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position statement on the role of healthcare public health in commissioning.

Elsewhere, we’ve got brief introductions to the work of SCHARR, and more information
on the Annual Evidence Updates. And as always, take a look below to see if you can
help with the Swap shop questions.

Finally, whatever the coming changes for commissioning, PHCN hopes to continue in its
mission of helping you make the best use of your time by sharing work, problems and
solutions with colleagues around the country.

The swap shop

Share your commissioning problems with colleagues

Any answers?

WeQe still got a couple of unanswered questions from last monthQ@ swapshop - can you help with either of these
queries? If so, please email the authors direct, copying in tomporter@nhs.net

|l

Helen Miiller asked about reducing winter deaths:

| would like to ask for any examples of interventions aimed at reducing excess winter
deaths rather than reducing fuel poverty. I'd like to know who financed the project, which
partners were involved, any results, and contact details to ask more.

Helen.Miller@eastcoastkent.nhs.uk

While lan McKinnell (on behalf of the QIPP programme) asked about Programme Budgeting:

The QIPP Right Care programme places particular emphasis on Programme
Budgeting and Marginal Analysis as a way of improving value.

The programme would be interested to hear of any examples of PCTs using PBMA
and in particular whether you have documentation that could be shared.

Any questions?

ian.mckinnell@btopenworld.com

Got a commissioning problem you think the rest of the PHCN community may be able to help with? Email

tomporter@nhs.net & A (i K
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PHCN User Guide online now

With membership rising rapidly (see p3), a brief user guide to the Public Health Commissioning Network
is now available online. To view or download it visit www.phcn.nhs.uk/userguide
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NHS Evidence Annual Evidence
Updates

The NHS Evidence Specialist Collections cover a
wide range of common medical conditions,
topics and health populations. They are digital
collections containing clinical and non-clinical
information on the major health priority areas.
They have been developed to identify and
meet the information needs of particular
communities of practice. Each specialist
collection identifies and provides access to
quality assessed information of relevance to
the community that it serves. An aspect of this
involves the production of Annual Evidence
Updates.

Annual Evidence Updates are produced by the
NHS Evidence Specialist Collections for the
most significant health problems. These
updates typically cover a clinical condition, for
example Age Related Macular Degeneration,
HIV/AIDS or multiple sclerosis; and their aim is
to provide a rapid assessment of new evidence
in a particular topic area. The Annual Evidence
Updates are designed to provide a
straightforward and succinct overview of new
research and evidence that has been published
on a given topic over the preceding 12 months,
so that individuals, managers and
commissioners don't need to spend the time
searching. Many of the Specialist Collection
teams prepare commentaries, often sourced
from external experts, to accompany the
bibliography of new evidence. They consider
the relevance and quality of new evidence to
their topic and the likely implications for
practice.

Over 60 topics are covered by Annual Evidence
Updates over the course of the year - recent
updates have been produced for cardiac
rehabilitation, childhood obesity and skin
cancer and updates on breast cancer, diabetes,
Hepatitis B/C and Parkinson's Disease are in the
pipeline. The complete Annual Evidence
Update schedule can be found on the Annual
Evidence Updates Google Calendar.

Further information

NHS Evidence Specialist Collections
www.library.nhs.uk/specialistcollections

PHCN Casebook

The July edition (Issue 3) of the Casebook will be
out next week. Entries include health
improvement in prison and using ‘decision

conferencing’ to look at health expenditure. Go to

the PHCN website to view or contribute to the
Casebook.

& www.phcn.nhs.uk/casebook

The School of Health and
Related Research (ScCHARR),
University of Sheffield

Ever wondered what SCHARR is and does? Julia Burrows,
a public health trainee in Sheffield, explains all...

ScHARR specialises in health services and
public health research, and the application of
health economics and decision science to the
development of health services and the
improvement of the public health. Much of its
funding comes from the Department of Health,
NICE and the National Institute for Health
Research to deliver research which influences
policy and practice in the NHS.

The 2008 Research Assessment Exercise (RAE)
confirmed ScHARR as the UK's most influential
department for health services research, with
the largest volume of activity assessed as either
world-leading or internationally excellent
among institutions returned to the HSR panel.
Recent high profile activity includes projects
modelling the effect of alcohol pricing and
marketing on alcohol consumption and alcohol
related harm in England and Scotland.

ScHARR concentrates on postgraduate
teaching, including master degrees in public
health, health economics and decision
modelling and health service research. It
contributes to medical school teaching on the
MB ChB degrees.

ScHARR hosts a NICE public health
collaborating centre. When | came to ScCHARR
in April 2009 as a specialist trainee in public
health, my first task was to work as part of a
review team to inform NICE guidance on
smoking in pregnancy. | enjoyed my placement
at SCHARR so much | decided | wanted to stay
longer and consider a career in academic public
health. | therefore transferred to an academic
public health training post with a view to
seeing through the remainder of my training
based between ScHARR and NHS Sheffield. |
have had the opportunity to be part of a
primary research team (evaluating citizens
advice services in primary care), do lots of
teaching (MPH and undergraduate medical
students) and get several papers published in
peer reviewed journals.

ScHARR has a very positive relationship with
both the local NHS and with the regional public
health training programme. | would encourage
public health professionals to make links with
their local academic unit as the potential for
mutually beneficial work is tremendous.

& Forthcoming articles will explain more about the
work of CSAS, the Commissioning Support Appraisals
Service (www.sph.nhs.uk/appraisals), including raising
awareness of NICE ACDs (appraisal consultation
documents); and NETSCC, the NIHR Evaluation, Trials
and Studies Co-ordinating Centre


http://www.phcn.nhs.uk/
http://www.library.nhs.uk/specialistcollections/
http://www.library.nhs.uk/CARDIOVASCULAR/ViewResource.aspx?resID=346140
http://www.library.nhs.uk/CARDIOVASCULAR/ViewResource.aspx?resID=346140
http://www.library.nhs.uk/PUBLICHEALTH/ViewResource.aspx?resID=346750
http://www.library.nhs.uk/skin/ViewResource.aspx?resID=372272
http://www.library.nhs.uk/skin/ViewResource.aspx?resID=372272
http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=28mhslvt739vk9ffedg1ksr2s0%40group.calendar.google.com&gsessionid=X6hQo2ncwdA1feOQafGN6g
http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=28mhslvt739vk9ffedg1ksr2s0%40group.calendar.google.com&gsessionid=X6hQo2ncwdA1feOQafGN6g
http://www.library.nhs.uk/specialistcollections
http://www.sph.nhs.uk/appraisals
http://www.phcn.nhs.uk/casebook

The future of NHS commissioning - the role of public health

A position statement on the role of healthcare public health in a reconfigured NHS has been posted on the
PHCN website, on behalf of healthcare PH representatives from the FPH, BMA, UK Public Health
Commissioning Network (Yahoo group) and the Public Health Commissioning Network. The statement is

available to view at www.phcn.nhs.uk/essentials

Alcohol commissioning skills survey

The AERC Alcohol Academy is seeking views of those with a responsibility or interest in alcohol commissioning
skills. If you are an alcohol lead, commissioner or other professional in the field, please complete the online
survey to help the Academy identify the skills and learning options that would be most valuable in developing

alcohol-related commissioning.

The survey should not take more than 10 minutes to complete. The findings will be used to help the Academy
develop an Alcohol Commissioning Learning Programme or series of workshops.

By completing the survey you will be able to register an interest to partake in a free pilot learning programme.
This project has been funded by the Department of Health’s Alcohol Improvement Programme (AIP).

Further information

I The survey closes on Friday 16th July 2010. Your information will be kept anonymous.
I The survey is available at www.surveymonkey.com/s/KHXY6JL

NICE guidance update

NICE published the following guidance in June 2010 which
may be of value to commissioners, available by searching
the NICE website (www.nice.org.uk) or directly by clicking
the relevant link below.

Clinical guidelines Alcohol-use disorders: physical
complications | Bacterial meningitis and meningococcal
septicaemia | Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
(update)

Public health guidance Alcohol-use disorders - preventing
harmful drinking | Prevention of cardiovascular disease |
Quitting smoking in pregnancy and following childbirth |
Lung cancer (non-small-cell) - pemetrexed (maintenance)

Interventional procedures Extracranial to intracranial
bypass for intracranial atherosclerosis | Percutaneous
occlusion of the left atrial appendage in non-valvular atrial
fibrillation for the prevention of thromboembolism |
Photodynamic therapy for Barrett's oesophagus | Stapled
transanal rectal resection for obstructed defaecation
syndrome

About PHCN

PHCN in numbers

Membership statistics at

12 July 2010 440

Members of PHCN
at 12 July 2010

85%

English PCT areas
covered at 12 July

16%

Want to JOln? membership in last
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Please keep your membership details up-to-date.

If you’ve recently changed organisations, interests or role,
please email tomporter@nhs.net so the Member Directory
remains current. Thanks.

The Public Health Commissioning Network (PHCN) was founded in 2008 to try to link together everyone involved in commissioning
for public health problems - working in the NHS in PCTs and SHAs, or in Local Authorities for the wider determinants of public
health; and from Directors of Public Health and Health Improvement Principals in PCTs to Housing Officers and Directors of Adult

Social Services in Local Authorities.

After an evaluation of the first year of PHCN (available at www.phcn.nhs.uk), the Network is now more focused, acting as a support
to put commissioners in touch with one another via the Member Directory, and help them share and learn from experiences

through newsletters such as this and the Casebook.

If you would like to join PHCN or submit an article or information for the next monthly PHCN newsletter please email Tom Porter
(tomporter@nhs.net) and we’ll get back to you. The copy date for the August 2010 issue is 26 July 2010.

The PHCN team: Dr Tom Porter, Project Manager and Sir Muir Gray, Director.

PHCN is currently part-funded by the Department of Health, 5 A 1 K 5NJ ¢2Y t 2NISNDa GAYS R2yli
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