
Key Points – 9th July 2010
Department of Health

the week, issue 153, 2-8 July 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_117285
the month: issue 33, June 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/themonth/DH_117135
Medical Directors' bulletin, issue 103,  June 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Medicaldirectorsbulletin/DH_117161
Review of the Cancer Reform Strategy [Letter]

This letter from National Cancer Director Professor Sir Mike Richards invites comments for a review of the cancer reform strategy.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_117248
Health Secretary sets out future of public health
Speaking at the UK Faculty of Public Health’s annual conference, Mr Lansley explained the philosophy behind the new approach and outlined what the framework required to deliver more effective Public Health might look like.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/MediaCentre/Pressreleases/DH_117228
Information on the Quality of Services - final report

This is final report from the National Quality Board regarding information on the quality of information of services. The report provides recommendations to improve how information is created, used and communicated, and advice on how the information system itself should be structured.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_117314
Building the evidence base in pre-hospital urgent and emergency care: a review of research evidence and priorities for future research

This document reviews the existing research and evidence in the field of pre-hospital urgent and emergency care, and identifies gaps where future research would be valuable.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_117194
Funding for Children’s Palliative Care
This document contains details of £30 million funding for children’s palliative care in 2010-11, announced 26 June 2010, and sets out what sorts of projects will be funded and what criteria they will have to meet.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_117172
Measles outbreak in France

French Authorities have reported an increased number of measles cases in France this year. Parents who are planning a holiday in France and have not had their children vaccinated against measles should ensure that their children have the Measles, Mumps and Rubella (MMR) vaccine.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Immunisation/DH_117199
Strategic Health Authorities and GP Registrar (Amendment) Directions 2010
This document contains directions on the payment of allowances to GP trainers.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsLegislation/DH_117212
Master Indemnity Agreement (MIA)

This master indemnity agreement is intended as an umbrella agreement to encompass the requirements of NHS bodies in respect of equipment and other goods supplied on loan for trial and testing, on loan not for trial and testing and for free issues.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_117175
Sustainable development activities – launch of live energy data page
The Department of Health is committed to meeting the Prime Minister’s pledge to make this government the greenest government ever. As part of this commitment, we are publishing figures on our real-time energy consumption for our principal London HQ building.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Aboutus/HowDHworks/Servicestandardsandcommitments/DH_4105875
Window blinds with looped cords or chains. All types  - Estates alert
This document advises on the risk assessments of looped blind cords in healthcare environments where children and vulnerable adults are commonly present and for those responsible for the selection of healthcare beds.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Estatesalerts/DH_117310
News releases 3-9 July 2010
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Health Secretary announces redevelopment of West Cumberland Hospital
Health Secretary Andrew Lansley has announced his support for providing up to £70 million in Department of Health funding for the redevelopment of West Cumberland Hospital over three years.

Health Secretary sets out future of public health 

In his first speech on Public Health, Health Secretary Andrew Lansley set out his vision for a new Public Health Service that will release all of society to work together to get healthy and live longer.

Diagnostics waiting times & activity data, month ending 31 May 2010. 

Differences in the nation's health revealed 

A snapshot of health for each local area comparing key statistics such as life expectancy, deprivation and early deaths 

Statistics (DH)
Monthly and quarterly/biannual diagnostics statistics, May 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/HospitalWaitingTimesandListStatistics/Diagnostics/index.htm
Information Centre

Provisional Monthly Patient Reported Outcome Measures (PROMs) in England - April 2009 to February 2010. Pre operative data: Experimental Statistics

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/hospital-care/patient-reported-outcome-measures-proms/provisional-monthly-patient-reported-outcome-measures-proms-in-england--april-2009-to-february-2010-pre-operative-data-experimental-statistics
2020 Public Services Trust

Improving health outcomes: a guide for action

The new coalition government is setting out a fresh set of priorities for the NHS, and the fiscal crisis is already forcing difficult choices over the funding and organisation of social care services. This report sets out how three shifts - in culture, power and finance - could provide the framework for reform.

http://clients.squareeye.com/uploads/2020/documents/Improving%20Health%20Outcomes.pdf
Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment

Community green: using local spaces to tackle inequality and improve health

This report examines the impact of the quality of local green spaces on the health and wellbeing of people in six deprived and ethnically diverse areas. It shows that providing good quality local green space is an effective way to tackle inequality.

http://www.cabe.org.uk/files/community-green-full-report.pdf
Communities and Local Government

Requirement to consult under the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/letterconsultationrequirements
Association of Public Health Observatories

Health profiles

A snapshot of health for each local area comparing key statistics such as life expectancy, deprivation and early deaths from stroke and heart disease has been published by the Department of Health. The collated summaries show that there are clear variations in health across the country. Key findings include, life expectancy for men and women continues to increase, early deaths from heart disease, stroke and cancer continue to fall, the highest rates of alcohol-related hospital admissions are found in urban areas of the North East and North West, including Liverpool, Newcastle and Middlesborough and there are higher rates of malignant melanoma skin cancer in the South West and South East, including Plymouth, Weymouth and Portland, and Oxfordshire.

http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=P_HEALTH_PROFILES
Health Protection Agency

Advice on malaria prevention

The Health Protection Agency (HPA) has issued advice on malaria prevention. The HPA states that malaria is a serious parasitic disease that occurs in tropical regions of the world and is spread by the bite of an infected mosquito. More than 1,500 people are diagnosed with malaria in the UK each year, having acquired the disease abroad. The disease is most common in UK travellers visiting friends and family in malaria-risk countries, and in 2009 the majority of people who developed malaria had visited West Africa.

http://www.hpa.org.uk/NewsCentre/NationalPressReleases/2010PressReleases/100706Adviceaboutmalariaprevention/
Joseph Rowntree Foundation

Ethnicity and alcohol: a review of the UK literature.

This review describes drinking levels as reported in national surveys and local research, considers why drinking rates among ethnic groups may change over time, examines help-seeking, support and service provision for minority ethnic groups and considers how services are equipped to respond to the needs of minority ethnic groups.

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/ethnicity-alcohol-review
King’s Fund

Building High Quality Commissioning – what role can external organizations play?

Since internal markets were created in the NHS, commissioners have purchased health care on behalf of patients and the public from a variety of competing providers. Commissioning was intended to drive improvements in the quality, accessibility and cost-effectiveness of services, but has so far largely failed to achieve these objectives. The world class commissioning programme was introduced in 2007 to raise standards in commissioning. To meet this challenge, NHS commissioners have increasingly looked to external organisations, particularly those in the independent sector, for support.

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/building.html
Continuity of Care

Continuity of care contributes importantly to patient experience, whether it's continuity of a relationship, by seeing the same GP, or management continuity, that coordinates an individual’s care across the wider health care system. However, continuity is not monitored or incentivised in the same way as other aspects of good practice.

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/current_projects/gp_inquiry/dimensions_of_care/continuity_of_care.html
GP diagnosis and referral

General practice plays a central role in ensuring patients receive a timely and accurate diagnosis, either directly from a GP or from an appropriate specialist as a consequence of a GP referral. Failure, or delay, in correctly identifying and referring patients who need secondary care can have profound clinical consequences
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/current_projects/gp_inquiry/dimensions_of_care/diagnosis_and.html
Giving GPs budgets for commissioning

This briefing paper has been developed jointly by six national organisations: Nuffield Trust, The King's Fund, NHS Confederation, NHS Alliance, National Association of Primary Care and Royal College of General Practitioners, who have been working together over a number of months to explore what needs to happen if GPs are to be given real power and responsibility for leading commissioning in the NHS.

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/giving_gps_budgets.html
National Audit Office

Tackling inequalities in life expectancy in areas with the worst health and deprivation
This report makes recommendations on how efforts should be targeted on the most deprived areas of the country in order to tackle the conditions which lead to health inequalities. 

http://www.nao.org.uk/pdf/1011186p.pdf
NHS Confederation

Where next for health and social care integration? 

The NHS Confederation and the Association of Directors of Adult Social Services (ADASS) have developed a joint programme of work looking at the issues around the commissioning and provision of integrated health and social care services. This discussion paper is one of the first outputs from a work plan which will continue throughout the year.

http://www.nhsconfed.org/Publications/Pages/health-socialcare-integration.aspx
Revision to the Operating Framework for the NHS in England 2010/11 

Alongside changes to existing targets and priorities, the document outlines policies in areas such as reconfiguration, payment systems, management efficiencies and the future of community services. These reforms appear to be laying the foundations for “substantive systemic changes” to come in the Operating Framework for 2011/12.

http://www.nhsconfed.org/Publications/briefings/Pages/Revision-Operating-Framework.aspx
NHS Employers

NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 222, 5 July 2010
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHS-Workforce-Bulletin_222_050710.HTML
NHS Evidence
NHS Evidence – infections

E-newsletter, July 2010

http://www.library.nhs.uk/INFECTIONS/page.aspx?pagename=enews
NHS Evidence – commissioning

News alert, July 2010

http://www.library.nhs.uk/commissioning/Page.aspx?pagename=ALERT
NHS Evidence - neurological conditions

Update, July 2010
http://www.library.nhs.uk/neurological/page.aspx?pagename=ONLINENEWS
NHS Evidence - gastroenterology and liver diseases

Update, July 2010

http://www.library.nhs.uk/gastroliver/Page.aspx?pagename=NEWS
NHS Evidence - ENT and audiology

Update issue 29, July 2010

http://www.library.nhs.uk/ENT/ViewResource.aspx?resID=380097&tabID=290&catID=11484
NHS Institute
NHS Institute alert, July 2010

This monthly current awareness bulletin covers commissioning, cost and quality, improvement, innovation, knowledge improvement and research, leadership for innovation and improvement, management of change, patient experience and patient safety.

Sign up to receive it by email at: http://www.institute.nhs.uk/nhs_institute_alert/general/nhs_institute_alert_home.html
The Nuffield Trust

Trends in emergency admissions in England 2004 – 2009: is greater efficiency breeding inefficiency?

The paper examines the rise in emergency hospital admissions in England from 2004/05 to 2008/09 and tries to identify the possible explanations. It examines a number of possible reasons for the rise, including the impact of targets, the ageing population, and variations across different hospitals. It concludes that the rise has, in part, been caused by a lowering of the clinical threshold for emergency admissions – advances in medical care and management have reduced the length of time patients stay in hospital, which in turn has freed up more available beds and allowed doctors to admit more patients. To break out of this cycle in future will mean creating better out-of hospital care and preventive care to reduce the risk to patients of admission and enable expensive hospital beds to be closed, the report argues. 

http://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/publications/detail.aspx?id=145&PRid=714
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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