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Department of Health

the week: issue 103, 3 - 9 July 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_102221
Children, Families and Maternity e-bulletin, issue 52, July 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/ChildrenFamiliesandMaternitybulletin/index.htm
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 171, 6 July 2009
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin-6july2009.HTML
Swine flu

This section of the Department of Health's website brings together all the latest news and publications on the 2009 swine flu outbreak.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
NHS Alert: Important information about swine flu (NHS Choices)
http://www.nhs.uk/AlertsEmergencies/Pages/Pandemicflualert.aspx
Changed approach to managing the swine flu pandemic [Letter]

This letter from NHS Chief Executive David Nicholson updates all NHS staff on the changed approach to managing the swine flu pandemic. The focus has shifted from containment to treatment.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_102016
New H1N1v influenza: current situation and  next steps [Letter]

This letter from Chief Medical Officer Sir Liam Donaldson gives doctors a synopsis of the epidemiology of the new H1N1v (swine flu) virus so far, some pointers as to what might happen next, the rationale for the public health and clinical response so far, information and guidance on steps that now need to be taken and an outline of further planning and policy decision.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_102025
Requirements to support research in the NHS [Letter]

This letter from Director General of Research and Development Professor Dame Sally C Davies and Director General of NHS Finance, Performance and Operation David Flory draws attention to recent policy statements and operational requirements regarding research in the NHS.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_102101
Human papillomavirus vaccination (HPV): attitudinal and awareness research [Letter]

This letter sets out the details of a forthcoming research project to better understand awareness of, and attitudes toward, the HPV vaccination programme and supporting communications campaign.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_102119
Assuring design quality in the NHS [Letter]

This letter invites views from colleagues and stakeholders on achieving quality and sustainability in the physical environment of NHS facilities.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_102104
European  Working Time Directive (EWTD) [Letter]

This is a letter from NHS Chief Executive David Nicholson to trust boards and trust chief executives about the commitment to support the NHS in achieving compliance with the European Working Time Directive by 1 August 2009.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_102245
Health protection regulations: a consultation [Closing date: 30 September 2009]

This consultation seeks views on draft health protection regulations to be made under the amended Public Health (Control of Disease) Act 1984 to continue the process of modernising health protection legislation in England.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_102134
Three-digit number (3DN) to access non-emergency health care [Closing date: 20 August 2009]
This consultation seeks views on the introduction of a three-digit number to support access to non-emergency health care.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/Urgentcare/3DN/index.htm
Sustainable Development Action Plan 2009–11

This action plan sets out how the department will meet its commitments and priorities to promote sustainable development.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_102244
Primary care and community services: improving GP access and responsiveness

This document builds on existing good practice within the NHS to support primary care trusts in improving the accessibility and responsiveness of local GP services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_102122
Practice based commissioning GP practice survey Wave 7

This is the seventh wave of a quarterly survey to get feedback from practices on their perception of the support offered by their primary care trust and on the clinical and financial engagement of practices with practice-based commissioning.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_102117
A new national template for commissioning NHS Health Checks from community pharmacy

This letter from Chief Pharmaceutical Officer for England Dr Keith Ridge promotes a new model template designed to help primary care trusts commission NHS health checks from community pharmacy.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_102006
Research and Development Work Relating to Assistive Technology 2008-09

This is the latest in a series of annual reports covering research and development work carried out by or on behalf of any government department in relation to equipment that might increase the range and independence of older and disabled people.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Researchanddevelopment/A-Z/DH_062674
Government's response to the Health Select Committee report on Top-up fees

This command paper sets out the Government's response to the conclusions and recommendations made by the House of Commons Select Committee report on top-ups that was published on 12 May 2009. The Government welcomes the committee’s conclusion that Professor Richards’ recommendations on additional private care are the best option for the NHS.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_102040
News releases 6-10 July 2009

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Pioneering research benefits the West Midlands 

Top researchers from the West Midlands are working to improve the treatment of conditions that affect millions of people. Across the region research into areas such as osteoarthritis, joint pain and sciatica, stroke prevention and treatment, community care for people living with diabetes, and the treatment of liver disease have received a real boost over the last three years.

Suicide Rates Lowest on Record 

The number of suicides in England are at an all-time low, Care Services Minister Phil Hope announced as he published the latest annual report on suicide prevention.

Practice Based Commissioning GP Practice Survey Wave 7 

This is the seventh quarterly practice survey for 2009, covering a sample of practices from each primary care trust (PCT), conducted between April and June 2009. The aims of the survey are to get feedback from practices on their perception of the support offered by their PCT and on the clinical and financial engagement of practices with PBC. The survey is part of a group of indicators that will be assessed together to give a picture of PBC implementation.

New Phone Number to Make Urgent Care Easier to Access 

A consultation on a new national three-digit number – 111 – that will make it easier for patients to access urgent care wherever they are was launched by Ofcom.

First specialist dementia advisors start work 

People with dementia and their families will get more support throughout the course of the illness as the first dementia advisors start work.


New Help to Tackle Children’s Communication Problems 

A £5million package of measures is being rolled out to help improve services for children and young people with communication problems. A new Communication Champion is also being recruited to raise the profile of these issues, Children’s Secretary, Ed Balls and Care Services Minister Phil Hope announced. 
Diagnostics waiting times & activity data, month ending 31 May 2009 

The following statistics have been released by the Department of Health

Roy Taylor Appointed National Director for Social Care Flu Resilience 

The Department of Health has appointed Roy Taylor as the new National Director for Social Care Flu Resilience, Care Services Minister Phil Hope announced.

Mike O’Brien opens 50th GP Health Centre 

New centre in Colchester will see patients 8am-10pm, seven days a week 
Statistics
The National GP Patient Survey 2008-2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_102117
Direct access audiology waiting times, April 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/Directaccessaudiology/index.htm
Diagnostics waiting times and activity data: May 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/HospitalWaitingTimesandListStatistics/Diagnostics/index.htm
APHO

Fawcett Society

Not having it all: How motherhood reduces women's pay and employment prospects.

A report looking at the impact of motherhood on women's pay and employment prospects, drawing together the most recent data from academic and government sources.
http://www.fawcettsociety.org.uk/index.asp?PageID=972
Audit Commission
A guide to finance for hospital doctors

This is a short, practical manual by the Audit Commission and the Academy of Medical Royal Colleges that aims to help hospital doctors to get to grips with the way money works in the health service.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/health/audit/financialmgmt/hospitaldoctors/Pages/hospitaldoctors9jul2009.aspx
Proposed work programme and scales of fees 2010/11 and indicative fee proposals for 2011/12 and 2012/13 – Consultation [Closing date: 4 September 2009]

This consultation seeks views on the scale of fees for work that the Audit Commission plans to undertake on health, probation boards and trusts, local government, housing and community safety.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/localgov/audit/auditmethodology/Pages/1011workprogfees.aspx
Auditors' Local Evaluation (ALE) 2009/10 – Consultation [Closing date: 4 September 2009]
This consultation seeks views on the auditors' local evaluation for NHS trusts framework for 2009-10.
http://www.info4local.gov.uk/documents/consultations/1275769
Communities and Local Government

Research into the financial benefits of the Supporting People Programme, 2009

This study assessed the financial benefits of the Supporting People programme by updating a national model to calculate the financial benefits of housing-related support services, building new client groups into the model where possible and using the revised national model to produce a local model that can be used at local authority level.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/housing/financialbenefitsresearch
Supporting People financial benefits model documentation and user guide

This page links to a user guide for the Supporting People local authority financial benefits model and to the model spreadsheet.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/housing/financialbenefitsguide
Department for Children, Schools and Families

Safeguarding Disabled Children: Practice guidance

This practice guidance makes clear that disabled children have exactly the same human rights to be safe from abuse and neglect, to be protected from harm and achieve the Every Child Matters outcomes as non-disabled children. Disabled children do, however, require additional action.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters/_download/?id=6195
Effectiveness of the New Local Safeguarding Children Boards in England - Interim Report  [Research report 920070051]
This research looked at how local safeguarding children boards manage their safeguarding role and if the new systems and arrangements are ‘fit for purpose’ and are influencing and improving frontline practice.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/programmeofresearch/projectinformation.cfm?projectId=15744&type=5&resultspage=1
Inspection of progress made in the provision of Safeguarding Services in the London Borough of Haringey

This is the report of an inspection carried out by Ofsted, the Care Quality Commission and Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary at the request of the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families. The Secretary of State asked the inspectorates to provide a judgement on the progress made in relation to specific areas of weakness identified in the special joint area review of safeguarding carried out in November 2008, which judged safeguarding services to be inadequate.
http://inspectorates.justice.gov.uk/hmic/inspections/joint-area/joint-area-inspections/haringey-inspection-of-progress
Association of Directors of Children's Services (ADCS) Annual Conference: Speech by Ed Balls

This is a transcript of the speech by Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families Ed Balls on 9 July 2009. He talks about the difficulties of child protection.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/speeches/speech.cfm?SpeechID=931
Department for Transport

Consultation on draft Regulations to prohibit smoking on ships [Closing date: 9 October 2009]

This consultation seeks views on draft regulations to prohibit smoking on ships in UK waters.
http://www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/open/smokingonships/
Consultation on Smoke-free Provisions on Ships: Written ministerial statement by Paul Clark

This is a written ministerial statement to Parliament by Transport Minister Paul Clark on 9 July 2009. He announces the publication of a consultation on prohibiting smoking on ships in UK waters.
http://www.dft.gov.uk/press/speechesstatements/statements/smokefreeships
Department for Work and Pensions
Electronic medical certificate (eMed3) Proof of Concept evaluation [Working paper no.70]

This report presents findings from an evaluation of a trial of electronic sickness certification.
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/wp_abstracts/wpa_070.asp
Food Standards Agency

Update on products free of colours associated with hyperactivity
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2009/jul/colours
Draft SI on the Food Labelling (Declaration of Allergens) (England) Regulations 2009 consultation [Closing date: 31 July 2009]

This consultation seeks views on a draft statutory instrument on the Food Labelling (Declaration of Allergens) (England) Regulations 2009 and revised guidance on allergen and miscellaneous labelling provisions.
http://www.food.gov.uk/consultations/consulteng/2009/draftsidecallergensregs09eng
Review of Regulatory Framework (England) – Consultation [Closing date: 9 October 2009]

This consultation seeks views on stakeholders' perception of the Food Standards Agency as a regulator.
http://www.food.gov.uk/consultations/consulteng/2009/reviewofregulatoryframework
Joseph Rowntree Foundation

Building public support for eradicating poverty in the UK
Public support is needed to ensure that the Government and other organisations take action to tackle poverty in the UK. The perception of poverty is often misguided, with people believing that it is a result of laziness, or an inevitable part of modern life. The aim of this research is to identify ways of changing such perceptions and building public support for addressing the problem.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/public-support-eradicating-poverty
Poverty in the media: Being seen and getting heard

This study examines how people with direct experience of poverty in the UK can have a more effective voice in the media. Presentation of their views and experiences through media channels and help to shape and develop public opinion and build support for action to combat poverty.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/poverty-in-the-media
King’s Fund

Independent Review of NHS Dental Services in England

A brief summary of the key recommendations of the review, together with an initial analysis of what these might mean for the NHS in light of other health care reforms.
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/research/topics/the_independent_2.html
Ofsted

The impact of integrated services on children and their families in Sure Start children’s centres

This report evaluates the impact of integrated services on children, parents and families in 20 children’s centres.
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Thematic-reports/The-impact-of-integrated-services-on-children-and-their-families-in-Sure-Start-children-s-centres
Inspections of children’s centres: consultation [Closing date: 18 September2009]
This consultation seeks views on proposals for inspecting children’s centres.
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Consultations/Inspections-of-children-s-centres
Sainsbury Centre for Mental Health
A future vision for mental health [Future Vision Coalition]
This report sets out a new vision for the future of mental health and well-being in England. Based on four principles, it outlines the priorities which the Coalition believes should underpin mental health policy for the next decade.
http://www.futurevisionformentalhealth.org.uk/
Diversion: A better way for criminal justice and mental health
Diversion finds that many opportunities for diversion are being missed and too little is being done to ensure that offenders with mental health problems make continuing use of community mental health services.
http://www.scmh.org.uk/news/2009_welcomes_commission_english_prisons_report.aspx
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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