
Key Points – 4th December 2009
Department of Health

the week: issue 124, 27 November – 3 December 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/index.htm
Medical directors' bulletin, issue 98, November 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Medicaldirectorsbulletin/DH_109268
Chief Nursing Officer bulletin, issue 83, November 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Chiefnursingofficerbulletin/Browsable/DH_109382
Children, Families and Maternity e-bulletin, edition 57, December 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/documents/digitalasset/dh_109454.pdf
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 192, 30 November 2009
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin_issue192.HTML
Department of health: Swine flu  

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
NHS Choices: Swine flu – latest news

http://www.nhs.uk/news/2009/04April/Pages/Swineflulatest.aspx
NHS Choices: Swine flu alert

http://www.nhs.uk/AlertsEmergencies/Pages/Pandemicflualert.aspx
Advice from the H1N1 Critical Care Clinical Group

This letter introduces documents prepared by the clinical group to support the NHS in ensuring that critical care arrangements are strengthened during both the current H1N1 pandemic and any future, potentially more serious, pandemic strain.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_109457
A (H1N1) swine influenza: SocCon deadline reminder and further information on vaccination and resilience [Letter]

This letter reminds directors of adult social services about the deadline for the social care condition assessment.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_109346
The swine flu vaccination programme: prisoners in the clinical risk groups - 2009-2010 [Letter]

This letter provides information for prison health care teams to assist them in delivering the swine flu vaccine to those prisoners in the clinical priority groups.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_108864
Flowchart for triage: swine flu patients - for GP practice managers and receptionists

This flowchart aims to assist GP receptionists to determine which symptomatic swine flu patients should be seen most urgently, particularly in the case of patients referred by the National Pandemic Flu Service.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_109452
Pandemic influenza: indemnity cover and associated issues in England

This document describes the provisions in place regarding indemnity cover for staff working during times of pandemic in England.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_109559
Safeguarding children and primary medical care [Letter]

This letter provides clarity on the specific actions primary care trusts should take with regard to their primary medical services and the actions that GPs should take in response to recommendation 34 of the report The Protection of Children in England: A progress report.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_109407
The Family Nurse Partnership Programme [Letter]

This letter from Ann Keen and Dawn Primarolo describes the family nurse partnership programme, which is an evidence-based, preventive programme for vulnerable first-time young parents, delivered from early pregnancy until the child is two. Extensive evidence points to short and long-term benefits for children and parents.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_109448
SHA funding - social exclusion [Letter]

This letter reminds authorities about a request for responses by early November on initiatives relating to accommodation and employment for people with moderate to severe learning disabilities and people with severe mental illness.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_109431
SHA process for PCTs to be listed in the Electronic Prescription Service (EPS) Authorisation Directions 2008 as amended [Letter]

This letter and supporting documents set out the process that all strategic health authorities will need to follow to request Secretary of State directions, to enable primary care trusts to authorise their primary medical services contractors or any practice established by the trust to use Release 2 of the Electronic Transmission of Prescriptions service.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_109440
A consultation on proposals for the Innovation Pass pilot [Closing date: 8 February 2010]

This consultation seeks views on the government's proposals for a pilot programme that will make selected innovative medicines available on the NHS for a time-limited period, prior to a NICE appraisal.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_109236
Pharmacy in England: building on strengths - delivering the future - Draft regulations under the Health Act 2009: pharmaceutical needs assessments. Consultation document [Closing date: 28 February 2010]

This consultation seeks views on draft regulations and guidance on primary care trusts' pharmaceutical needs assessments.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_109354
Response to the consultation, and final guidance, to deal with nuisance and disturbance on NHS premises

This response to a consultation and the final version of the guidance gives NHS bodies a framework in which to use legislation to deal with nuisance and disturbance on NHS premises.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_109252
Summary of responses to the consultation on the Additional Uses of Patient Data

This is a summary of responses to a consultation on the ways in which the NHS can use information it collects about patients. Such data is currently used to provide care and treatment but could, for example, be used for research.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_109310
Tackling health inequalities: 2006-08 policy and data update for the 2010 national target

This document provides an update on progress to meet the health inequalities national target to reduce the gap as measured by infant mortality and life expectancy by 10 per cent by 2010. It includes an assessment of whether the 70 spearhead area local authorities, which map to 62 primary care trusts, are on track to meet the life expectancy target.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_109469
‘Your health, your way - a guide to long term conditions and self care’ for social care professionals

This document discusses the concept of personalised support planning for people with long-term conditions and supported self care with points for consideration when starting the support planning process.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_109466
The NHS Constitution - The State of Readiness Group (SoRG) report

From January 2010, all providers and commissioners of NHS care will be under a new legal obligation to have regard to the NHS Constitution in all their decisions and actions. This means that the Constitution, its pledges, principles, values and responsibilities need to be fully embedded and ingrained into everything the NHS does. The state of readiness group has produced this report with recommendations and good practice to help.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_109417
Personal health budgets

The Government is currently consulting on new entitlements for patients, and the inclusion of these in the NHS Constitution. One of the longer-term proposals is that all patients who could benefit from a personal health budget should have the right to be offered one.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/Highqualitycareforall/Personalhealthbudgets/index.htm
Cancer reform strategy: achieving local implementation - second annual report

This is the second annual report of the Cancer Reform Strategy. It sets out the progress made in implementing the strategy since its publication in December 2007. It covers a wide range of actions that were set out in the strategy, highlighting areas of particular progress and setting out a range of priorities for the future. This report also provides detailed information on local progress.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_109338
Quality framework for community services: directory of indicators. Draft version

This directory sets out a list of quality indicators that are currently being developed for publication. The department is piloting these indicators at 23 sites and is looking to publish amendments or changes to these at the end of the year.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_109386
Health Technical Memorandum 01-05: Decontamination in primary care dental practices

This memorandum is intended to progressively raise the quality of decontamination work in primary care dental services by covering the decontamination of reusable instruments within dental facilities. It also includes a local self-assessment audit and a covering letter from the Chief Dental Officer.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_109363
DH International annual report 2008-09

This is the annual report for DH International, the specialist team supporting health initiatives overseas.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_109576
Improving information for stakeholders: a report of a PCT and SHA working group to improve community information

This report sets out the findings of a joint working group to improve community information. It provides a framework for commissioners and providers to improve information on community services and includes a number of case studies from NHS organisations.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_109423
GMC affiliates pilots: final report of the KPMG evaluation

This is the final report of an independent evaluation of General Medical Council Affiliate pilots.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_109274
Speech by Andy Burnham at the all Party Parliamentary Group on Cancer: Britain against cancer conference

This is a transcript of the speech by Health Secretary Andy Burnham at a cancer conference on 1 December 2009. He talks about health inequalities and the Cancer Reform Strategy.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_109450
Speech by Mike O'Brien to the Managers in Partnership conference

This is a transcript of the speech by Health Services Minister Mike O'Brien at the Managers in Partnership conference on 24 November 2009. He talks about NHS management.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_109272
Speech by Andy Burnham at the Royal College of Midwives

This is a transcript of the speech by Health Secretary Andy Burnham at the Royal College of Midwives, Manchester on 27 November 2009. He talks about issues surrounding maternity services.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_109307
Speech by Phil Hope at the Health and Criminal Justice Conference

This is a transcript of the speech by Care Services Minister Phil Hope at the Health and Criminal Justice Conference on 17 November 2009. He talks about improving health in the criminal justice system.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_109215
News releases 

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Quit Smoking and Look Smoking This Christmas 

As the Christmas party season swings into action and the attentions of women everywhere turn to looking and feeling their best from the inside out, the Department of Health and Smokefree South West are urging the region’s female population to quit smoking as part of their Christmas beauty regime. 

Kick the Habit and Help Yeovil Town FC Win the League 

Yeovil Town Football Club is urging its supporters to throw their weight behind their team and sign up to Smokefree United - a virtual club launched by the NHS that provides coaching and support to help football fans and footballers stop smoking.

Statistical press notice: Mortality Target Monitoring (Infant mortality, inequalities) - Update to include data for 2008 

The latest annual update on infant mortality rates, with data updated to 2006-08, was released on 3 December 2009 according to the arrangements approved by the UK Statistics Authority.

South West's Ex-Smokers Urged to Stock Up On Savings This Christmas 

Asda and Smokefree South West team up to illustrate the financial implications of funding a smoking habit at Christmas.

New Virtual Football League Calls for Fans to Quit the Habit 

A new virtual football league website launched by the NHS is calling on football fans in the South West to help their team to win the Smokefree United crown by logging on and pledging to quit smoking.

Track your festive drinking with your mobile 

A new mobile phone application that helps people to keep track of their drinking during the festive period was launched today by Public Health Minister Gillian Merron.

NHS challenged to take action on areas with poor cancer survival rates 

The Cancer Reform Strategy’s second annual report highlights regional variation in cancer outcomes and services

Norwich City Football Club races ahead in the league that really matters 

Norwich City fans are third in the Smokefree United League, ahead of East Anglian rivals Southend United

Former Norwich City player Andy Townsend calls for football fans to kick it together by signing for Smokefree United

New campaign makes contraception worth talking about 

A new campaign will help young people to make more informed choices about contraception, look after their sexual health and avoid unwanted pregnancies.

Patients to benefit from innovative new drugs 

A pilot to help patients get innovative new drugs not currently available on the NHS is being launched for consultation today by Health Minister Mike O’Brien and Science and Innovation Minister Lord Drayson.

Statistics

Mortality target monitoring (infant mortality, inequalities) update to include data for 2008
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_109161
Audit Commission

Health Update, issue 32, November 2009

http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/subwebs/mailouts/healthupdate/issue32.htm
Department for Business, Innovation and Skills

Life Sciences Bluperint

This blueprint sets out a package of actions to transform the UK environment for life sciences companies.
http://www.dius.gov.uk/innovation/business_support/~/media/publications/O/ols-blueprint
Department for Children, Schools and Families

New campaign makes Contraception Worth Talking About

A new campaign will help young people to make more informed choices about contraception, look after their sexual health and avoid unwanted pregnancies. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2009_0229
Exemption of childcare arrangements between friends that are not for monetary payment from registration under the Childcare Act 2006

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1687&external=no&menu=1
OFSTED

Children’s care Monitor  December 2009

This is Ofsted's second annual report of what children and young people living away from home or getting help from children's social care services feel is important to their lives.
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Care/Children-s-rights/Children-s-care-monitor-2009
Equality and Human Rights Commission

Safety and security for disabled people

This report examines the safety and security of disabled people.
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/fairer-britain/good-relations/safety-and-security-for-disabled-people/
Food Standards Agency

Rise in the number of cases of Salmonella

The Food Standards Agency and Health Protection Agency (HPA) are investigating a recent increase in the number of cases of a certain type of salmonella in England and Wales. The increase in cases of Salmonella Enteritidis phage type (PT) 14b, since mid-August 2009, was noted by the HPA as part of its monitoring of infectious diseases.

http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2009/nov/salminc
Consultation on reducing saturated fat and greater choice of portion sizes for snacks

The Agency is consulting on its proposed recommendations to the food industry to reduce saturated fat and to increase the availability of healthier options and smaller portion sizes in savoury snacks.
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2009/dec/satfatconsult
King’s Fund

Windmill 2009: NHS response to the financial storm

Windmill 2009 was based on the findings of a two-day simulation event and considers how the NHS can respond effectively to the major challenges that lie ahead, identifying key themes and recommendations for action in each of these.

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/research/publications/windmill_2009.html
NHS Evidence

Annual Evidence Update on HIV/AIDs (NHS Evidence - infections)

www.library.nhs.uk/infections 

The Infections Specialist Collection launched its second Annual Evidence Update on HIV 30 November 2009 to coincide with World AIDS Day on 1st December 2009.

This year’s focus is on HIV and children, due to the publication in 2009 on guidance around the testing of children with HIV positive parents. Sub topics within this will include mother to child transmission; HIV testing in children; management of HIV in adolescents and children.

Annual Evidence Update on Stroke (NHS Evidence - stroke)

www.library.nhs.uk/stroke 

This Annual Evidence Update covers new high quality evidence (mainly systematic reviews) on stroke rehabilitation. Despite evidence of its effectiveness in reducing mortality and long term disability rehabilitation is often seen as a ‘Cinderella service’: underfunded, understaffed, and with a low profile compared to care at the ‘hi-tech’ end of the spectrum of care. The National Stroke Strategy sets Quality Markers  (QM) across the spectrum of stroke care. QM 10 sets out the ambition for rehabilitation.

Annual Evidence Update on Special Care Dentistry (NHS Evidence - oral health)

www.library.nhs.uk/oralhealth 

Since the first Evidence Update in this topic in September 2008, Special Care Dentistry has been officially designated a dental speciality. The Update brings together new guidance and systematic reviews relevant to Special Care Dentistry that have been published since the last update, accompanied by a commentary on the evidence.

National Library for Public Health e-Newsletter – December 2009
http://www.library.nhs.uk/publichealth/page.aspx?pagename=NEWSLETTER
NICE

Bronchoscopic lung volume reduction with airway valves for advanced emphysema

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG318
Percutaneous intradiscal electrothermal therapy for low back pain

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG319
Photochemical corneal collagen cross-linkage using riboflavin and ultraviolet A for keratoconus

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG320
Lateral (including extreme, extra and direct lateral) interbody fusion in the lumbar spine

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG321
Lung cancer (small-cell) - topotecan

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/TA184
Promoting mental wellbeing at work

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/PH22
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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