
Key Points – 28th November 2008
Department of Health
 
the week: issue 73, 21-27 November 2008

Provides need-to-know news, consultations and events for chief executives and their teams. It provides links to more information and resources, highlighting areas for action
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_091121
Chief Scientific Officer - new bulletin launched November 2008

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Chiefscientificofficerbulletin/index.htm
AHP bulletin, issue 68, December 2008
The bulletin's aim is to address matters related to the organisation and delivery of allied health professional services and includes items of direct interest to AHP staff.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Alliedhealthprofessionalsbulletin/Browsable/DH_091199
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 140, 24 November 2008
NHS Workforce bulletin is your weekly update on HR and workforce issues in the NHS.
http://www.nhsemployers.org/files/workforce_bulletin.html
The future of the healthcare science workforce. Modernising scientific careers, the next steps: a consultation [Closing date: 27 February 2009]

This consultation seeks views on proposals to transform the future training and career pathways of the healthcare science workforce.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_091137
Ensuring appropriate local trajectories for Clostridium difficile infection [Letter]

This letter asks chief executives of strategic health authorities, primary care trusts and acute hospital trusts to take a number of actions to ensure that the numbers of C. difficile cases are accurately split between acute providers and primary care trusts.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_091176
New provider profiles on NHS Choices [Letter]

This letter confirms that the new provider profile pages for hospital trusts are now live on NHS Choices.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_089131
Proposed publication of patient safety incident reports on an organisational basis [Letter]
This document links to the National Patient Safety Agency's website with details on the proposed publication of patient safety incident reports on an organisational basis.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_090721
Update on the reform of the NHS and social care complaints systems [Letter]
This letter explains that from 1 April 2009, a single complaints system will cover all health and adult social care services in England.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_091125
Bidding for capital funding for the campus reprovision programme 2009/10 – stage 3 [Letter]
This letter introduces a bidding pack for the third stage of the Department of Health's campus reprovision programme.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_091093
LASSL(DH)(2008)4: Adults' personal social services: specific revenue and capital grant allocations and contributions to Area Based Grant for 2009-10 and 2010-11; Children's services: Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services contribution to Area Based Grant for 2009-10 and 2010-11 [Letter]
This letter to local authorities confirms adults’ personal social services-specific revenue and capital grant funding and the department's contributions to the area-based grant in support of social care policies. This includes children’s personal social services funding insofar as this is provided by the child and adolescent mental health services contribution. Annexes cover details of individual funding stream allocations and a brief description of each area.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Localauthoritysocialservicesletters/DH_091106
LASSL(DH)(2008)3: Adults' personal social services: distribution of single capital pot and specific capital allocations in 2009-10 and 2010-11 [Letter]
This letter informs local authorities of the confirmed distribution for 2009-10 and provisional distribution for 2010-11 of the social care and the mental health elements of the single capital pot. Annexes contain details of the allocations, by local authority, and confirmed 2009-10 and provisional 2010-11 allocations to local authorities of specific capital grants.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Localauthoritysocialservicesletters/AllLASSLs/DH_091105
Annual statement of fire safety management – 2008 [Letter]

This letter notifies NHS directors of estates and facilities that their annual fire safety statements are due.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_091056
Principles for revalidation: report of the Working Group for Non-medical Revalidation; Professional Regulation and Patient Safety Programme

This paper sets out the key principles that non-medical health professions regulators will use to develop proposals on the systems and processes for revalidation for their professional groups.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091111
Patient experience Public Service Agreement (PSA) scores update to include results from the 2007 and early 2008 patient surveys, and revisions to previous PSA scores

This publication presents statistics from the patient experience survey results. Results have been updated to include scores derived from survey results published by the Healthcare Commission in 2007 and early 2008. There are new data points for ‘adult inpatients’, ‘primary care’ and ‘community mental health’.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_090463
Improving health and work: Changing lives - the government's response to Dame Carol Black's review [DH/DWP]

This publication presents the Government's response to Dame Carol Black’s review of the health of Britain’s working age population.
http://www.workingforhealth.gov.uk/Government-Response/
Making experiences count - reform of the Health and Social Care complaints arrangements: update

This page gives information on the Department of Health’s reforms to NHS health and social care complaints arrangements.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Managingyourorganisation/Legalandcontractual/Complaintspolicy/MakingExperiencesCount/index.htm
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008

This page gives information on the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008, which gained Royal Assent on 13 November 2008. It includes information on the Act's development and implementation.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Legislation/Actsandbills/DH_080211
IDeA Conference - Health Communities programme: speech by Dawn Primarolo
This is a transcript of the speech by Public Health Minister Dawn Primarolo at the IDeA Conference on 26 November 2008. She talks about health inequalities, poverty and social exclusion.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_091114
Catch it, Bin it, Kill it - Respiratory and hand hygiene campaign

The second phase of this communications campaign began on 24 November 2008 and runs until early 2009.

It aims to encourage the public to practise correct respiratory and hand hygiene when coughing and sneezing, to prevent the spread of germs particularly during the cold and flu season. The 2008/2009 campaign particularly targets mothers with children under 11 years of age, as influencers within the family.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_080839
DH news releases 17-21 November 2008
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
 
NHS makes good progress against key priorities 
The NHS is making good progress against key priorities and continues to show strong financial management, the Department of Health announced. 

  

Alan Johnson opens first GP health centre 
New centre in Bradford will see patients 8am-8pm, seven days a week 

  

NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times figures, 31 October 2008 
The following statistics have been released by the Department of Health: 

  

Scientists ensuring high quality care for all 
Launch of consultation to modernise healthcare science careers in the NHS 

  

Keep Britain working - Johnson and Purnell respond to Dame Carol Black report 
More people being helped to stay in work rather than drifting into extended sick leave is the focal point of a package of initiatives announced by Work and Pensions Secretary James Purnell and Health Secretary Alan Johnson. 

  

Sir Michael Parkinson returns to the day job to promote Dignity in Care 
Sir Michael Parkinson returns to his famous chair to interview three people about dignity and respect for those in care and discuss how ordinary people can inspire others to treat people in care with the dignity they deserve. 

  

Patient experience PSA scores - annual update 
The following statistics have been released by the Department of Health: 

Statistics
NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times, 31 October 2008
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_091059
NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting events, quarter ended 30 September 2008
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_091063
NHS cancer waiting times figures, July to September 2008
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_091122
NHS cancelled operations, quarter ending 30 September 2008
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_091060
Patient Experience PSA scores update to include results from the 2007 and early 2008 patient surveys, and revisions to previous PSA scores
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_090463
The Information Centre
NHS Dental Statistics, Q1 2008-09
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/dentistry/nhs-dental-statistics-q1-2008-09
General Pharmaceutical Services in England and Wales 1998-99 to 2007-08
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/pharmacies/general-pharmaceutical-services-in-england-and-wales-1998-99-to-2007-08
Office for National Statistics

Health Statistics Quarterly 40, Winter 2008, has been published by the Office for National Statistics. It contains reports on the following:

- Regional differences in male mortality inequalities using the National Statistics Socio-economic Classification

- Geographical trends in infant mortality: England and Wales, 1970–2006

- Standardised Mortality Ratios – the effect of smoothing ward-level results

- Infant and perinatal mortality in England and Wales by social and biological factors, 2007

- Excess winter mortality in England and Wales, 2007/08 (provisional) and 2006/07

- Health expectancies in the United Kingdom, 2004–06

- Life expectancy at birth and at age 65 by local areas in the United Kingdom, 2005–07

- Cancer incidence and mortality in the United Kingdom and constituent countries, 2003–05
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/downloads/theme_health/HSQ40-winter-2008.pdf
 
Commissioning

Commissioning Specialist Library Launched

http://www.library.nhs.uk/commissioning/
Achieve world-class commissioning with a new information source.

A new online information service designed to support the ongoing development of world class commissioning in the NHS has been launched by The King’s Fund.

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/media/achieve_worldclass.html
NHS PCC has published eight Primary Care Service Frameworks
Each Primary Care Service Framework is a generic, comprehensive and enhanced service specification for PCT commissioners and Practice Based Commissioners for 2007/08
http://www.pcc.nhs.uk/204
 
NICE
IPG277 Electrically-stimulated intravesical chemotherapy for superficial bladder cancer
This procedure, also known as electromotive drug administration (EMDA) of intravesical chemotherapy, can be used for patients with bladder cancer, either before or after surgery. A solution including a chemotherapy drug is injected into the bladder using a thin tube inserted through the urethra. At the same time, an electrode is inserted in the bladder and other electrodes are placed on the skin of the lower abdomen. An electric current is then created with the aim of improving absorption of the chemotherapeutic drugs.

http://www.nice.org.uk/Guidance/IPG277
IPG276 Transabdominal artificial bowel sphincter implantation for faecal incontinence

Faecal incontinence occurs when a person loses the ability to control their bowel movements, resulting in leakage of faeces. It can happen as a result of congenital abnormalities of the anal sphincter (the ring of muscle that keeps the anus closed), injury to the sphincter during childbirth or surgery, disease of the nervous system, prolapse of the pelvic organs or pelvic radiotherapy. In this procedure, an inflatable circular cuff is placed in the anorectal area. The cuff is controlled using a pump that is implanted under the skin in the lower half of the abdomen and connected to a reservoir of fluid. Pressure on the pump allows fluid to move to and from the cuff, to open or close the anus and allow bowel movements to be controlled.

http://www.nice.org.uk/Guidance/IPG276
IPG275 Laparoscopic prostatectomy for benign prostatic obstruction

The prostate gland lies just under a man's bladder. Benign prostatic obstruction (BPO) happens when the prostate gland gets bigger, squeezing the tube that carries urine from the bladder to the tip of the penis (the urethra) and causing problems with passing of urine. Laparoscopic prostatectomy involves removing the prostate through small cuts in the abdomen, using a fine telescope to see inside the body (also known as 'keyhole surgery').

http://www.nice.org.uk/Guidance/IPG275
TA162 Lung cancer (non-small-cell) – erlotinib

Erlotinib is recommended as an alternative to docetaxel for patients with non-small-cell lung cancer (NSCLC) who have already tried one chemotherapy regimen but it has not worked. Erlotinib should be used only when the manufacturer provides the drug at the same overall treatment cost as docetaxel. This cost includes the cost of giving the drug, treatments for any side effects and the cost of monitoring patients to check that treatment is working.
http://www.nice.org.uk/Guidance/TA162
CG75 Metastatic spinal cord compression

The advice in the NICE guideline covers:

adults who have, or are at risk of developing, metastatic spinal cord compression because they have cancer elsewhere in their body that has spread to their spine 

It does not specifically look at:

children, or adults whose cancer started in the spine or who have compression of the spinal cord that is not caused by cancer 

http://www.nice.org.uk/Guidance/CG75
Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN)

Diagnosis and management of headache in adults guidance
This guideline focuses on the more common primary headaches such as migraine and tension-type headache, and addresses some of the rarer primary headaches which have recognisable features with specific treatments. Secondary headache due to medication overuse is addressed, as the overuse of headache medication can comprise the management of primary headache. A guide to the main investigations used in headache is provided.

http://www.sign.ac.uk/guidelines/fulltext/107/index.html
Case studies on the management of Asthma

The case studies provide scenarios to prompt discussion on the management of asthma, based on the British guideline on the management of asthma. The studies are designed for small group work with healthcare professionals and include participant notes, facilitator's notes and Powerpoint slides.

http://www.sign.ac.uk/guidelines/fulltext/101/index.html
 
Health Protection Agency
Measles figures soar
There have been 1,049 cases of confirmed measles in England and Wales up to the end of October 2008 surpassing last year's total of 990 cases.
http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1227774034336?p=1204186170287
Health professionals still at risk of bloodborne viruses through work

Healthcare workers are still being put at risk of bloodborne viruses through occupational exposure and a significant number of these incidents are preventable, according to a report released today by the Health Protection Agency.
http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1227688128258?p=1204186170287
Record numbers living with HIV in the UK
An estimated 77,400 people were living with HIV in the UK in 2007 with more than a quarter (28 per cent) unaware of their infection, according to figures released today by the Health Protection Agency.
http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1227515310331?p=1204186170287
 
Healthcare Commission
Watchdog praises NHS progress on infection control and urges trusts to maintain pressure

The Healthcare Commission today (Monday) praised NHS trusts for showing increasing commitment to reducing healthcare-associated infections (HCAIs).

But it added that the NHS must maintain the pressure because spot checks have revealed gaps in many trusts' systems. It said that comprehensive and consistent systems are needed to ensure infection rates continue to drop.

http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/newsandevents/mediacentre/pressreleases.cfm?cit_id=1513&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
How well are acute health trusts following the hygiene code?

This publication describes our findings from 51 inspections of acute NHS trusts (about 30% of the acute sector) to assess their performance regarding cleanliness and infection control. The Healthcare Commission praised NHS trusts for showing increasing commitment to reducing healthcare-associated infections. However, the NHS must maintain the pressure, because the spotchecks revealed gaps in many trusts’ systems.
http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/_db/_documents/Inspections_of_cleanliness_and_infection_control.pdf
Patients from BME groups still more likely to be admitted to a mental health hospital.

The findings from the fourth annual census of the ethnicity of inpatients in mental health and learning disability services have been published showing that some black and minority ethnic groups are three or more times more likely than average to be admitted as inpatients in mental health services. 

http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/newsandevents/mediacentre/pressreleases.cfm?cit_id=1516&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
Count Me In

Count me in census 2008: Results of the national census of inpatients in mental health and learning disability services
http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/publicationslibrary.cfm?fde_id=9708
Watchdog responds to independent review of heart transplant deaths at Harefield Hospital
The Healthcare Commission today (Wednesday) welcomed the findings of the independent review of heart transplant services at Harefield hospital.

The review identified no common factors that caused the recent rise in the number of deaths.  The review was triggered in October when the Royal Brompton and Harefield NHS Trust notified authorities that four consecutive patients had died within 30 days of undergoing heart transplants at the hospital.

http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/newsandevents/mediacentre/pressreleases.cfm?cit_id=1515&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
National Audit Office

End of Life Care

The National Audit Office has published several reports on the subject of end of life care. The main report examines the current provision of end of life care services and identifies the potential for improving their quality. It also highlights the issues that will need to be addressed in the implementation of the Department of Health's End of Life Care Strategy.
http://www.nao.org.uk/pn/07-08/07081043.htm
National Patient Safety Agency

Guidance issued on improving patient safety in mental health and learning disability services.

The National Patient Safety Agency has issued two new guidelines for mental health staff in the NHS and independent sector to improve patient safety. The first is an alert on the resuscitation of patients in mental health and learning disability settings. It applies to all NHS organisations in England and Wales where mental health and learning disability patients are treated and has been developed in partnership with the Resuscitation Council (UK) and NHS mental health services. The second is a best practice guide outlining seven key areas that mental health organisations and teams can work on to protect the safety of their patients.

http://www.npsa.nhs.uk/corporate/news/guidance-issued-on-improving-patient-safety-in-mental-health-and-learning-disability-services/
Audit Commission

Supporting People evaluation

The Audit Commission is inviting service users, carers, providers, commissioners and local authority staff who have been involved in or administered the Supporting People programme of work to contribute to an evaluation of the programme. To get involved we are requesting interested parties to complete a questionnaire by 15 December on what has worked well, what are the future challenges and how they might be resolved for Supporting People.

http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/housing/supevaluation.asp?CategoryID=english^1628
Commission for Social Care Inspection

Social services performance assessment framework indicators: adults 2007-08

This document provides an annual update on performance indicators for adult social care.
http://www.csci.org.uk/professional/councils/performance_assessment/paf_reports_and_data.aspx
Department for Children, Schools and Families

Targeted Mental Health in Schools Project

This guide supports the strategic integration of all agencies involved in the delivery of child and adolescent mental health services (including schools) so that they can work together to deliver flexible, responsive and effective early-intervention mental health services.
http://publications.everychildmatters.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00784-2008&
Department for Works and Pensions
Improving health and work: changing lives

The Government’s response to the Dame Carol Black report - Review of the health of Britain’s working age population
This reponse marks another milestone in the journey towards the Government’s vision of creating a society where the positive links between work and health are recognised by all, where everyone can aspire to a healthy and fulfilling working life, and where health conditions and disabilities are not a bar to enjoying the benefits of work.

http://www.workingforhealth.gov.uk/Government-Response/
Preparing for our ageing society – a discussion paper.

Within 20 years half of the adult UK population will be over 50. One in four children born today will live beyond 100. These are dramatic shifts that have far-reaching consequences for us all, and our ageing population will change our society in many ways.
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/opportunity_age/preparing/
Equality and Human Rights Commission
Insight: Work fit for all - disability, health and the experience of negative treatment in the British workplace.

This research shows that disabled people and people with long-term illnesses are more likely to perceive themselves as subject to negative treatment at work. 

http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/publicationsandresources/Pages/InsightWorkfitforall-disability,healthandtheexperienceofnegativetreatmentintheBritishworkplace.aspx
Communities and Local Government
Tackling Worklessness: A Review of the contribution and role of local authorities and partnerships - Interim Report

The Interim Report of Stephen Houghton's Tackling Worklessness Review contains the Review team's current thinking on how successful multi-agency and cross-sector local partnerships can best tackle worklessness in their communities.

http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/tacklingworklessnessinterim
Practical use of the well-being power
This report gives practical examples of how the well-being power has been used by local authorities. The well-being power is a general power of competence permitting councils to do anything except raise tax to promote the economic, social and environmental well-being of their areas.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/practicalwellbeingpower
Department for Culture, Media and Sport

Creating a nation of active women: speech by Tessa Jowell

This is a transcript of the speech by Olympics Minister Tessa Jowell to the Women's Sport and Fitness Foundation's conference on 24 November 2008. She talks about how to encourage women to take part in sport.
http://www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/media_releases/5622.aspx
Joseph Rowntree Foundation

Care and support - a community responsibility?
The Joseph Rowntree Foundation has published a paper 'Care and support - a community responsibility?'. The paper provides a discussion of challenging issues for the future of care and asks whether the community should play a bigger role.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/socialcare/2334.asp
Developing the use of 'MDS-RAI' reports for UK care homes
The MDS-RAI (Minimum Data Set Resident Assessment Instrument for Long Term Care Facilities) is designed to provide a comprehensive standard assessment of residents' needs for use in nursing and residential homes. This action research project explored how care home staff and management could raise care provision standards through embedding its use in daily practice.

http://www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/socialcare/2309.asp
Food Standards Agency
Bottled water hygiene guide published
A new guide to good hygiene practice has been published for bottled water companies. It is the fifth of a series of guides to be published for the food industry.
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2008/nov/water
 
BBC Health
http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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