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Gateshead Nutrition Agreement 

This agreement covers the commissioning of independent agencies to deliver nutrition messages in Gateshead.

This document sets out the terms and conditions that have been agreed in relation to the use of any independent agencies, for e.g. Freelance Nutritionists, Dieticians, Chefs or others who provide nutrition advice in the course of their work. 
The aim of the nutrition strategy is …’to improve the health of individuals and communities living and working within Gateshead, through improving the quality of people’s nutritional intake’

This is part of a Local Area Agreement to have a joint approach to nutrition education and to promote healthy food consumption across target communities.

All nutrition work that takes place in Gateshead should be shared and fit with other work in line with the nutrition strategy action plan, to ensure a consistent approach to nutrition work.
All partners have agreed to the terms below:

· If the terms and conditions are agreed to and fulfilled, all partners may use/commission the external agency for nutrition work, where the work cannot be fulfilled locally by others (for e.g. CNA’s, Nutrition & Dietetics, Community Health Team), where appropriate funding is available and where relevant data and evidence is recorded for the nutrition strategy.   
· All partners will sign agreement, which outlines Gateshead’s partnership approach to promoting a healthy balanced diet.

· Partners will use independent agencies that fulfil the terms and conditions, as appropriate, ensuring that they contribute to the evidence base and partners commit to sharing good practice.  Consult with health improvement lead to agree appropriate partners.  
· Partners will support independent agencies in the evaluation of projects, and provide guidance on nutrition messages or nutritional content where appropriate and ensure targeted at right people.
· Any provider should have suitable experience and qualifications, CRB clearance, insurance and relevant food hygiene qualifications (see Appendix 1 – A suggested checklist).

· If you are commissioning a service, you have a professional accountability to your organisation and/or your professional body. It is important to ensure that you follow the correct commissioning/tendering process for your organisation.
· Potential conflict of interests should be identified and declared, e.g. sponsorship of the independent agency 
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This agreement document has been formulated by a multi agency working group, and has been circulated to and approved by the following groups: Opportunities to Health, Balance It, and Public Health partnership.
The following is a list of partners who are signed up to this agreement: Gateshead PCT, Gateshead Health NHS Foundation Trust and Gateshead Council.
Specific partners and projects this includes are: Nutrition & Dietetics Service, Community Nutrition Assistants, Community Health Team, Health Promotion Team, Healthy Communities Collaborative, Nutrition Strategy, Balance It Projects and Healthy Schools Partnership. 
In order to be commissioned, the independent agency must agree to the following terms and conditions:

· To contribute to Gateshead’s Nutrition and Obesity Action Plans in line with priorities, demonstrating how the work fits with existing programmes and partners.

· To promote consistent healthy eating messages based around the Balance of Good Health and 5 A DAY (as summarised in the Key Nutrition Messages leaflet). 
· To ensure work contributes to improving nutrition and reducing obesity in Gateshead 

· Committed to working in partnership

· To be part of an on-going programme

· Discussion with and agreement by a partner in relation to the session content prior to event/programme

· To ensure any recipes used are in line with nutritional standards

· To consult and reach agreement with the event organiser on recipes to be used, key messages to be highlighted, and other issues such as food hygiene. 
· To produce clear objectives for the work with roles and responsibilities identified (in the form of a project plan) 

· To provide full written details of costings and if approved to provide invoice.

· Responsibility for clear communication trail and to keep all relevant parties informed.
· Any press releases should all be approved via the appropriate organisations’ communication managers. Any information linking work with partner organisations cannot be released without prior permission. This includes promotional material.

· To evaluate the sessions both in terms of process, impact and outcome measures to contribute towards evidence base and nutrition strategy action plan. This is to measure changes in knowledge, awareness, behaviour and consumption patterns. To provide a written report within one month of event/programme to the commissioner. Provider to advertise / share work.
· If the work is in schools, this should be within Healthy School Programme Guidelines.

· To provide details of CRB clearance, Insurance and Food Hygiene (if relevant) – couple queries re CRB
Please complete sign up section on next page

Sign up section

I agree to the above terms and conditions

…………………………………..Signature ………………………………….. Print Name

…………………………………..Agency/Organisation …………………… Date

………………………………………..Signature …………………………… Print Name

………………………………………… Organisation …………………….. Date

(Senior signatory on behalf of Nutrition Agreement)

Appendix 1 – Checklist for guest speakers

Appendix 2 – Key Nutrition Messages Leaflet
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