
Key Points – 31st July 2009
Department of Health

the week: issue 106, 24 - 30 July 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_103466
the month: issue 23, July 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/themonth/browsable/DH_103504
Medical Directors' bulletin, issue 95, August 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Medicaldirectorsbulletin/Browsable/DH_103402
AHP Bulletin, issue 72, July / August 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Alliedhealthprofessionalsbulletin/Browsable/DH_103461
Social Care Bulletin Green Paper special issue (July 2009)

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Socialcarebulletin/Browsable/DH_103537
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 174, 27 July 2009
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin-27July2009.HTML
Appointments Commission (Non-exec) bulletin, Summer 2009

http://www.appointments.org.uk/docs/BulletinSummer09.pdf
Swine flu

This section of the Department of Health's website brings together all the latest news and publications on the 2009 swine flu outbreak.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
NHS Alert: Important information about swine flu (NHS Choices)
http://www.nhs.uk/AlertsEmergencies/Pages/Pandemicflualert.aspx
Consultation on the de-authorisation of NHS foundation trusts [closing date: 18 September 2009]

This consultation seeks views on proposed changes that will enable the independent regulator of NHS foundation trusts and the government to de-authorise failing foundation trusts and remove foundation status.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_103359
Benchmarking of Vital Signs [Letter]

This letter from Director General of NHS Finance, Performance and Operations David Flory sets out the process that primary care trusts will need to follow to make public a report of their performance against each of the vital signs.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_103472
Transforming community services [Letter]

This letter supports the publication of guidance on governance arrangements for primary care trust provider committees.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_103459
Call for expressions of interest in piloting the Common Assessment Framework for Adults - Phase 2 [Letter]

This letter to directors of adult social services and primary care trust chief executives calls for expressions of interest and applications for involvement in the common assessment framework programme of demonstrator sites.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_103482
The National CAMHS Support Service (NCSS) - 2009/10 business plan

This plan sets out the activities of a service that aims to deliver a programme of specific activities relating to child and adolescent mental health services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_103452
The evidence base to guide development of Tier 4 Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)
This paper presents information on new developments in child and adolescent mental health services, including inreach, outreach, intensive and crisis community initiatives, day provision, therapeutic fostering and other services that may be described as 'wrap around'.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_103444
Operational standards for cancer waiting times commitments [|Letter]

This letter from NHS Medical Director Professor Sir Bruce Keogh provides details of the operational standards for existing and new commitments for cancer waiting times. These take into account the fact that for any given period there will be patients unavailable because they elect to delay, they are unfit or it is clinically inappropriate to treat them within the commitment.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_103436
Paying for additional private care [Letter]

This letter from Director of NHS Operations Lyn Simpson covers the requirement that each strategic health authority have a detailed policy in place that reflects the national principles for paying for additional private care.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_103448
National Clinical Audit Advisory Group annual report 2008-09

The report summarises the advisory group's key achievements over the last year and outlines its forward plan for 2009-10.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_103398
NHS Winter report 2008/09

This annual winter report describes how the NHS performed through the previous winter period.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/DH_103332
National Oversight Group annual report 2008-09

This is the first annual report of the National Oversight Group for High Secure Services, which brings together significant stakeholders to provide oversight for high secure services on behalf of the Secretary of State for Health.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_103351
Governance arrangements to support PCT provider committees

This guidance is intended to help support primary care trust provider committees to implement strong and robust governance arrangements in order to deliver the transformation of community services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_103454
Planning for the psychosocial and mental health care of people affected by major incidents and disasters: Interim national strategic guidance

This interim strategic guidance provides best practice in planning, preparing and managing psychosocial and mental health services in response to traumatic events and all types of emergencies resulting in an abnormal situation that poses any threat to the health of the community or in providing services for psychosocial care following such events.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/DH_103562
Allocation of organs to non-UK EU residents

This independent report clarifies the rules on organ transplants for NHS patients and non-UK EU residents.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_103515
Working with Older Prisoners

This provides information for peer support workers, disability liaison officers, older offender and wing officers to implement good practice ideas and set up activities for older prisoners. It also provides useful reference material on organisations to encourage prison workers to contact other agencies for information and improve the quality of their information, advice and guidance service for older prisoners.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_103518
News releases 25-31 July 2009

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Awareness campaign launched as measles rises 

Measles vaccination rates are still far lower than levels needed to protect the population. This is despite the finding of a new Department of Health survey that over 90 per cent of parents are aware it is the best way to protect their child.

Independent report published on organ allocation system for Non-UK residents 

An independent report to clarify the rules on organ transplants for NHS patients and non-UK EU residents was published by Elisabeth Buggins, former Chair of the Organ Donation Taskforce.

New training and education programme introduced for the scientific workforce in genetics 

A new education programme has been developed to provide enhanced training in genetic technologies and clinical applications for healthcare scientists working in laboratory genetics, Health Minister Ann Keen announced

Future of Independent Sector Treatment Centres 

The future use of Independent Sector Treatment Centres (ISTCs) in the NHS, will be fairer and on the same terms as other providers of NHS services, Health Minister Mike O’Brien announced.

Good governance guidance published for Primary Care Trust Provider Committees 

The Appointments Commission and the Department of Health have published guidance to help Primary Care Trusts (PCTs) with their governance arrangements for Provider Committees. 

Change4Life corner shops to open across the country 

Corner shops nationwide will get help from Change4Life to sell fruit and veg – this will mean more people will get their 5 a day and shops will see an increase in profits, Secretary of State for Health Andy Burnham said.

NHS apprenticeships to boost jobs for young people 

25 million announced to more than treble the number of NHS apprenticeships.

Driving Luton to go smoke free 

Luton Borough Council and Luton Stop Smoking Services (LSSS) have joined forces to deliver a new project, which aims to keep commercial vehicles in the town smoke free and raise awareness of the health risks of smoking. 

Statistics
NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times figures, 30 June 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_103391
Smokefree Legislation Compliance data, January to June 2009
http://www.smokefreeengland.co.uk/thefacts/national-compliance-data.html
Information Centre

Provisional Monthly Hospital Episode Statistics for Admitted patient care and outpatient data, April - March 2008/09

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/hospital-care/hospital-activity-hospital-episode-statistics--hes/provisional-monthly-hospital-episode-statistics-for-admitted-patient-care-and-outpatient-data-april--march-2008-09
Prescriptions dispensed in the community, statistics for 1998 to 2008: England

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/prescriptions/prescriptions-dispensed-in-the-community-statistics-for-1998-to-2008:-england
Final Seniority Payments papers released by the Technical Steering Committee
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/supporting-information/primary-care/general-practice/technical-steering-committee-tsc
Audit Commission
Is there something I should know? Making the most of your information to improve services
This report looks at how councils use information to make decisions. It encourages chief executives, senior officers and lead members to be more demanding about the information they seek and use when making decisions. The report also suggests ways to improve in both these areas.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/nationalstudies/localgov/istheresomething/Pages/Default.aspx
Communities and Local Government
Long-term Evaluation of Local Area Agreements and Local Strategic Partnerships: Report on the 2008 survey of all English local strategic partnerships
(Vol. 1) - Executive summary and survey report

This report presents the findings from a survey sent to all English local strategic partnerships in the autumn of 2008. The survey is one component of the national evaluation of local area agreements and local strategic partnerships.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/lspssurvey2008report
Long-term Evaluation of Local Area Agreements and Local Strategic Partnerships: Report on the 2008 survey of all English local strategic partnerships
(Vol. 2) - Statistical tables
These tables give a detailed statistical breakdown for each question in a survey sent to all English local strategic partnerships in the autumn of 2008 and compare the data with the responses from earlier surveys.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/lspssurvey2008tables
Effective Partnership Data Management: findings and recommendations
This presents the findings and recommendations of a study that aimed to establish the case for supporting improved data sharing across and between different tiers of government and their partners.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/epdmfindingsrecommendations
Effective Partnership Data Management: summary report
This is the summary report of a study that aimed to establish the case for supporting improved data sharing across and between different tiers of government and their partners.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/epdmsummaryreport
Effective Partnership Data Management: detailed report
This is the full report of a study that aimed to establish the case for supporting improved data sharing across and between different tiers of government and their partners.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/epdmdetailedreport
Department for Children, Schools and Families

Serious Case Reviews: Revised Chapter 8 of Working Together to Safeguard Children [Closing date: 23 October 2009]

This consultation seeks views on revised guidance that aims to improve the quality, consistency and impact of serious case reviews and is directed in particular at local safeguarding children boards that by law undertake a serious case review whenever a child dies or is seriously injured and abuse or neglect is known or suspected to be a factor.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1661&external=no&menu=1
Safeguarding the Young and Vulnerable: the joint chief inspectors' recommendations and the government's responses one year on
This report sets out the Government’s annual update on progress against the specific recommendations in the joint chief inspectors’ report on safeguarding children.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters/_download/?id=6434
Facing up to the task - the interim report of the Social Work Task Force: July 2009

This report sets out interim advice to the Government about the state of social work in England and the nature and content of the comprehensive reform programme needed.
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00752-2009
Young People and Alcohol - Meanings, Practices and Contexts  DCSF-TCRU-09-01
This report aims to develop new understandings of the role of alcohol in young people’s lives. It examines how young people (particularly those at risk) view the use and misuse of alcohol and how its use relates to personal, social, familial and cultural factors.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/programmeofresearch/projectinformation.cfm?projectId=15806&type=5&resultspage=1
Commissioning services for children, young people and families - a study of the dynamics in six Local Authority areas DCSF-RR133
The purpose of this research was to understand the dynamics that surround commissioning, particularly in relation to leadership, partnership and locality working.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/programmeofresearch/projectinformation.cfm?projectId=15804&type=5&resultspage=11
Children and Young People’s Participation in Organised Sport - Omnibus Survey [2007117 DCSF]

This research measured current levels of participation in organised sport among children and young people aged 5 to 19 in England.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/programmeofresearch/projectinformation.cfm?projectId=15328&type=5&resultspage=1
Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs

Sustainable Development Indicators in Your Pocket 2009

The 2009 edition of the Sustainable Development Indicators In Your Pocket report, which presents and assesses sustainable development indicators that measure everyday concerns including health, housing, jobs, crime, education and the environment.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/sustainable/government/progress/documents/SDIYP2009_a9.pdf
Department for Work and Pensions
People with mental health conditions and Pathways to Work

This report presents findings from a qualitative research project carried out as part of a wider evaluation of Jobcentre Plus Pathways to Work. The study was conducted in 2008 and 2009 to explore how Jobcentre Plus Pathways to Work may better meet the needs of the heterogeneous mental health client group.
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_593.asp
Food Standards Agency
Draft recommendations on saturated fat and added sugar reductions, and on portion size availability, for biscuits, cakes, pastries, buns, chocolate confectionery and soft drinks [Closing date: 3 November 2009]

This consultation seeks views on proposed voluntary recommendations for the food industry for reductions in levels of saturated fat and added sugar, increased availability of smaller single-portion sizes and increased marketing of reduced or low-saturated fat and reduced, low or no-sugar versions of certain food products that are significant contributors of these nutrients in the UK diet.
http://www.food.gov.uk/consultations/ukwideconsults/2009/saturatedfat
Comparison of putative health effects of organically and conventionally produced foodstuffs: a systematic review

This report reviews the evidence of differences in putative health effects of organically compared with conventionally produced foodstuffs.
http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/pdfs/organicreviewreport.pdf
Comparison of composition (nutrients and other substances) of organically and conventionally produced foodstuffs: a systematic review of the available literature

This report analyses the available literature on organic foodstuffs to determine the size and relevance to health of any differences in content of nutrients and other substances in organically and conventionally produced crops and livestock products.
http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/pdfs/organicreviewappendices.pdf
Health and Safety Executive
Solar energy

This is a short report on the health and safety implications of the growing use of solar energy in the UK.
http://news.hse.gov.uk/2009/07/27/solar-energy/
HSE Enforcement Guide (England & Wales)

This guide provides legal guidance to Health and Safety Executive staff on their enforcement powers and duties and will also be useful to other health and safety enforcement workers. The guide has been updated.
http://www.hse.gov.uk/enforce/enforcementguide/index.htm
Joseph Rowntree Foundation
Response to the UK consultation on the European Commission proposal for an equal treatment directive

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/EU-directive-discrimination
King’s Fund

The Point of Care: measures of patients' experience in hospital: purpose, methods and uses

Ensuring that you are measuring the things that matter most to patients is an essential component of a successful strategy for improving patients’ experience. It is important to choose methods that are fit for purpose. This paper provides a brief guide to these to help trust boards and other interested parties decide which measurement and feedback tools are appropriate for their requirements.
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/research/publications/the_point_of_care_1.html
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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