
Key Points – 4th September 2009
Department of Health

the week: 28 August – 3 September 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/dr_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/documents/digitalasset/dh_104875.pdf
the month: issue 24, August 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/themonth/browsable/DH_104715
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 179, 1 September 2009
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin_01Sept09.html
NHS Choices: Swine flu – latest news

http://www.nhs.uk/news/2009/04April/Pages/Swineflulatest.aspx
Swine flu

This section of the Department of Health's website brings together all the latest news and publications on the 2009 swine flu outbreak.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
A(H1N1) swine influenza: revised planning assumptions published [Lettter]

This letter gives an update on the publication of the revised planning assumptions for dealing with swine flu.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_104846
Swine flu: UK planning assumptions

This document contains revised planning assumptions in relation to the swine flu pandemic. The assumptions are intended to provide a common agreed basis for planning across all public and private sector organisations.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_104844
Pandemic influenza toolkit for NHS ambulance services in England

This toolkit is part of the Department of Health’s programme for improving and enhancing the preparedness within NHS ambulance services for managing pandemic influenza. The aim is to support ambulance trusts in the delivery of an operational response. The body of the toolkit provides a summary statement of individual topics and signposts to further information, websites and material published by the department.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_104801
Monthly publication of MRSA and Clostridium difficile mandatory surveillance data [Letter]

This letter from Inspector of Microbiology and Infection Control Professor Brian Duerden explains that from 2 November 2009, the Health Protection Agency will move to publishing data on the numbers of MRSA and Clostridium difficile infections from the current quarterly basis to a monthly basis. This will mean more timely information and will benefit those concerned with infection control and performance management, as well as the public.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_104865
Consultation on a review of Parental Order Regulations [Closing date: 23 November 2009]

This consultation seeks views on regulations on parental orders, which transfer parenthood from the surrogate (and her husband or partner if she has one) to the couple who commission the surrogacy arrangement. Parental orders are currently available to married couples only. The Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 enables same-sex couples and unmarried couples as well as married couples to apply for a parental order.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_104791
Payment by results in 2010-11 [Letter]

This letter provides an update on work to prepare the payment by results tariff for 2010-11.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_104799
Advisory Group on the NHS (Pharmaceutical Services) Regulations

This page gives information on advisory group on proposals to require primary care trusts to develop and publish pharmaceutical needs assessments and use them as the basis for determining market entry to NHS pharmaceutical services provision, and to introduce new quality requirements for contractors.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/Medicinespharmacyandindustry/PharmacyWhitePaper/RegulationsAdvisoryGroup/index.htm
Taskforce on the health aspects of violence against women and girls

The Taskforce reflects the Government’s aim to ensure that the NHS is fully engaged addressing violence against women and girls, taking into account its seriousness and the fact that it can have a devastating impact on victims. This forms part of a cross-government programme on violence against women and girls which seeks to join up existing work across a number of departments.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/ViolenceagainstWomenandGirls/index.htm
Speech by Phil Hope: Aiming High for Disabled Children One Year On conference

This is a transcript of the speech by Care Minister Phil Hope in London on 3 June 2009. He talks about the progress made in improving care for disabled children.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_104849
Direct payments

New guidance and Regulations for community care, services for carers and children's services, and new guide for the public

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/SocialCare/Socialcarereform/Personalisation/Directpayments/index.htm
Keep on the road for longer

This leaflet gives details of current entitlements and services that people aged 50 and over may be able to access, and when. The focus is on the issues that older people feel are most important in helping them stay well and active. Bringing together this information is part of the Department of Health's contribution to the government's ageing strategy.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_104783
News releases 29 August – 4 September 2009

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
STATISTICAL PRESS NOTICE - NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times figures - 31 July 2009 

These statistics have been released by the Department of Health:

September is the new January 
English drinkers vow to cut back after holiday boozing

Information Centre

NHS Immunisation Statistics England 2008-09 [NS]

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/health-and-lifestyles/immunisation/nhs-immunisation-statistics-england-2008-09-%5Bns%5D
Trends in consultation rates in General Practice - 1995-2009
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/general-practice/trends-in-consultation-rates-in-general-practice--1995-2009
Report on clinical coding and improving clinical records from the Audit Commission and the Royal College of Physicians

The study, by the Audit Commission and the Royal College of Physicians, took place in an acute hospital trust. Two sets of newly published standards were introduced; generic medical record keeping standards that apply to all medical notes; and structure and content standards for the doctors' admission clerking record.
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/webfiles/news%20and%20media/2009_08_27_pbrdataassuranceframework_0809_physiciansreport.pdf
APHO

e-Bug website
A new online learning tool launched by the Health Protection Agency (HPA) to help childen protect themselves from infections. e-Bug is made up of educational activities for primary and secondary school-age children, complemented by online games, on microbes, hygiene, antibiotic use and vaccines. The programme features age-appropriate animated characters and cartoon microbes; and lesson plans and materials for teachers. Topics include hygiene measures to stop the spread of swine flu and other respiratory infections. The programme also educates children - our future generation of antibiotic users - on the importance of the prudent use of antibiotics.

http://www.e-bug.eu/ebug_secret.nsf/England-Project-General-Welcome/eng_eng_p_wp_gn_lp__-Welcome-to-e-Bug
School teaching pack for swine flu hygiene lessons

The Health Protection Agency has launched an e-Bug pack and website activities to raise awareness of respiratory hygiene and antibiotic awareness among schoolchildren.
http://www.e-bug.eu/
Audit Commission

Assure, edition 8, September 2009

Publication of national report on year 2 of the assurance framework; 2010/11 PbR assurance programme; outpatient reviews; 2009/10 inpatient audit programme; National Benchmarker update; and review of reference costs
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/subwebs/health/assure/issue8/issue8.asp
Care Quality Commission

Memorandum of Understanding between the Care Quality Commission and the Independent Regulator of NHS Foundation Trusts

This memorandum sets out the framework for the working relationship between the Care Quality Commission and the Independent Regulator of NHS Foundation Trusts.
http://www.cqc.org.uk/publications.cfm?fde_id=12815
Department for Children, Schools and Families

Primary school children in deprived areas get free school lunches

All primary school children in two areas will from today get a free, healthy lunch every day throughout the school year as part of the Government’s action to reduce childhood obesity and improve the health of all children.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2009_0157
Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs
Consultation on the proposed Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathy (England) Regulations 2009 [Closing date: 2 December 2009}

This consultation seeks views on proposed new regulations that would update and replace the existing Transmissible Spongiform (England) Encephalopathies Regulations 2008 (as amended), which would be revoked. They include amendments that have been made in response to new European legislation, technical changes and reviews of procedure.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/tse-regs09/index.htm
Home Office
Drug Strategy newsletter, August 2009
http://drugs.homeoffice.gov.uk/publication-search/communications-campaigns/drugstrategynewsletter/august-2009?view=Binary
Blueprint drugs education: the response of pupils and parents to the programme (executive summary)

This report focuses on the second stage of the blueprint evaluation. It deals with how pupils and parents responded to the programme as well as pupils’ awareness and knowledge of drug use, their perception of drug use and acceptability of drug use among same-age peers and the quality and frequency of parent-child communication on drugs.
http://drugs.homeoffice.gov.uk/publication-search/blueprint/blueprint-final-report-2009
Joseph Rowntree Foundation

Poverty, inequality and human rights

People working to tackle poverty in the UK are increasingly interested in using human rights in their work. This study looks at how this has been done in other countries, its impact on affected communities, debate, policy and government programmes, and its relevance for the UK.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/poverty-inequality-human-rights
Comparing taxes and benefits in 1979, 1997 and 2008

This study uses 'lifetime simulation' for different income earners to look at the impact of taxes and benefits over time. 
This research examines three 'model lifetimes' for low, average and high earners and also looks at child and pensioner poverty under the systems of 1979, 1997 and 2008.

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/comparing-taxes-benefits
Kings’ Fund

The King's Fund statement in response to the Patients Association report 'Patients not numbers, people not statistics’
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/what_we_do/press/press_releases/the_kings_fund_5.html
The Point of Care: Measures of patients’ experience in hospital: purpose, methods and uses
This paper suggests that an agreed set of standards is needed  to measure the quality of patients' experience of care in acute hospitals and that local knowledge and awareness of services are essential.
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/research/publications/the_point_of_care_1.html
Patient and family participation: case studies

Findings of a workshop held earlier this year as part of The Point of Care programme to explore how and under what conditions involvement of patients and families in services helps hospitals be more patient-centred.
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/research/projects/the_point_of_care/patient_and_family.html
NHS Networks
Patients.... not numbers, people.... not statistics. Patients’ Association

The Patients Association has published this report containing 16 first hand accounts of patient care in hospital. The report calls on government and the Care Quality Commission to conduct an urgent review of the standards of basic care being received by patients in hospital and demands stricter supervision and regulation of hospital care.
http://www.patients-association.org.uk/DBIMGS/file/Patients%20not%20numbers,%20people%20not%20statistics.pdf
Access to Specialist Neuromuscular Care: The Walton Report. All Party Parliamentary Group for Muscular Dystrophy

The All Party Parliamentary Group on Muscular Dystrophy has criticised the way in which the NHS plans services for rare conditions, following an in depth investigation, which took evidence from key clinicians, researchers, patients and NHS commissioners from across the UK. This document reports on the findings from this investigation and also calls for immediate guidelines to be set in place for muscular dystrophy.
http://www.muscular-dystrophy.org/assets/0000/9943/Walton_report.pdf
Rheumatology nursing. Results of a survey exploring the performance and activity of rheumatology nurses. Royal College of Nursing

The Royal College of Nursing has published the results of a survey which explores the performance and activity of rheumatology nurses. The guidance also provides an important resource for commissioners, who are seeking to understand and plan the provision of the specialist support and workforce needs.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/264937/003524.pdf
Pay Circular (M&D) 2/2009. Changes to Schedules 14 and 21 of the Terms and Conditions of Service for consultants. Corrigendum to Pay Circular (M&D) 1/2009
A new pay circular details changes to the terms and conditions of service for consultants and corrects an earlier rounding error in the associate specialist 2008 locum rates. Both changes come into effect from 1 September 2009.
http://www.networks.nhs.uk/uploads/09/09/pay_circular_mandd_2-2009_aw.pdf
Prevention of sharps injuries framework agreement  

The European Hospital and Healthcare Employers' Association and European Public Services Unions have signed an agreement on the prevention of sharp injuries. This page summarises the key points and looks what can be done in advance of its ratification.

http://www.nhsemployers.org/HealthyWorkplaces/POSHH/Pages/ECFrameworkagreementonsharpsinjuries.aspx
NICE

Consultations
Hypertensive disorders during pregnancy: guideline consultation [Closing date: 29 October 2099]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45335
School-based interventions to prevent smoking: consultation on the draft guidance [Closing date: 1 October 2099]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45307
Male lower urinary tract symptoms (LUTS): guideline consultation [Closing date: 23 October 2099]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45292
OECD (Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development)
Doing Better for Children (2009)

OECD’s first-ever report on child well-being in its 30 member countries.
http://www.oecd.org/document/12/0,3343,en_2649_34819_43545036_1_1_1_37419,00.html
Doing Better for Children (2009): Country Highlights – United Kingdom

http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/21/6/43590251.pdf
Sainsbury Centre for Mental Health
Securing Employment for Offenders with Mental Health Problems

Prisoners with mental health problems are not getting the support they need to gain employment when they are released, according to a policy paper published today by Sainsbury Centre for Mental Health.
http://www.scmh.org.uk/pdfs/securing_employment_for_offenders.pdf
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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