
Key Points – 11th June 2009
Evidence Updates
Drugs - Drugs misuse treatment in offender populations
http://www.library.nhs.uk/publichealth/viewResource.aspx?resid=314343
Department of Health

the week: issue 99, 5-11 June 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_100622
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 167, 8 June 2009
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin-8June2009.HTML
Swine flu

This section of the Department of Health's website brings together all the latest news and publications on the 2009 swine flu outbreak.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
NHS Alert: Important information about swine flu (NHS Choices)
http://www.nhs.uk/AlertsEmergencies/Pages/Pandemicflualert.aspx
Pandemic influenza: recommendations on the use of antiviral medicines for pregnant women, women who are breastfeeding and children under the age of one year

This document is a supplement to guidance on preparing maternity services. It reinforces and clarifies the advice in the main guidance and provides advice for the use of antiviral medicines in women who are breastfeeding. It also gives details of the safety and efficacy of these medicines.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_100361
Planning for pandemic influenza in social care

The aim of this guidance is to provide local authorities and other social care organisations with the tools and resources needed to plan for, and meet the challenges presented by, pandemic flu. It has been produced primarily for commissioners and providers of social care services, but may also be relevant to those supplying and supporting the social care sector.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_093380
A new Objective for MRSA: National Quality Board stakeholder engagement [Closing date: 24 July 2009]
This consultation seeks views on a new MRSA objective to continue to drive improvements in the NHS.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_100641
World class commissioning monthly update June 2009 [Letter]

This letter gives an update for June 2009 on the world-class commissioning programme.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/DH_100605
The Framework for procuring External Support for Commissioners (FESC): a practical guide

FESC is a practical and cost effective procurement tool to help primary care trusts (PCTs) address gaps in commissioning capability or capacity by providing easy access to high quality commissioning solutions from pre-qualified and experienced private sector partners. This brochure sets out what FESC is, why you should consider using it and how to do so.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_100699
Practice-based commissioning in action: a guide for GPs

This document provides advice, practical examples and details of where to find further support. Although primarily designed for those just starting out with practice-based commissioning, it also contains information and useful tips of interest to those who have already made progress but are looking to expand their activity further.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/Browsable/DH_100416
Departmental Report 2009

This annual report provides a comprehensive overview of spending and investment programmes and system reforms within the department.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_100667
Department of Health business plan 2009 -11

This plan outlines what the department will do in 2009-11 to lead and support the Government’s objectives for health and social care, and to support ministers in their accountability to the public and Parliament.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_100331
Approved mental health professionals, approved clinicians and best interests assessors – guidance on changes to qualifying requirements for psychologists from 1 July 2009

The introduction of the statutory regulation of psychologists from 1 July 2009 means that the qualifying requirements are changing for psychologists wishing to be approved mental health professionals (AMHPs) and approved clinicians (ACs) under the Mental Health Act 1983 or best interest assessors under the Mental Capacity Act 2005 deprivation of liberty safeguards (MCA DOLS). This guidance note explains the changes, which take effect from 1 July 2009.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_100710
Information book for prisoners with a disability

These books give information for prisoners on their health, daily life and how to get help in prison and on release.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_100316
vCJD risk assessment calculations for a patient with multiple routes of exposure

This paper is a response to the finding of abnormal prion protein in the spleen of a patient with haemophilia. Assuming that the abnormal protein represents a marker of vCJD infection, the paper sets the various possible routes through which such infection could have occurred and considers their relative likelihood in various scenarios. It also sets out a more general methodology for assessing multiple possible infection routes.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_100357
Summary of responses to the 2004 public consultation. 'Proposals to exclude overseas visitors from eligibility to free NHS primary medical services'

This is a summary of responses to a consultation on proposals for introducing a system of charges for those overseas visitors who would not be eligible to receive free NHS treatment.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_100608
News releases 8-12 June 2009

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Attitudes to mental health problems improving in most areas 
The public is broadly sympathetic towards people with mental health problems, according to this survey 

  

Statistical Press Notice: Attitudes to Mental Illness 2009 
These statistics have been released by the Department of Health

  

New Health Secretary sets out vision for a people centred NHS 
A new era in the National Health Service that builds on targets achieved and prioritises quality of care was set out by new Health Secretary Andy Burnham. 
  

Report on the experience of patients in Black and Minority Ethnic groups 
Statistical Press Notice 

  

Social Enterprise Investment Fund 2009/10 - Open for Business 
Social enterprises which improve the quality of health and social care for local communities can now apply for loans and grants from the Department of Health's Social Enterprise Investment Fund, Care Services Minister Phil Hope announced. 

  

Update of patient experience psa scores 
These statistics have been released by the Department of Health: 

  

Teenagers - find out if you're healthy 
www.teenlifecheck.co.uk 

  

Statistical press notice - Direct access audiology referral to treatment (RTT) times data March 2009 
Annex 1 

  

Statistical Press Notice - Diagnostics data 
The following statistics were released today by the Department of Health: 

  

New hotline for carers launched 
Carers Strategy One Year On - More Help For Carers 

  

Councils awarded £2.5 million to stub out smoking 
Councils in England will share a Department of Health grant of £2.5 million to help smokers quit, Public Health Minister Gillian Merron announced. 

  

Statistical Press notice: GP Extended Opening Hours - monthly update 
These  statistics have been released by the Department of Health: 

Statistics

Attitudes to mental illness 2009 research report

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_100345
Patient experience PSA scores update based on data up to and including 2008 patient surveys
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_100349
Report and analysis of the experience of patients in black and minority ethnic groups based on data up to and including 2008 patient surveys
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_100467
Direct Access Audiology 18 Weeks Referral to Treatment collection, March 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/Directaccessaudiology/index.htm
Diagnostics statistics: waiting times and activity data for April 2009 and quarter ending 31 March 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/HospitalWaitingTimesandListStatistics/Diagnostics/index.htm
GP Extended Opening Hours, May 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/PrimaryCare/DH_089459
Information Centre

Prescribing for Diabetes in England: An Update 2002 -2008
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/prescriptions/prescribing-for-diabetes-in-england:-an-update-2002-2008
Provisional Monthly Hospital Episode Statistics for Admitted patient care and outpatient data, April - February 2008/09

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/hospital-care/hospital-activity-hospital-episode-statistics--hes/provisional-monthly-hospital-episode-statistics-for-admitted-patient-care-and-outpatient-data-april--february-2008-09



NHS Confederation

Dealing with the downturn: the greatest ever leadership challenge for the NHS? 

The NHS Confederation has published 'Dealing with the downturn: the greatest ever leadership challenge for the NHS?'. This paper suggests that, in just under two years, the NHS will face the most severe constriction ever in its finances. It forecasts that in the five years from 2011 the impact of the recession, allied to rising costs mean it is likely the NHS will face a real terms shortfall of £15bn. It also states that action is required now if the service is to remain true to its founding principles and continue to provide care free at the point of need. It explores the financial situation facing the NHS and suggests how NHS leaders should respond to the severe contraction in finances.

http://www.nhsconfed.org/Publications/leadership/Pages/Dealing-with-the-downturn.aspx
NICE
Into Practice – June 2009

http://www.nice.org.uk/ipnewsletters/intopracticejune2009.jsp
Update on NICE appraisal of drugs for Alzheimer's disease following Court of Appeal ruling

http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/pressreleases/press_releases.jsp?domedia=1&mid=CB232403-19B9-E0B5-D48606DCEFEA2318
NHS Employers

Better, safer doctors: implementing medical revalidation

From autumn 2009 all doctors who wish to practise medicine in the UK will require a Licence to Practise. This is the first step in introducing a system for regularly checking and assuring every doctor's continued fitness to practise, known as revalidation. This briefing explains the key elements of the process, sets out the various roles and responsibilities, and discusses the areas that remain to be resolved as revalidation gets underway.

http://www.nhsemployers.org/Aboutus/Publications/Documents/Better_safer_doctors-implementing_medical_revalidation.pdf
Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee

Pharmacists & Boxing Day 2009

The PSNC has recently issued guidance to pharmacy contractors concerning Boxing Day 2009. This year, 26 December is a Saturday and consequently the Boxing Day bank holiday is Monday 28 December. Therefore pharmacies are required to open for their usual hours on the Saturday unless they notify the PCT of their intention to close with at least 90 days notice (in the case of supplementary hours) or successfully apply to the PCT to close at least 90 days in advance (in the case of core hours). 
PCTs should therefore assess their need for the provision of pharmaceutical services over the extended Christmas weekend to ensure they are able to make evidence-based decisions on applications to vary core hours.

PCTs should note that under the current regulations 100 hour pharmacies are unable to apply to vary their core hours and so are required to open on Saturday 26 December. An outcome is awaited on this issue, which was consulted on as part of the Pharmacy White Paper

http://www.psnc.org.uk/pages/opening_hours.html
Home Office
Home Office Research Report 13: Measuring the harm from illegal drugs - A summary of the drug harm index 2006

This report summarises the harms of illegal drugs including drug-related crime, community perceptions of drug problems, drug nuisance and the various health consequences that arise from drug abuse.
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/horr13.pdf
Anti-binge drinking campaign reminds people to know their limits.

A new advertising campaign including a video which confronts young people with the reality of their drunken behaviour has been launched.
http://press.homeoffice.gov.uk/press-releases/anti-binge-drinking
Department for Children, Schools and Families

myplace – A further £30 million for youth centres in deprives communities

The most deprived communities in England can apply for funding to provide world class places for young people to go to as Children and Young People’s Minister, Beverley Hughes, announces a further £31.6m of funding through the myplace programme
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2009_0102
Better protection for vulnerable children

New guidelines for police, teachers, social workers and health workers to protect children at risk from sexual exploitation - 

Children’s Minister Delyth Morgan has called upon front line professionals to work together to identify children at risk of sexual exploitation and take the best steps to keep them safe from harm. Her call comes alongside the publication of new guidance, produced by the Department of Children, Schools and Families and the Home Office, advising local organisations on how to identify children at risk, protect them and take action against people intent on abusing and exploiting them.

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2009_0104
Communities and Local Government

Statutory Homelessness: 1st Quarter (January to March) 2009, England

http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/corporate/statistics/homelessnessq12009
Department for Works and Pensions

UK ratifies human rights treaty for disabled people 

The UK has ratified an international treaty that enshrines the human rights of disabled people, Jonathan Shaw, Minister for Disabled People has announced.

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is a powerful and explicit statement, which states that disabled people must be able to enjoy, on an equal basis, the same human rights as others. 

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/mediacentre/pressreleases/2009/june/drc151-080609.asp
National Confidential Enquiry into Patient Outcome and Death
Acute Kidney Injury: Adding insult to injury (2009)

This NCEPOD report highlights the process of care of patients who died in hospital with a primary diagnosis of acute kidney injury (AKI). It takes a critical look at areas where the care of patients might have been improved. Remediable factors have been identified in the clinical and the organisational care of these patients.
http://213.198.120.192/2009aki.htm
National Audit Office

Supporting people with autism through adulthood

The National Audit Office has published a report examining the range of services for adults with autism and their carers in England, including health and social care, education, benefits and employment support. "Supporting people with autism through adulthood" focuses on services for adults rather than children but does cover arrangements for transition planning, which starts formally at age 14.
http://www.nao.org.uk/publications/0809/autism.aspx
King’s Fund

The Health Bill second reading – briefing from The King’s Fund.

The King’s Fund has produced this briefing ahead of the second reading of the Health Bill in the House of Commons. 

The briefing examines the measures outlined in the Bill to introduce a Constitution for the NHS; pilot direct payments for patients; require providers of NHS-funded care to produce annual quality accounts; and make further provisions on tobacco control.

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/what_we_do/parliamentary_activities/the_health_bill.html
Royal College of Physicians

Women and medicine: the future

This report was commissioned following heightened interest in the increasing number of women entering the medical profession at undergraduate level. The aim of the report and its recommendations is to guide the profession and policy makers towards the development of a high quality workforce.

http://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/pubs/contents/bd2d994a-7d38-465f-904a-21a70cdc7d9c.pdf
Commissioning News

The Care Quality Commission

Care Quality Commission sets out the parameters of its review of Take Care Now’s out-of-hours GP services

The Care Quality Commission (CQC) has outlined the scope of its review of the provision and commissioning of out-of-hours GP services run by Take Care Now. 
The work was triggered by the tragic case of Mr David Gray, a patient who was treated by a locum doctor from Germany and died following the administration of 100mg of diamorphine.

http://www.cqc.org.uk//newsandevents/pressreleases.cfm?cit_id=34923&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
Sainsbury Centre for Mental Health

Sainsbury Centre offers 10 top tips for Primary Care Trusts on mental health of prisoners and offenders
The NHS should be offering people with mental health problems more support when they are in the criminal justice system, according to a Sainsbury Centre for Mental Health guide for PCT boards, published today.

http://www.scmh.org.uk/news/2009_top_tips_for_commissioners.aspx
Joint documents promote pharmacy to the NHS

Two jointly badged publications from pharmacy organisations CCA, NPA, RPSGB, PSNC and AIMp have been published this week. The documents, which were produced in collaboration with the NHS Alliance, are part of a strategy to promote the role of pharmacists to commissioners, managers, general practitioners and others in primary care. The documents also seek to influence the commissioning of pharmacy services by PCTs under World Class Commissioning and the integration of pharmacy into Practice Based Commissioning (PBC). 

http://www.psnc.org.uk/news.php/500/joint_documents_promote_pharmacy_to_the_nhs
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

You can also read Key Points, and other info-related alerts and messages, on the HILS (Health Information & Library Service) weblog at:

www.cehi-hils.org.uk
 

Sue Austin        &             Sue Graham

tel: 0191 4971460       0191 5297209

 

Librarian/Knowledge Managers

email library@sotw.nhs.uk
 

View the library catalogue at: http://library.nuth.nhs.uk/webview
 

Librarian/Knowledge Manager
 
Sunderland Teaching Primary Care Trust
Pemberton House
Colima Avenue
Sunderland Enterprise Park
Sunderland
SR5 3XB
 
Tel: 0191 5297209
Email: sue.graham@sotw.nhs.uk
 
View the library catalogue at: http://library.nuth.nhs.uk/webview
 
Did you know that your local health library offers:
 
Help and advice from skilled staff
Journal and book collections – electronic as well as traditional
Study space and internet access
Current awareness service
Document delivery service
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