
Key Points – 30th July 2010
Department of Health

the week: issue 156, 23 - 29 July 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_118022
Children, Families and Maternity e-bulletin, July 2010, edition 62
http://alturl.com/wstv7
Consultations

Liberating the NHS: regulating healthcare providers [Closing date: 11 October 2010]

This consultation seeks views on foundation trusts and the establishment of Monitor as an independent economic regulator for health and adult social care.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_117782
Consultation on changes to the allocation formulae for the Learning Disability Commissioning Transfer Grant, Preserved Rights Grant and AIDS Support Grant [Closing date: 6 October 2010]

This consultation seeks views on options for distributing three Department of Health social care grants from 1 April 2011.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_117893
Implementing 'Fulfilling and rewarding lives': consultation for statutory guidance for local authorities and NHS organisations to support implementation of the autism strategy  [Closing date: 21 October 2010]
This consultation seeks views on the draft guidance to health and social care services. The guidance has been drafted to support the implementation of the autism strategy 'Fulfilling and Rewarding Lives'.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_118058
Letters

NHS Reconfiguration guidance [Letter]

This letter from NHS Chief Executive David Nicholson outlines the criteria for existing and future NHS reconfigurations as set out in the revised operating framework for 2010-11 on 20 May 2010. http://alturl.com/wugb3
Interim cancer drugs funding [Letter]

This is a letter from NHS Medical Director Sir Bruce Keogh to directors of finance, medical directors and deputy directors of finance in strategic health authorities. He writes about arrangements for the interim cancer drug fund announced on 27 July 2010.
http://alturl.com/qj86j
Refreshing the national Carers Strategy – call for evidence [Letter]

This letter seeks views on the key priorities, supported by evidence of good practice, to improve carers’ lives in the next four years. Responses are requested by 20 September 2010.
http://alturl.com/nfb2t
Change4Life Community Fund: invitation to bid for funding for regional communications activity 2010 [Letter]

This letter invites bids for funds from the Department of Health budget to pay for regional communications activity in support of the Change4Life campaign. Responses are requested by 27 August 2010.
http://alturl.com/wz8ja
Risk of febrile convulsions in children aged under five years and seasonal influenza vaccines marketed by Pfizer Vaccines (Enzira® and CSL Biotherapies generic influenza vaccine) [Letter]

This is a letter to GPs and Primary Care Trust immunisation co-ordinators alerting them of a possible increased risk of febrile convulsions in children under five years of age associated with the use of influenza vaccine marketed by Pfizer Vaccines for the 2010/11 influenza season, including Enzira® and the CSL Biotherapies generic influenza
http://alturl.com/rw5aq
Human Papillomavirus (HPV) Vaccine Uptake, Supply and Wastage Surveys 2010/2011 [Letter]

This letter confirms that the human papillomavirus vaccine uptake, supply and wastage surveys for 2010-11 will commence on 1 October 2010, as set out in the Director of Immunisation’s letter of 17 March 2010.
http://alturl.com/cka6i
The Olympic and Paralympics Games July to September 2012 [Letter]

This letter from Clare Chapman, Director General Workforce, outlines and supports the process for volunteers for both medical and non-medical roles for the 2012 Olympic and Paralympics Games. Also available are Q&A guidelines for employers.

http://alturl.com/xbrbh
Documents & Reports

Department of Health response to the public's comments on The Coalition: Our Programme for Government on the NHS
The response is based on the top three issues raised by the public: the need to reduce bureaucracy, the argument that not all targets are inappropriate and questions regarding how GP commissioning will work.

http://alturl.com/skhw8
Department of Health response to the public's comments on The Coalition: Our Programme for Government on public health
The response is based on the top three issues raised by the public: the need for better health prevention, the need for better sexual health services and whether the NHS should charge patients who are treated for lifestyle illnesses.

http://alturl.com/jrph2
Department of Health response to the public's comments on The Coalition: Our Programme for Government on social care and disability
The response is based on the top three issues raised by the public: improving the care of older people and people with disabilities, improving palliative care services and investing in mental health services.

http://alturl.com/3773t
Procurement guide for commissioners of NHS-funded services
This guide sets out expectations of commissioners on the use of procurement to improve services for patients. It supersedes the PCT Procurement Guide published in March 2010 and the elements of Commercial Skills of the NHS concerned with the procurement of clinical services.
http://alturl.com/dhd5y
Principles and Rules for Cooperation and Competition
This document sets out revised Principles and Rules for Cooperation and Competition (PRCC) in commissioning and provision of NHS services.

http://alturl.com/r2mfu
Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation: Statements, advice and recommendations

An advice statement on the swine flu and seasonal influenza vaccination programme has been added.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/ab/JCVI/DH_094744
LAC(DH)(2010)5: AIDS support grant for social care for people with HIV/AIDS: financial year 2010/11. HIV capital grant for people with HIV/AIDS: financial year 2010/11 [Letter]

This publication explains arrangements for the continuation in 2010-11 of the AIDS support grant. Authorities are also invited to bid for HIV capital grant for HIV/AIDS related housing and capital projects.
http://alturl.com/b6kj5
Improving your NHS: what can you expect? [Leaflet]
This is a leaflet summarising the vision set out it the White Paper Equity and Excellence: Liberating the NHS, which was published on 12 July 2010.
http://alturl.com/6svep
Liberating the NHS: Report of the arms-length bodies
This publication sets out proposals for arms-length bodies in the health and social care sector. The proposals form part of the cross-government strategy to increase accountability and transparency, and to reduce the number and cost of quangos.
http://alturl.com/h5gm7
Early experiences of implementing personal health budgets

The is an interim independent evaluation report on the personal health budgets pilot programme. It is based on interviews with project leads and highlights some of the challenges the pilot sites face and how they are beginning to overcome these.
http://alturl.com/he68d
Response to the House of Commons Health Committee report. The use of overseas doctors in providing out-of-hours services: Fifth report of session 2009-10

This command paper sets out the Government response to the Health Select Committee's report on the use of overseas doctors in providing out of hours services including the response concerning the checking of language skills of EEA doctors

http://alturl.com/zju5b
Government Response to the Science and Technology Committee report 'Evidence Check 2: Homeopathy’

This Command Paper sets out the Government Response to the Science and Technology Committee report 'Evidence Check 2: Homeopathy’
http://alturl.com/hfu8o
Extent and causes of international variations in drug usage: a report for the Secretary of State for Health by Professor Sir Mike Richards CBE

This report explores the extent and causes of international variations in drug usage across 14 countries, including the UK, for a range of disease areas.

http://alturl.com/nn7iy
Review of reference costs

This is a review of reference costs conducted by the Department of Health in partnership with the Audit Commission. The main objective of the review was to ensure that in the longer term the department only collects and publishes relevant good quality data. The review looked at both the uses and quality of data.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Managingyourorganisation/NHScostingmanual/DH_104762
The role of responsible officer: Closing the gap in medical regulation - Responsible officer guidance

This document provides guidance relating to the roles and responsibilities of responsible officers.
http://alturl.com/eh64a
Unsecured medical gas cylinders, including cylinders on trolleys

Estates alert: Medical gas cylinders which are not secured properly can topple causing injury or death.  This includes cylinders which may be free standing and those held in cylinder trolleys.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Estatesalerts/DH_118094
Patient safety

This section has returned to the Department of Health website
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/Patientsafety/index.htm
News releases 24-30 July 2010
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Opportunity to help improve care services for adults with autism 

A consultation to help improve care services and healthcare outcomes for adults with autism in England has been launched by Care Services Minister Paul Burstow.

£50m additional funding for cancer drugs 

Cancer patients are to get greater access to cancer drugs recommended by their doctors as a result of a new £50 million fund announced by Health Secretary Andrew Lansley today.

Child migrant family restoration fund launched 
The £6m Family Restoration Fund to help reunite former child migrants with their families was formally launched by Health Secretary Andrew Lansley following a meeting with child migrants and the Child Migrants' Trust. 

Greater freedom for the NHS Health Secretary 
Andrew Lansley has set out proposals to free the NHS to focus on improving services and outcomes for patients.

Review of arm’s length bodies to cut bureaucracy 
Bureaucracy will be cut and the functions of several organisations will be streamlined, following a review of arm’s length bodies (ALBs), published by Health Secretary Andrew Lansley today. In total, the changes outlined in today’s report will reduce the number of health ALBs from eighteen to between eight and ten; they are expected to deliver savings of over £180m by 2014/15.

Information Centre

IC Knowledge, July 2010
http://www.knowledge.ic.nhs.uk/ebulletin/index.asp?newsletter_ID=174
Prescribing for diabetes in England: 2004/05 to 2009/10

This report is the latest in a series of publications on diabetes by The NHS Information Centre. Some key facts are that diabetes prevalence grew from 3.3 per cent in 2004/5 to 4.1 per cent in 2008/9 and costs rose from £458.6 million in 2004/5 to £649.2 million in 2009/10.

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/prescribingdiabetes0410
Prescriptions Dispensed in the Community, England - Statistics for 1999 to 2009

http://alturl.com/kz3q9
Routine Quarterly Mental Health Minimum Dataset Reports - Q3 2009-2010 Trust level data quality reports - plus Q3 and provisional Q4 Mental Health Service Performance Indicators and Mental Health Activity

http://alturl.com/jeihi
Provisional Monthly Hospital Episode Statistics for Admitted patient care, outpatient and Accident & Emergency data, April - February 2009/2010

http://alturl.com/j4tty
Audit Commission

Feeding Britain 2: What consumers want – From satiety to surfeit – rebalancing our relationship with food.

This is a transcript of the speech by Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Caroline Spelman at the Smith Institute on 13 July 2010. She talks about reconnecting the purpose of food and its provenance to rebuild a more balanced relationship between our food, our local economies and our health.
http://ww2.defra.gov.uk/2010/07/23/spelman-speech-food/
Care Quality Commission

Focused on better care

The Care Quality Commission has published its annual report for 2009/10. This online report covers the work of the CQC in its first year of operation.
http://www.cqc.org.uk/annualreport2009/10.cfm
Communities and Local Government

Rough Sleeping England - Total Street Count and Estimates 2010

This document provides a breakdown of the 2010 total street count figure of rough sleepers by local authority.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/corporate/statistics/roughsleepingcount2010
Department for Business Innovation and Skills
Phasing out the Default Retirement Age [Closing date: 21 October 2010]

This consultation seeks views on the removal of the default retirement age, enabling and encouraging people to work for longer. It also suggests raising the state pension age to 66 faster than is currently scheduled and ensuring there is effective support for helping those out of work to find work.
http://www.bis.gov.uk/retirement-age
Department for Work and Pensions

The Pension, Disability and Carers Service: Annual Report and Accounts 2009-10

This publication presents the annual report and accounts for The Pension, Disability and Carers Service in 2009-10.
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/docs/pdcs-annual-report-and-accounts-2009-2010.pdf
The Work Capability Assessment: a call for evidence

This call for evidence seeks views from organisations and individuals who have experience of evaluating how the work capability assessment assesses limited capability for work and work-related activity.
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/docs/work-cap-ass-call-for-evidence.pdf
21st Century Welfare [Closing date: 1 October 2010]

This consultation seeks views to inform the department's thinking on reforms to the benefits and tax credits system, including the idea of a single integrated universal credit.
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/consultations/2010/21st-century-welfare/
Food Standards Agency

Foodbase

Information on mixed-meat products and the development of methods to quantitatively extract biologically active principles from foods, flavourings and herbs and spices has been added.
http://www.foodbase.org.uk/
Health and Safety Executive

HSE Annual Report and Accounts 2009/10

This publication presents the annual report and accounts for the Health and Safety Executive in 2009-10. It also covers key developments in the organisation during the year.
http://news.hse.gov.uk/2010/07/26/publication-of-hse-annual-report-and-accounts-200910/
Home Office
Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs

A report on the consideration of the use of multi-criteria decision analysis in drug harm decision making has been added to this page.
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/drugs/acmd/
Joseph Rowntree Foundation
Women, faith and social cohesion

The term 'community cohesion' is increasingly used in UK policy, which emphasises strengthening civic society through local action. This study included working with 19 women in Bradford on six projects aiming to bring communities closer together.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/women-faith-social-cohesion
Participation and community on Bradford’s traditionally white estates

How residents on two traditionally white estates understand their communities and participate within them, with the emphasis on residents' own views. The research focused on two estates which have become socially fragmented internally, and stigmatised by wider society.  

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/community-bradford-white-estates
Muslims and community cohesion in Bradford

This study examined factors that either enhance or undermine community cohesion in areas with established Muslim communities and into which Muslim migrants have recently arrived.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/muslims-cohesion-bradford
National Mental Health Development Unit (NMHDU)
The triangle of care - carers included: a best practice guide in acute mental health care
The 'triangle' refers to the 3-way relationship between professionals, service users, their carers and families. The guide emphasises the need for better local strategic involvement of carers and families in the care-planning and treatment of people experiencing mental ill-health and calls for better partnership working between service users, their carers and providers of services in order to achieve the best possible outcomes.
Published in conjunction with the Princess Royal Trust for Carers.

http://www.acutecareprogramme.org.uk/silo/files/triangle-of-care-carers-included.pdf
NHS Employers

NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 225, 26 July 2010
http://alturl.com/o9oqn
NHS Evidence

NHS Evidence - trauma and orthopaedics

2010 Annual Evidence Update on Hip Fracture, published in conjunction with NHS Evidence - emergency and urgent care. The scope of the literature search covers fractures affecting the proximal femur.

http://alturl.com/krdix
NHS Evidence - gastroenterology and liver diseases

Furth annual evidence update on Hepatitis B and C. The Project Team has carried out a systematic literature search to identify all high level evidence published since the date of the last annual update in 2009, including guidelines, systematic reviews, health technology assessments and economic evaluations.
http://www.library.nhs.uk/GASTROLIVER/ViewResource.aspx?resID=381482
NHS Evidence – gastroenterology and liver diseases

The 2010 Annual Evidence Update on Hepatitis B and C updates last year's work. A detailed literature search from 2009-2010 identified 246 potential pieces of evidence; after filtering and peer review  61 of these form the basis of this AEU.
http://www.library.nhs.uk/GASTROLIVER/ViewResource.aspx?resID=381482
NHS Evidence – neurological conditions

Update, August 2010

http://www.library.nhs.uk/neurological/page.aspx?pagename=ONLINENEWS
NICE
NICE News, July 2010

Subscribe to the monthly e-newsletter

http://alturl.com/b4zui
Public health guidance
Dietary interventions and physical activity interventions for weight management before, during and after pregnancy (PH27)
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/PH27 

Clinical guidelines

Delirium: diagnosis, prevention and management  (CG103)
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG103 

Diagnosis and management of metastatic malignant disease of unknown primary origin  (CG104)
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG104 

The use of non-invasive ventilation in the management of motor neurone disease  (CG105)
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG105 

Technology appraisals
Capecitabine for the treatment of advanced gastric cancer  (TA191)
Guidance:  http://guidance.nice.org.uk/TA191 

Gefitinib for the first-line treatment of locally advanced or metastatic non-small-cell lung cancer  (TA192)
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/TA192 

Rituximab for the treatment of relapsed chronic lymphocytic leukaemia  (TA193)
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/TA193 

Denosumab for the treatment of therapy-induced bone loss in non-metastatic prostate cancer  (TA194)
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/TA194
Interventional procedure guidance
Percutaneous mitral valve annuloplasty  (IPG352)
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG352 

Percutaneous radiofrequency ablation of renal cancer  (IPG353)
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG353 

Shoulder resurfacing arthroplasty  (IPG354)
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG354 
NIHR Service Delivery and Organisation
Research funding Opportunities with the NIHR SDO programme:

Call 10/1010: Unplanned hospital admissions

http://alturl.com/vgj4w
Call 10/1011: Responsive funding in the NIHR SDO programme - call for proposals from researchers for secondary research studies

http://alturl.com/6ixmf
10/1012: Expedited evidence synthesis to support decision-making by managers and leaders in the NHS

http://alturl.com/wbbma
Office for National Statistics
Births and deaths statistics for 2009
The summary document provides links to tables containing births data (numbers of live births, fertility rates, percentage of births outside marriage, sex ratio, mean age of mother, area of usual residence of mother and country of birth of mother and father) and death registrations (death rates, cause of death data by sex and age and death registrations by area of residence).

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pdfdir/bdths0710.pdf
Ofsted

Safeguarding and looked after children: national third sector organisation survey 2010

This is Ofsted’s first annual survey of third sector organisations representing the interests of, or providing services for children and young people in every local authority in England. It shows the results from the third sector survey at a national level
http://alturl.com/txqhv
Safeguarding and looked after children: national results for children’s social work practitioners survey 2010

his is Ofsted’s first annual survey of social work practitioners across local authorities in England. It shows the results from the social work practitioner survey at a national level.
http://alturl.com/9csct
Inspection of children’s homes [Closing date: 31 October 2010]

This consultation seeks views on proposals for a revised framework for the inspection of children’s homes.
http://alturl.com/bpdcc
Sainsbury Centre for Mental Health

Public health and criminal justice: promoting and protecting offenders' mental health and wellbeing
This policy paper looks at a range of innovative programmes and interventions that target people and communities at high risk of social exclusion, poor mental health and offending. It gives recommendations and key messages for policy makers.

http://alturl.com/hnf8v
Yorkshire and Humber Strategic Health Authority

As part of the Delivering Healthy Ambitions programme, the Yorkshire and Humber Strategic Health Authority has published two 'Better for Less' briefings:
Diabetic control
http://alturl.com/jvf77
Smoking in pregnancy

http://alturl.com/rs75r
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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