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Department of Health
the week: issue 65, 26 September - 2 October 2008

Provides need-to-know news, consultations and events for chief executives and their teams. It provides links to more information and resources, highlighting areas for action
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_088831
the month: issue 13, September 2008
This is an agenda-setting monthly update of key messages from NHS Chief Executive David Nicholson and the NHS leadership team to share with staff, teams and organisations.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/themonth/browsable/DH_088704
GP and Practice Team bulletin, October 2008, issue 78
This bulletin gives monthly updates on health policy and practice for GPs and the primary care audience, including practice managers and nurses.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/GPbulletin/Browsable/DH_088876
Emergency Care bulletin, Issue 59, September 2008
This page links to a monthly bulletin for those working in emergency care.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Emergencycareleadsbulletin/Browsable/DH_088779
Consultation on a National Framework For Assessing Children and Young People’s Continuing care [Closing date: 31 December 2008]

This consultation seeks views on proposals for a national framework for assessing children and young people’s continuing care. The framework is intended to assist primary care trusts to apply a consistent and transparent approach to assessing the healthcare needs of children and young people and to work jointly with local authorities to provide services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_088829
Government response to the Lifting the Burdens Task force review of health and social care burdens
The review considered the burdens placed on local government as a result of its relationship with the Department of Health, and made a number of recommendations to address issues raised. The Department's formal response to that review has now been published.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_088934
Health and care services for older people: overview report on research to support the National Service Framework for Older People
This report summarises the key findings from a group of 16 studies on older people’s use of services. The aim of the initiative was to inform and assess the implementation of the national service framework for older people.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/DH_088848
Health is global: a UK Government strategy 2008-13
This strategy document outlines a set of principles and actions that the UK Government will focus on over the next five years to improve the health of people across the world, including in the UK. It highlights the importance of coherence and consistency in government policy.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_088702
The 2007/08 national survey of investment in mental health services
This is the sixth annual report presenting the results of the finance mapping exercise carried out as part of the autumn review process. It provides details of the level of investment in adult mental health services in England for 2007-08 and compares it with the reported results in the five previous years.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_088701
CLIC Sargent's Fit To Eat guidance for children and young people undergoing treatment for cancer
This letter from Secretary of State for Health Alan Johnson draws attention to the charity CLIC Sargent's 'Fit to Eat' guidelines and related NHS guidance and initiatives.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_088802
Human rights in healthcare: reports from learning events
These are three reports from national human rights in healthcare learning events. They provide an overview of the events and highlight key learning and discussions.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_088775
Innovation and patient pathways: speech by Ben Bradshaw
This is a transcript of the speech by Health Minister Ben Bradshaw on 26 September 2008. He talks about improvements to the NHS and what remains to be done.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_088673
Directions to the Appointments Commission in relation to the Care Quality Commission 2008
This documents details directions that came into force on 30 September 2008. They give the appointments commission responsibility to carry out the Secretary of State's functions in relation to the appointment of non-executive members of the Care Quality Commission.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsLegislation/DH_088755
Overview of the Department’s Boards and Committees
The Department of Health is managed by the Departmental Board within the strategic framework set by Ministers. The Board focuses on the biggest strategic cross-cutting issues and risks for the Department and its work programmes. It is supported by other Boards and Committees with defined responsibilities for areas of the Department’s business.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Aboutus/HowDHworks/BoardsandCommittees/index.htm
DH news releases 29 September – 3 October 2008

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Top researchers appointed to lead the way in health and social care research 
A directory listing 100 of the most prestigious health and social care researchers has been published by the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR). 

  

Secretary of State agrees new posts at Appointments Commission 
Appointment of Two Non-Executive Directors and One 'Commissioner and Non-Executive Director' to the Appointments Commission 

  

Improving care for children with long term health needs 
Consultation on a National Framework for Assessing Children and Young People's Continuing Care Needs 
  

Launch of 'Health is Global: a UK Government strategy' 
A new strategy which sets out the way that the UK Government will work with the World Health Organisation, the EU and a number of other partners to improve the health of the world's population has been launched by the Health Secretary Alan Johnson. 

  

Smokers forced to face their demons - stark picture warnings on tobacco packets from 1st Oct 
The UK's 10 million smokers should brace themselves from 1st October, when the UK will be the first country in the EU to introduce graphic picture warnings on all tobacco products. The warnings illustrate the devastating effects that tobacco can have on health. 

Statistics

NHS imaging and radiodiagnostic activity
Data for the period running up to 31 March 2008 has been added.
http://www.performance.doh.gov.uk/hospitalactivity/data_requests/imaging_and_radiodiagnostics.htm
Information Centre

The Quality and Outcomes Framework 2007/08 

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/audits-and-performance/the-quality-and-outcomes-framework/the-quality-and-outcomes-framework-2007-08
A summary of public health indicators using electronic data from primary care 2001-2007.

The purpose of this project is to report on completeness and timeliness of recording and population trends in the most important disease risk factors (obesity, smoking, blood pressure, cholesterol and ethnicity) within primary care electronic health records.

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/population-and-geography/public-health/a-summary-of-public-health-indicators-using-electronic-data-from-primary-care
Qresearch report on trends in consultation rates in General Practices 1995-2008

The NHS Information Centre has updated the latest findings from last years ‘Trends in Consultation Rates in General Practice' publication (published July 31st 2007) to include data from 2007-2008. The information is presented in two separate reports: one for the financial years 1995/1996 to 2007/2008 and one for the calendar years 1995-2007.

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/general-practice/qresearch-report-on-trends-in-consultation-rates-in-general-practices-1995-2008
Healthcare Commission

The Annual Health Check e-updates provide regular information from each of the Healthcare Commission’s regional teams, including updates on the current service reviews.
http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/_db/_documents/September_08_-_North.pdf
Healthcare watchdog calls for new drive to improve the system for delivering urgent and emergency care
http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/newsandevents/pressreleases.cfm?cit_id=6553&widCall1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
Audit Commission 

Auditors' Local Evaluation 2007/08

The Auditors' Local Evaluation (ALE) assesses how well primary care trusts (PCTs) and NHS trusts manage and obtain value for money from their financial resources. ALE was introduced in 2005/06 and the overall picture is one of significant improvement over the three years assessed.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/reports/NATIONAL-REPORT.asp?CategoryID=ENGLISH^574^SUBJECT^1490^REPORTS-AND-DATA^AC-REPORTS&ProdID=954ED1DA-2EEE-418b-8436-717F03963AD7
 

National Patient Safety Agency

Significant Event Audit

Significant Event Audit (SEA) enables primary care teams to learn from patient safety incidents and ‘near misses’.
http://www.npsa.nhs.uk/nrls/improvingpatientsafety/primarycare/significant-event-audit/
 

Food Standards Agency

Draft Commission Regulation foods suitable for people intolerant to gluten (England)
http://www.food.gov.uk/consultations/consulteng/2008/regulationglutenfreefoods
Home Office
The FRANK drugs advice helpline has received its two millionth phone call.
http://drugs.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-events/latest-news/frank-two-million-calls
Ministry of Justice

Corporate manslaughter and the NHS

This is a transcript of the speech by Justice Minister Maria Eagle at an NHS Confederation event in London on 30 September 2008. She talks about the impact of the Corporate Manslaughter Act on the NHS. 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/sp300908a.htm
Joseph Rowntree Foundation

Reducing gender inequalities to create a sustainable care system

Women mainly provide family care, but as women’s economic opportunities increase they will not continue to bear the costs of providing care unaided. To create a sustainable care system, care and carers must be better supported and more highly valued to involve more men in caring and reduce gender inequalities.

http://www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/socialcare/2293.asp
Evidence for Policy and Practice Information and Co-ordinating Centre
Social and environmental interventions to reduce childhood obesity: a systematic map of reviews.

Both internationally and in the UK, there is widespread concern about rising rates of obesity and overweight. Since 2004, tackling obesity has been a policy priority for the UK government and efforts have particularly focused on halting the increases in childhood obesity.

http://eppi.ioe.ac.uk/cms/Default.aspx?tabid=2395
Health Protection Agency

Health Protection Agency begins winter influenza activity reporting

This week the Health Protection Agency (HPA) resumes its surveillance of flu activity for the winter season across the UK; flu surveillance usually runs from October to May. Regular updates will be published on the Agency's website and depending on the level of flu activity these will available either weekly or fortnightly.

http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1223019389441?p=1204186170287
World Health Organization

 

The Declaration of Alma-Ata in 1978 advocated primary health care as the main strategy for achieving the goal of "health for all". The WHO Bulletin marks the 30th anniversary of the declaration in a series of features on primary health care in 10 countries.

http://www.who.int/bulletin/primary_health_care_series/en/index.html
Department for Works and Pensions

DWP: the generation factor

FULL OF LIFE - UK OLDER PEOPLE'S DAY 1st October 2008

This document presents DWP research into the knowledge and wisdom passed down through families.
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/opportunity_age/fulloflife/the-generation-factor.pdf
Commissioning updates

Match making website for NHS suppliers and purchasers
A new website will help PCT commissioners identify suitable health and social care services and make it easier for suppliers to find business opportunities within the NHS. From October, all NHS commissioners will be required to use ‘NHS Supply2Health’ to post information about tenders and contract awards. This will help suppliers understand exactly what PCTs are looking for and respond effectively. Health Minister Ben Bradshaw launched the new service and expressed the Government’s aim to make it easier to do business with the NHS. The website will be accessible to the public from Wednesday 1 October.

http://www.supply2health.nhs.uk/default.aspx
http://www.pcc.nhs.uk/supply2health
Care Services Improvement Partnership – Better Commissioning newsletter

http://www.networks.csip.org.uk/_library/09.08_Better_Commissioning_-_Whats_New.pdf
PBC update - Practical Commissioning

http://s3.redeye-email.com/start/ShowHtml.asp?mi=5450%2D205928%2D8383%3A25300%2D214144889%2D426107%2D0%2D63210
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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You can also read Key Points, and other info-related alerts and messages, on the HILS (Health Information & Library Service) weblog at:
www.cehi-hils.org.uk
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Librarian/Knowledge Managers

email library@sotw.nhs.uk
 

regards
Sue Graham
 

Librarian/Knowledge Manager
 

Sunderland Teaching Primary Care Trust
Pemberton House
Colima Avenue
Sunderland Enterprise Park
Sunderland
SR5 3XB
 

Tel: 0191 5297209
Email: sue.graham@sotw.nhs.uk
 

View the library catalogue at: http://library.nuth.nhs.uk/webview
 

Did you know that your local health library offers:
 

Help and advice from skilled staff
Journal and book collections – electronic as well as traditional
Study space and internet access
Current awareness service
Document delivery service
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