres in England and Sweden. In particular, the study investigates inter-professional relationships and interactions in selected sites and considered how such working might be improved.

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/programmeofresearch/projectinformation.cfm?projectId=15832&type=5&resultspage=11
Equality and Human Rights Commission

Disability Equality Schemes: the three-yearly review

This guidance is designed to help public authorities revise their disability equality schemes.
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/PSD/des_general__guidance.doc
Health and Safety Executive
Single Equality Scheme for the Health and Safety Executive 2010-2013 [Closing date: 13 November 2009]

This consultation seeks views on the Health and Safety Executive's single equality scheme for 2010-13
http://www.hse.gov.uk/consult/condocs/cd223.htm 
Projection of mesothelioma mortality in Great Britain

This research makes projections on the number of deaths from mesothelioma, a cancer caused by exposure to asbestos. It uses and refines a statistical model based on a simple birth-cohort model, which assumes that the risk of mesothelioma depends on age and years of exposure and that an individual’s asbestos exposure depends on the year of exposure
http://news.hse.gov.uk/2009/08/24/projection-of-mesothelioma-mortality-in-great-britain/
Home Office
National domestic violence delivery plan: annual progress report 2008-09

This report covers progress on early identification of domestic violence, capacity building to improve support for victims and improvements to the way the criminal justice system deals with domestic violence.
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/dom-violence-delivery-plan-08-09
Kings’ Fund

Safer Births: Supporting maternity services to improve safety

Report of three regional events held in York, London and Wigan, 2009

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/research/projects/improving_safety_in_maternity_services/index.html
NHS Networks
Mental Health Network factsheet

The NHS Confederation Mental Health Network has produced this factsheet on key statistics and trends in mental health. It outlines relevant data available on: trends in morbidity and behaviour; wider societal changes and challenges; NHS budget and spending trends on mental health; service activity; quality, safety and user experience; staffing levels and staff satisfaction.
http://www.networks.nhs.uk/news.php?nid=3219
Payment by Results (PbR) update

This briefing details the latest PbR developments, and where the Foundation Trust Network is representing member views in response.
http://www.networks.nhs.uk/news.php?nid=3218
NICE

Guidance

TA176 Cetuximab for the first-line treatment of metastatic colorectal cancer

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/TA176
TA177 Alitretinoin for the treatment of severe chronic hand eczema

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/TA177
TA178 Renal cell carcinoma

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/TA178
IPG309 Percutaneous mitral valve leaflet repair for mitral regurgitation

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG309
IPG310 Placement of pectus bar for pectus excavatum (also known as MIRPE or the Nuss procedure)
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG310
IPG311 Extracorporeal shockwave therapy for refractory plantar fasciitis

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG311
IPG312 Extracorporeal shockwave therapy for refractory Achilles tendinopathy

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG312
IPG313 Extracorporeal shockwave therapy for refractory tennis elbow

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG313
IPG314 Ultrasound-guided foam sclerotherapy for varicose veins

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG314
Consultations
Neonatal jaundice: draft guideline consultation [Closing date: 22 October 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45285
Endopyelotomy for pelviureteric junction obstruction (interventional procedures consultation) [Closing date: 23 September 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=article&o=45276
Laparoscopic augmentation cystoplasty (including clam cystoplasty) (interventional procedures consultation) [Closing date: 23 September 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=article&o=45280
Electrocautery cutting balloon treatment for pelviureteric junction obstruction (interventional procedures consultation) [Closing date: 23 September 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=article&o=45282
Total prosthetic replacement of the temporomandibular joint (interventional procedures consultation) [Closing date: 23 September 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=article&o=45284
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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