
Key Points – 28th May 2010
Department of Health

the week: 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/documents/digitalasset/dh_116446.pdf
Very Senior Managers’ Pay [Letter]

This letter from NHS Chief Executive David Nicholson gives information on NHS managers' pay.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_116332
Healthcare travel costs scheme: instructions and guidance for the NHS

This is a guidance document on regulations governing the healthcare and travel costs scheme. It has been updated to include amendments made to the scheme on 7 April 2010. It also includes changes to the reimbursement of the London Congestion Charge.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_116383
Prescription charges review: implementing exemption from prescription charges for people with long term conditions

This is an independent review by Professor Ian Gilmore, President of the Royal College of Physicians, looking at how a prescription charge exemption for people with long-term conditions should be implemented, including how it would be phased in.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_116366
Prevention of venous thromboembolism in hospitalised patients

This letter provides further clarification on the national mandatory data collection on venous thromboembolism risk assessment, starting from 1 June 2010.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_116317
Mixing of medicines prior to administration in clinical practice: medical and non-medical prescribing
Following recommendations from the Commission on Human Medicines, medicines regulations were amended in December 2009 to enable doctors and other prescribers to mix medicines themselves and to direct others to mix medicines.

These changes apply not only to palliative care, but to all clinical areas where the mixing of medicines prior to administration is accepted practice and supported by the employer's policies for delivery of healthcare.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_116361
Publication of MCA DOLS quarterly activity data

On 24 March 2010 the Information Centre for Health and Social Care published quarterly activity data for MCA DOLS for the first time. The Department has provided a short briefing to accompany that publication, that draws together the headlines about the first nine months of MCA DOLS activity and reminds practitioners of the guidance in the Code of Practice in relation to five specific practice issues that have been raised regularly with the Department during the first year of the implementation of the Safeguards.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_116351
News releases 22-28 May 2010

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Statistics (DH)
48 Hour Genitourinary Medicine Access Monthly Monitoring (GUMAMM), March 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/SexualHealth/index.htm
Publication of MCA DOLS quarterly activity data
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_116351
Abortion statistics, England and Wales: 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_116039
Cancer waiting times, January to March 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_116327
NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting events, quarter ended 31 March 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_116411
Information Centre

Statistics on Alcohol , England 2010

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/health-and-lifestyles/alcohol/statistics-on-alcohol-england-2010
Prescribing by Dentists, England - 2009

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/prescriptions/prescribing-by-dentists-england--2009
NICE
Diagnosis and management of idiopathic childhood constipation in primary and secondary care
Constipation is common in childhood. It affects around 5-30% of the child population, depending on the criteria used for diagnosis. 

Symptoms become chronic in more than one third of patients, and constipation is a common reason for referral to secondary care. 

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG99
Endoscopic saphenous vein harvest for coronary artery bypass grafting

The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) has issued full guidance to the NHS in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland on Endoscopic saphenous vein harvest for coronary artery bypass grafting.

It replaces the previous guidance on Endoscopic saphenous vein harvest for coronary artery bypass grafting (Interventional Procedures Guidance no. 248 December 2007).

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG343
Epithelial radiofrequency ablation for Barrett's oesophagus

The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) has issued full guidance to the NHS in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland on Epithelial radiofrequency ablation for Barrett's oesophagus.

It replaces the previous guidance on Circumferential epithelial radiofrequency ablation for Barrett's oesophagus (Interventional Procedures Guidance no. 244 November 2008).

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG344
Hepatocellular carcinoma (advanced and metastatic) - sorafenib (first line)

NICE does not recommend sorafenib for people with advanced hepatocellular carcinoma.

NICE looks at how well treatments work, and also at how well they work in relation to how much they cost the NHS. NICE applies special considerations to treatments that can extend the lives of people who are nearing the end of their life. 

Sorafenib does not provide enough benefit to patients to justify its high cost, even when special considerations were applied, so NICE did not recommend it.

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/TA189
Human growth hormone (somatropin) for the treatment of growth failure in children (review)

NICE recommends human growth hormone (somatropin) as a possible treatment for some children with growth failure (see below).

Treatment should continue until the child stops growing unless growth is slow in the first year of treatment or the child doesn’t wish to carry on with the treatment. The specialist should carefully consider weight and height before stopping treatment in children with Prader–Willi syndrome.

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/TA188
Mini-incision surgery for total knee replacement
The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) has issued full guidance to the NHS in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland on Mini-incision surgery for total knee replacement.

It replaces the previous guidance on Mini-incision surgery for total knee replacement (Interventional Procedures Guidance no. 117, September 2004).

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG345
Neonatal jaundice
Jaundice is one of the most common conditions needing medical attention in newborn babies. Jaundice refers to yellow colouration of the skin and the sclerae and is caused by a raised level of bilirubin in the circulation, a condition known as hyperbilirubinaemia.

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG98
Single incision laparoscopic cholecystectomy

The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) has issued full guidance to the NHS in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland on Single incision laparoscopic cholecystectomy.

Gallstones can cause recurrent pain and other symptoms as well as cholecystitis in some patients.  An operation to remove the gallbladder may be indicated, and it is called cholecystectomy.  It is usually carried out through ‘keyhole surgery’ using several small incisions, but this procedure aims to carry out the operation through a single ‘keyhole’.

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG346
Improving Outcomes for People with Skin Tumours including Melanoma
In May 2010 NICE published a partial update of this guidance. Recommendations and text relating to the management of low risk basal cell carcinoma (BCCs) in the community have been removed from the 2006 guidance and replaced by 'Improving outcomes for people with skin tumours including melanoma (update): the management of low-risk basal cell carcinomas in the community'. All remaining recommendations in the 2006 guidance are still valid. The updated guidance contains details of the methods and evidence used to develop the updated recommendations and text.

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CSGSTIM
Therapeutic hypothermia with intracorporeal temperature monitoring for hypoxic perinatal brain injury

The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) has issued full guidance to the NHS in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland on Therapeutic hypothermia with intracorporeal temperature monitoring for hypoxic perinatal brain injury.

Hypoxic perinatal brain injury is caused by lack of oxygen in a baby's brain during labour and/or delivery. It can lead to death or permanent brain damage. Therapeutic hypothermia (deliberate lowering of the body temperature) aims to cool the brain soon after birth and for several days afterwards to prevent brain damage. It is done by cooling either the baby's head with a purpose-made cap, or the whole body with a purpose-made blanket or mattress. 

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG347
Yorkshire and Humber Public Health Observatory

The Yorkshire & Humber May 2010 QIPP resource pack includes:

- QIPP metrics

- Better for Less briefings on making every contact count; integrated substance misuse services; and frequent callers to ambulance services

- Hot topic this month is Staying Healthy covering tobacco, alcohol and obesity. 

http://www.yhpho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=79123
General Medical Council

New guidance for doctors, Treatment and care towards the end of life: good practice in decision making, published 20 May 2010, comes into effect on 1 July 2010.

This guidance replaces the booklet Withholding and withdrawing life-prolonging treatments (2002). It expands on the guidance in Consent, patients and doctors making decisions together, which sets out the principles on which good clinical decisions should be based, and provides a framework for good practice when providing treatment and care for patients who are reaching the end of their lives.

http://www.gmc-uk.org/guidance/news_consultation/7046.asp
NHS Employers
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 216, 24th May 2010
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHS-Workforce-Bulletin_216_240510.HTML
10 Downing Street

Queen’s Speech 2010

This page gives information on the Queen's Speech 2010. It includes a link to the transcript of the speech and information on each of the proposed Bills. http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/topstorynews/2010/05/queens-speech-2010-3-50297
Cabinet Office

State of the nation report: poverty, worklessness and welfare dependency in the UK

This report sets out a comprehensive assessment of poverty in the UK in 2010. The Government will use it to inform policy decisions as it advances its aims of tackling poverty and improving life chances, to ensure that everyone has the best possible chance to fulfil their potential. 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/publications/state-of-nation-report.aspx
Department for Works and Pensions

Welfare for the 21st Century

This is a transcript of a speech by Secretary of State for Work and Pensions Iain Duncan Smith on 27 May 2010.
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/newsroom/ministers-speeches/2010/27-05-10.shtml
Care Quality Commission

Inpatient survey results published

http://www.cqc.org.uk/newsandevents/newsstories.cfm?cit_id=36255&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
What to expect if your rights are restricted under the Mental Health Act
Most people receiving mental health care do not have their rights restricted. However, in some instances this happens to protect the person receiving treatment and others. The CQC has published the leaflets: 'How we protect the rights and interests of people who are detained in hospital'; 'ECT: your rights about consent to treatment'; and 'How we protect the rights and interests of people on community treatment orders'. Other information covers medication and how to complain.

http://www.cqc.org.uk/newsandevents/newsstories.cfm?cit_id=36282&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
NHS Sustainable Boards Leadership Programme

The NHS Sustainable Development Unit has launched a Board Leadership Programme Resource pack which is designed to help leaders and those responsible for developing Board leadership programmes integrate sustainability into their leadership programmes. This programme will help Boards understand that making decisions with sustainability in mind will reduce costs, while improving patient healthcare and system efficiency. It also promotes a better use of natural resources. The pack contains four downloadable resources.

http://www.sdu.nhs.uk/page.php?page_id=168
The NHS Sustainable Development Unit has also published two guides that are intended to help NHS commissioners understand how and why they should integrate sustainable development into the commissioning process:

-  Commissioning for sustainable development - how to guide  gives guidance on how to commission sustainably

-  Healthy Futures 9, Commissioning for Sustainable Development  considers what sustainable commissioning is and its role as an integral part of NHS core business.

http://www.sdu.nhs.uk/page.php?page_id=167
Public Health Commissioning Network

The Casebook

The first issue of the Public Health Commissioning Network Casebook has been produced. This issue covers:

- Using joint clinical review with obstetricians to reduce Caesarean section rates

- Negotiating with practice based commissioners regarding restructuring health visiting from GP attachment to geographical working

http://www.phcn.nhs.uk/casebook/1/
Health Protection Agency
Health Protection Agency Strategic Overview 2010-2015
This document sets out the HPA's role and the public health context of its work and outlines a high-level overview of its strategy for action over the next five years.

http://www.hpa.org.uk/Publications/CorporateReports/CorporateAndStrategicPlans/1005HealthProtectionAgencyStrategicOverview20102015/
Reducing the risk of retained swabs after vaginal birth and perineal suturing

The Health Protection Agency has issued a Rapid Response Report (RRR) aimed at reducing the risk of retained swabs after a vaginal birth. This guidance requires NHS organisations to have written procedures for swab counts at all births and to audit swab count practices in their maternity services. The RRR also calls on NHS organisations to ensure that: lead professionals are aware of their responsibility in documenting the completed swab count in the woman’s health records; education and training on the importance of counting swabs is provided for all midwifery, obstetric and support staff; and that risk assessment of delivery and perineal suture packs used by midwives and obstetricians takes place.

http://www.nrls.npsa.nhs.uk/resources/type/alerts/?entryid45=74113
The Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health
Not Just a Phase: A Guide to the Participation of Children and Young People in Health Services

This report provides information to ensure the safe, meaningful and ethical participation of children and young people within the delivery of quality child health services and practically demonstrates how to contribute towards creating a culture of participation.

http://www.rcpch.ac.uk/Policy/Advocacy/Not-Just-a-Phase-Guide
British Association for Parenteral and Enteral Nutrition

Malnutrition matters: meeting quality standards in nutritional care

This toolkit for commissioners contains guidance on defining outcomes to achieve value for money, a summary of national standards and recommendations, and seven tools to help assess local need, current provision, define pathways, education and training provision and develop service specifications, operational frameworks, quality indicators, monitoring and review processes.

http://www.bapen.org.uk/pdfs/toolkit-for-commissioners.pdf
Joseph Rowntree Foundation
Meeting the future needs of older care home residents 

The Joseph Rowntree Foundation has published 'Residential care home workforce development: The rhetoric and reality of meeting older residents’ future care needs'. This study examines the best way of meeting the future needs of older care home residents. Exploring evidence from an in-depth study of three residential homes, it confirms that training care staff in basic clinical skills can enhance health and social care provision for older people in residential homes.

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/care-workforce-development
NHS Evidence

2010 Annual Evidence Update on Proteinuria and eGFR
http://www.library.nhs.uk/kidney/ViewResource.aspx?resID=372689
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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