
Key Points – 4th June 2010
Department of Health

the week: issue 148, 28 May - 3 June 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_116555
The influenza immunisation programme 2010/11 [Letter]

This letter contains information for all commissioners and providers of social care services about the annual seasonal flu immunisation programme 2010-11
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_116551
The influenza immunisation programme 2010/11 [Letter]

PL/CMO/2010/01, PL/CNO/2010/01, PL/CPHO/2010/01

This is a letter from the interim chief medical officer, the chief nursing officer and the chief pharmaceutical officer. It contains information about the annual seasonal influenza immunisation programme for winter 2010-11, including influenza immunisation for frontline health and social care staff, and the poultry worker immunisation programme.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Professionalletters/Chiefmedicalofficerletters/DH_116507
Implementation of Medicines for Human Use (Miscellaneous Amendments) Order 2010: midwives exemption list [Letter]

This letter sets out the situation regarding midwifery exemptions as a result of changes to the statutory instruments that come into force on 1 June 2010. This includes advice from the Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency on the position of student midwives.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_116514
Widening participation in pre-registration nursing programmes

This document describes a series of educational models and one employment model designed to widen access for NHS support staff into the second year of nursing pre-registration degree courses and to provide meaningful career pathways for current and potential employees who wish to remain in Agenda for Change band 1-4 roles.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_116553
McKinsey report on the fiscal future of the NHS

In February 2009 McKinsey was instructed by the Department of Health to provide advice on how commissioners might achieve world-class NHS productivity to inform the second year of the world-class commissioning assurance system and future commissioner development. The advice from McKinsey, in the form of these slides, was provided in March 2009.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/FreedomOfInformation/Freedomofinformationpublicationschemefeedback/FOIreleases/DH_116520
Sponsorship invited for NHS Leadership Awards scheme – expressions of interest invited

The scheme recognises outstanding leaders in nine categories.The awards are peer-to-peer nominated and aim to recognise outstanding leaders across the service, at every level. The awards also aim to help spread good leadership practice and foster the leaders of the future.

The Department isseeking further considerable sponsorship to support the scheme in 2010/2011.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Aboutus/Procurementandproposals/Tenders/Informationaboutprocess/DH_116565
NHS Injury Cost Recovery scheme

Tables of amounts collected per month by the Compensation Recovery Unit and paid to the NHS.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Managingyourorganisation/NHSInjuryCostRecovery/index.htm
NHS charges, overseas visitors, overseas treatment for NHS patients

Content restored from archive
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/Entitlementsandcharges/index.htm
News releases 22 May – 4 June 2010

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Weekly infections statistics gives power to patients
As part of the Government’s radical agenda for setting government data free, patients and the public will be given more up-to-date information about their local hospital.

Health Secretary Andrew Lansley responds to publication of the McKinsey report 

In February 2009 McKinsey was instructed by the Department to provide advice on how commissioners might achieve world class NHS productivity to inform the second year of the world class commissioning assurance system and future commissioner development.

Statistical Press notice: NHS Inpatient and outpatient events
Statistical Press Notice: Access to GUM services 

Abortion statistics, England & Wales: 2009 

Trio of reappointments at the Appointments Commission 

The Appointments Commission has made three re-appointments

Statistics (DH)
NHS Hospital Activity Statistics: outpatient appointments, elective admission events, imaging and radiodiagnostics, quarter ending 31 March 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/HospitalActivityStatistics/index.htm
Information Centre

First Vascular Access Audit report published

The first report from the new National Kidney Care Vascular Access Audit – commissioned by the Healthcare Quality Improvement Partnership (HQIP) and managed by The NHS Information Centre in partnership with the UK Renal Registry and the National Kidney Federation is published today. 

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/news-and-events/news/first-vascular-access-audit-report-published
NHS Evidence
Commissioning news alert
http://www.library.nhs.uk/commissioning/Page.aspx?pagename=ALERT
2010 Annual Evidence Update on Heavy Menstrual Bleeding
http://www.library.nhs.uk/womenshealth/ViewResource.aspx?resID=372085&tabID=289&catID=6081
2010 Annual Evidence Update on Proteinuria and eGFR
http://www.library.nhs.uk/kidney/ViewResource.aspx?resID=372689
NICE

Clinical Guidance CG100 - Alcohol use disorders - clinical management

The advice in the NICE guideline covers: 

The care of adults and young people (aged 10 years and older) who have any of the following physical health problems that are completely or partly caused by alcohol use:

Acute alcohol withdrawal (which occurs if a ‘dependent’ drinker suddenly stops drinking) 

Lack of thiamine (also called vitamin B1) in the body, which can cause a condition called Wernicke’s encephalopathy 

Liver disease 

Inflammation of the pancreas (called pancreatitis

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG100
Public Health Guidance PH24

Alcohol-use disorders: preventing the development of hazardous and harmful drinking.

This guidance is for government, industry and commerce, the NHS and all those whose actions affect the population’s attitude to – and use of – alcohol. This includes commissioners, managers and practitioners working in:

Local authorities 

Education 

The wider public, private, voluntary and community sectors. 

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/PH24
SIGN

Management of patients with stroke: Rehabilitation

In 2002, SIGN published a guideline on rehabilitation after a stroke (SIGN 64). 

Since then new evidence has been published in many areas covered by the recommendations in that guideline resulting in the need for this selective update.

http://www.sign.ac.uk/guidelines/fulltext/118/index.html
Care Quality Commission

CQC and HMIP call for improvements in healthcare for adults in the prison system

The Care Quality Commission (CQC) and Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Prisons (HMIP) are calling for improvements in NHS healthcare provided for adults in the prison system in a joint report published today.

The findings of the 2008/09 report are based on a sample of 21 PCTs that commission healthcare for prisons. It indicates progress has been made in embedding management and clinical governance systems and also in the way IT systems are used to record and analyse information on the quality of care.

http://www.cqc.org.uk/newsandevents/pressreleases.cfm?cit_id=36288&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
King’s Fund

Patient Choice.  How patients choose and how providers respond

Patient choice: how patients choose and how providers respond considers how choice of provider is operating in practice and its impact on hospital providers. More specifically, the report aims to answer the following questions.

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/patient_choice.html
National Library for Public Health

Newsletter – June 2010

http://www.library.nhs.uk/publichealth/page.aspx?pagename=NEWSLETTER
National Patient Safety Agency

Reducing harm to patients

The National Patient Safety Agency (NPSA) has announced a new initiative aimed at reducing harm to patients in 10 high risk patient safety areas. These include reducing pressure ulcers, preventing falls from occurring and ensuring clinicians are aware of the correct dosage of insulin when administering the drug to a patient. Each of the ten high risk areas will have a clinical lead who will work with NHS organisations across England and Wales to raise awareness and implement working practices. NHS organisations will have to report compliance and progress with each of the 10 clinical areas to the NPSA.

http://www.npsa.nhs.uk/corporate/news/new-initiative-unveiled-aimed-at-reducing-harm-to-patients/
NHS Employers

NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 217, 1 June 2010

http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHS-Workforce-Bulletin_217_010610.HTML
Office for National Statistics

'Cancer survival in the Spearhead Primary Care Trusts of England, 2001–08'. 

Spearhead Primary Care Trusts (PCTs) are designated as those areas that face the greatest health challenges in England. Some key facts are one- and five-year relative survival estimates for adults (aged 15–99) diagnosed with one of 10 common cancers between 2001 and 2007, and resident in the 62 Spearhead Primary Care Trusts in England, have been compared with those in the rest of England. To examine trends in survival over time, survival was estimated in three overlapping 5-year periods (2001–05, 2002–06 and 2003–07). Survival improved slightly for most of the ten cancers over the period 2001–07, both for patients resident in Spearhead PCTs and the rest of England. Survival was consistently lower for patients resident in Spearhead PCTs than for those in the rest of England. For the majority of cancers, the difference in survival between Spearhead PCTs the rest of England either narrowed slightly or stayed the same over the period 2001–07.

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pdfdir/cspct0610.pdf
Food Standards Agency

Agency reminds parents of advice on feeding honey to babies
The Food Standards Agency is reminding parents not to feed honey to babies who are under a year old. This follows a confirmed case of the rare but serious illness, infant botulism.

There have been only 11 confirmed cases of infant botulism in the past 30 years, but three of these have occurred in the past year and all have had possible links to honey. The most recent case involved a 15-week-old baby. While it is not absolutely clear that eating honey caused the illness in these cases, honey had definitely been eaten by the infants.

http://www.food.gov.uk/news/pressreleases/2010/jun/feedinghoneytobabies
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

You can also read Key Points, and other info-related alerts and messages, on the HILS (Health Information & Library Service) weblog at:

www.cehi-hils.org.uk
Sue Austin        &             Sue Graham
tel: 0191 4971460          0191 5297209

Librarian/Knowledge Managers

email library@sotw.nhs.uk
